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Northport Village Corporation 
Utilities Department Notes 

August 11, 2017 
 
Present 
 
Superintendent Richard McElhaney, William Paige, Dick Brockway, Gordon Fuller, Wendy Huntoon, 
Judy Metcalf 
 
Judy M. called the meeting to order at 2:35 p.m.  The Trustees and employees sent their good wishes to 
David Crofoot who was undergoing surgery at that time.  
 
Minutes 
Gordon Fuller moved to approve the minutes. Dick Brockway seconded, all in favor. 
 
Organizational Matters: 
 
The Terms and membership of the Trustees was reviewed.  The consensus was that the following terms 
and members be recommended to the overseers for appointment: 
 
David Crofoot (term ending 9/2018; Chair) 
Richard Brockway (term ending 9/2020) 
Gordon Fuller (term ending 9/2019) 
Wendy Huntoon (has one more year of the term ending 9/2018) 
Judy Metcalf (term ending 9/2019) 
 
Visitors Concerns: 
 
No visitor concerns were presented.  Questions raised at annual meeting re: long range plans for 
utilities upon the retirement of debt were discussed.  The consensus was that given the long term 
infrastructure issues – such as water mains on Cobe Road – it is unlikely that any plan for rebate to 
users would be implemented.  Any rebate would be minimal per user, whereas the expenses the 
Department will expect in the next 10 years are significant.  Continued investment in and preservation 
of the utilities infrastructure is essential to keep us operating as effectively as we have for the last 10 
years. 
. 
Utility Superintendent’s Report  
 
Sewer Department 
 
June 2017 Effluent Monitoring Data  
 
The NVC Wastewater Treatment Plant (WTP) was in full compliance with its wastewater discharge 
license in June. There were no license exceedances.  
 
June flow averaged 9,940 gpd compared to 12,470 gpd in 2016. Daily flow ranged from a low of 5,700 
gpd to a high of 34,400 gpd during the month. Precipitation for the month was 2.51” versus 3.24” in 
2016. 
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TSS and BOD5 averaged 2.1 lbs/day (32.2 mg/l) and 6.8 lbs/day (104.8 mg/l), respectively compared to 
2.3 lbs/day (31.5 mg/l) and 4.7 lbs/day (68.0 mg/l) in June of 2016.  
 
See performance table below for this month’s comparisons, averages, year-to-date highs and lows, 
permit limits, and year-to-date (YTD) exceedances. Testing frequency is continuous for flow, weekly 
for TSS, BOD5 and fecal coliform (May thru Sept), daily for pH and settleable solids (S.S.), and twice 
per day for total residual chlorine (May thru Sept). 
 
Monthly Performance Table 
Parameters June May April YTD  

Lo 
YTD 
 Hi 

YTD 
Ave 

2016 
Ave 

DEP 
Monthly 
Limit 

Exceed-
ances 

Flow GPD 9940 24323 18900 9016 24323 15396 14713 <63000 0 
Precip Inches 2.51 7.05 3.46 2.07 7.05 3.89 3.53 n/a 0 
TSS lbs/day 2.1 1.0 2.0 0.6 2.1 1.34 2.7 <76 0 
TSS mg/l 32.2 9.0 9.2 5.7 32.2 14.3 26.8 <145 0 
BOD5 
lbs/day 

6.8 3.3 5.3 1.1 6.8 4.1 7.6 <107 0 

BOD5 mg/l 104.8 31.0 22.5 16.4 104.8 41.1 77.1 <203 0 
TSS% 
Removal 

88.9 96.9 96.8 88.9 98.0 96.3 90.2 >50 0 

BOD% 
Removal 

63.9 89.3 92.2 63.9 94.4 85.9 73.8 >30 0 

pH lo 6.7 6.7 6.6 6.6 6.7 6.6 6.75 >6.0 0 
pH Hi 7.0 7.0 7.0 6.9 7.1 7 6.98 <9.0 0 
S.S. ml/l <0.1 <0.1 <0.1 <0.1 <0.1 <0.1 <0.1 Report 0 
TRC  mg/l 0.02 0.02 n/a .02 .02 0.02 0.02 <.052 0 
F Col/100 ml  <1 <1 n/a <1 <1 <1 <1 <15-ave 0 
F Col/100 ml <1 <1 n/a <1 <1 <1 <1 <50-max 0 

 
Note: The last exceedance for flow was 134 months ago (2/2006). The last exceedance for fecal 
coliform was 55 months ago (8/2012). The last exceedance for BOD was 32 months ago (9/2014). 
 
July 2017 Snapshot 
                                                                                                                                                  
The NVC WTP will be in full compliance with its license limits in July pending the DEP’s completed 
review of the NVC’s discharge monitoring report. Flow during the month averaged 12,252 gpd. The 
report for precipitation as measured by the Belfast Water District (BWD) at their Little River Station 
was 1.24 inches. 
 
Bi-annual MeDEP Inspection 
 
Denise Behr, Compliance Inspector for the MeDEP was in the Village on July 21 to conduct a routine 
inspection of the NVC’s wastewater records, collection and treatment system. Copy of her letter report 
has been forwarded by e-mail to Board of Trustee members under separate cover for their comments 
and/or questions. There were no deficiencies noted.  
  
Drinking Water Department 
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June 2017 Usage and Water Quality 
 
Water consumption for June averaged 25,460 gpd compared to 29,991 gpd in 2016.  
 
The average weekly free chlorine residual in the drinking water ranged from 0.20 - 0.26 ppm/Cl2 
compared to the recommended goal of >.20 to <1.0 ppm/Cl2. The EPA maximum concentration level 
(MCL) is 4.0 ppm. The monthly total and e-coliform water sample test results were negative. 
 
New Water and Sewer Customer 
 
The NVC Water and Sewer Departments welcomed their 326th and 244th customer respectively to 
their networks in July. All season utility services were provided for Bob Cole’s new home on Cobe 
Road. 
 
Discussion: 
 

1. Gordon raised the location of the outfall pipe and the potential for boats to hit it at low tide.  
The cement collars on the pipes are in place to hold the pipe against the sea bottom and provide 
protection for the pipe.  Possibilities of moving the collars, moving the pipe, and liabilities 
arising from any potential interactions were reviewed.  The consensus was that the current 
configuration, while not ideal, balances the risks well.  When the wharf is next redesigned the 
fact that larger boats are coming to the anchorage, the location of the pipe, and changes in the 
sea bottom should all be considered. 

2. Dick M. and Dick B. discussed a force pump plan they have developed as one way of 
addressing sea level rise and the high tide events that will effect our shoreside system.   

3. Plans for installation of the hydrant at the head of Ruggles Park were reviewed.  Dick M. 
reviewed PSI calculations he had done (and Dick M. had reviewed) in the context of converting 
all the hydrants to the Belfast Water System.  More work needs to be done but the numbers look 
promising. 

4. The blow off valves and components were purchased and the plans for installing them were 
reviewed.  These valves are intended to help with odor complaints. 

5. Denise Behr wants a photo of the v-notch weir at a time of above average high tide.  Based on 
tides, Dick M. has reported to Denise that the photos will be take in the first week of December, 
2017. 

6. We are about to embark on our tri-annual copper and lead testing of our pipes throughout our 
system.  Ten households have been selected to take samples which will be tested in the next 14 
days. We are grateful to the homeowners who have volunteered to participate in this important 
process. 
 
NEXT MEETING: 9/15 2:30 
Adjourned: 3:35. 
 
Notes submitted by Judy Metcalf 
 
 

 
 
 


