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SELECTBOARD MEETING  
October 23, 2017 6p.m. 

 
Present: Chairman Mark Humphreys; Vice Chair Drexell White; Board Member Shelly Patten; 
Town Administrator Barbara Ashey; Town Clerk Jeanine Tucker; Finance Director Vicki Eugley; 
Road Commissioner Amon Morse and Northport Village Representative Paul Nyren.  
 

Citizen’s Concerns:  
Town Administrator Barbara Ashey spoke to the Board about the Revocable License that Mr. 
Meisner requested for his well, which is in the Town right-of-way. She stated that Town 
Attorney Bill Kelly had drafted the document in the name of the potential purchasers of the 
property. Ashey continued by explaining, with approval from the Board, that she could sign the 
document on their behalf when the sale is complete. The Board reviewed the Revocable 
License as drafted by Kelly and authorized Ashey to sign a corrected version of the document 
once the sale is complete.  
 

Northport Village Corporation:  
Northport Village Representative Paul Nyren spoke to the Board about the Road Maintenance 
Agreement between the Town and the Village. He asked Ashey if the agreement was prepared 
and ready for signatures. Ashey explained that she had forwarded the agreement to Village 
President John Spritz, along with a letter noting the Village should also plow Griffin Street as the 
Overseers authorized a waiver for a deck to be placed in the right-of-way making the road too 
narrow for the Town contractor to plow. Ashey stated that she has not heard from Spritz. Nyren 
asked if the Town had made arrangements to speak with the property owner, Anthony Melone, 
about the matter and about the rocks they had set in the right-of-way on George Street. Ashey 
confirmed that arrangements have been made with Melone and they will meet either 
Wednesday or Thursday.  
Vice Chairman Drexell White asked Ashey if the Code Officers authorized a specific plan for 
Melone; Ashey replied that the Code Officers directed the deck be cantilevered, which it is not. 
The Board and Ashey discussed possible violations as a result of the deck construction. Nyren 
noted that the waiver, approved by the Overseers, was for the extension of the deck not to 
exceed two feet into the right-of-way. Measurements Nyren had taken showed the distance to 
be four feet. White stated that the variance should still have gone through the Code Office as 
the Northport Village Corporation does not issue building permits. The Board agreed the permit 
matter needs to be resolved.  
Nyren mentioned that the Village had deeded property over to Melone and Mary Hanrahan so 
that their lots could be squared up allowing them more space. The Board asked about the 
authority of the Village Overseers, noting that the Town can only do so by approval of the 
residents through the Town Meeting process. Nyren stated that he didn’t think the conveyance 
was approved at Annual Meeting.  
 

Birch Crest: 
Nyren asked the Board if there had been any progress on determining ownership of the roads, 
and right-of-way to the shore, in Birch Crest. Ashey told Nyren, and the Board, that Dan Small is 
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still researching and will be looking at old Town Meeting minutes as well. White asked if Ashey 
had found any information regarding the acceptance of roads; Ashey replied that she had 
started with minutes from the early 1900’s and has found no acceptance of Birch Crest Roads. 
Nyren asked if there is a formal procedure that would have to be followed to accept the roads. 
Ashey replied that the Town would have to consult with the Town Attorney. The Board 
questioned if road acceptance would include the right-of-way to the water, as demonstrated on 
the 1913 plan.  
Nyren asked the Board if the stair access in the right-of-way should be blocked off; Ashey told 
him that “Use at your own risk” signs will be placed at the stairs and they will remain open. 
 

Roads & Bridges:  
 Paving:  
Road Commissioner Amon Morse provided the Board with an update on the paving progress. 
He stated that Pike Industries has completed the paving on Shore Road and will be finishing up 
on Pound Hill Road. Morse told the Board that there are some driveway entrances he has to 
add gravel too because the height of the new pavement is too thick for some of the steeper 
grade driveways. He added that the gravel he has put down so far is not packing very well 
because it has been so dry. Morse said that he has not received a final invoice for the contract 
and he does not know what the final cost is. Ashey noted that the contract stated paving was to 
be completed by September 30, 2017 and that date has passed.  
 Beech Hill Road Driveway Entrance:  
Ashey told the Board that she had sent a letter to the property owner at 3 Beech Hill Road, with 
an application for a Driveway/Entrance Permit per their request. The property owner had also 
requested copies of e-mails Ashey had from the Maine Department of Transportation (Maine 
DOT) that stated reasons why an entrance would be denied if this were a request for a State 
approved access, which Ashey included with the mailing.  
Town Attorney Kelly drafted a resolution that states the Board can direct the Road 
Commissioner not to issue an entrance due to safety concerns. Ashey said that the property 
owner has acknowledged traffic and safety concerns. If the Board were to direct Morse to not 
issue the permit, Morse would send notice to the property owner citing the dangers with a lack 
of sight distance and traffic flow, as well as the change of use from a vacant lot to a residential 
lot. Ashey continued by stating the boards and ramp in the Town right-of-way need to be 
removed. She told the Board she could notify the property owner this needs to be done, or 
Morse could remove them.  
Ashey had taken pictures of the lot, for perspective purposes, and noted that the existing 
culvert was difficult to find. She stated that the end she did find was crushed, with only a tiny 
piece of metal sticking out.  
The Board agreed to sign the resolution once spelling errors are corrected.  
 Apple Tree Concerns:  
Ashey spoke to Kelly regarding Morse’s concern about cutting back an apple tree in the Town 
right-of-way on Knights Pond Road. Kelly cited M.R.S.A. Title 23 §2702 & 30A §3283 if trees are 
fruit bearing/ornamental trees they cannot just be cut. However, if they are in the right-of-way 
Morse would have the right, and obligation, to cut them back, but he would have to notify and 
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inform the owner first.  Ashey told the Board that this has been done and she is waiting for a 
response.  
 Discontinuing Roads:  
Ashey spoke to the Board about research she has been doing on discussion of road closures at 
past Town Meetings. She stated that the only confirmed discontinuance was in March of 1940 
when the Town voted to discontinue the Herrick’s Bog Road from Beech Hill Road to Flanders 
Road. Ashey told the Board that there were instances where discontinuance of other roads was 
brought to Town Meeting, but articles were passed over with no action.  
The research was done as an effort to respond to a request by resident Larry Wagner, who is 
interested in purchasing property off of the unmaintained sections of Flanders and Bog Roads. 
Wagner had stated that he would like to see the roads stay unmaintained. Ashey had informed 
Wagner that the Town has never voted to discontinue that section of road and demonstrates a 
history of not acting on discontinuing any.  
 

Personal Property Tax Abatements:  
Town Clerk Jeanine Tucker presented the Board with Personal Property Tax Abatements, 
approved at the October 10, 2017 meeting, for uncollectable accounts. These balances, dating 
as far back as 2012, are from businesses that are no longer operating. The Board reviewed and 
signed the abatements as presented.   
 

Ramsey Lien: 
Ashey provided the Board with information she received from Kelly about the lien placed 
against the Ramsey property as part of the judgment against them for an illegal junkyard. Kelly 
stated that the writ of execution, directing the lien filing, was drafted by the court and is not 
something the Town has authority over. Kelly added that Ramsey could make payments to the 
Town toward the fine, and does not have to pay the entire amount at once.  
 

Mid-Coast Economic Development:  
Ashey spoke to the Board about membership in the Mid-Coast Economic Development District. 
She explained that Reeves Gilmore has been attending meetings on behalf of the Town. Ashey 
added that there has been no benefit to the Town through this organization and noted a recent 
invoice for membership fees. White asked if there is a document explaining all the things they 
do; Ashey replied that she would see if she could find a mission statement.  
 

Request for Agenda:  
Ashey told the Board that she had received a request to post the Selectboard agendas on the 
Town website. The Board agreed to post tentative agendas on the northportmaine.org website.  
The Board asked Ashey if the school posts their agendas because they have not been receiving 
them. Ashey was unsure about publication of the School agenda, but told the Board they could 
e-mail Superintendent Judy Harvey requesting to be added to the e-mail notifications.  
 

Tax Maps:  
Ashey informed the Board that the updated tax maps have not been printed yet. She explained 
that more information needs to be gathered about the agreement with Global Imaging Systems 
and the agreement the Town has with them. Ashey told the Board that Mike White had 
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submitted a proposal of $1,410.00 plus printing and shipping costs to update after the April 1, 
2017 changes have been made.  
 

Finance Director:  
Finance Director Vicki Eugley presented the Board with Accounts Payable and Payroll Warrants 
for review and signatures. The Board reviewed and signed the warrants as presented.  
 

Minutes:  
Tucker provided the Board with draft minutes of the October 10, 2017 meeting for review and 
approval. The Board reviewed the minutes.  
 

Under motion by Board Member Shelly Patten, second by Chairman Mark Humphreys, the 
Board voted 3-0 to approve the minutes of the October 10, 2017 meeting as corrected.  
 

Change in Meeting Dates:  
In consideration of Christmas Day the Board moved the second meeting in December from 
December 25th to December 18th.  
 

Under motion by Vice Chair Drexell White, second by Board Member Shelly Patten, the Board 
voted 3-0 to adjourn at 7:30p.m.  
 
Respectfully Submitted,  
 
 
Jeanine Tucker 
Town Clerk 
 


