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SELECTBOARD MEETING  
SEPTEMBER 25, 2017 6p.m. 

 

Present: Chairman Mark Humphreys, Vice Chair Drexell White, Board Member Shelly Patten, 
Town Administrator Barbara Ashey, Town Clerk Jeanine Tucker, Finance Director Vicki Eugley, 
Road Commissioner Amon Morse, Northport Village Representative Paul Nyren and Resident 
Don Ramsey.  
 

Citizen’s Concerns:  
 Property Management Ordinance:  
Town Administrator Barbara Ashey told the Board that she had not heard from property owner 
Laura Dunne regarding the Property Management Ordinance she would like the Board to 
consider. Ashey stated that she had suggested Dunne speak directly with the people managing 
the property she had concerns about, asking them directly what plans they have of cleaning up 
the property.  
 Food Sovereignty Ordinance:  
Ashey had discussed the Food Sovereignty Ordinance, as proposed by resident Joy Metcalf, 
with Town Attorney Bill Kelly. Kelly explained that there are areas in the current State Statute 
that need to be corrected in order to comply with Federal guidelines. He added these 
corrections should be done relatively soon. In the meantime Kelly did not feel as though there 
was any sense of urgency to pass an ordinance at this time.  
 Ramsey Waiver Request:  
Resident Don Ramsey arrived late to the meeting to follow up with the Board regarding his 
request for a waiver on the fine he was assessed by the Courts for maintaining an illegal 
junkyard. Ramsey told the Board he was told everything had to be off the property, including 
his bulldozer which he is not willing to part with. He stated that when he had made initial 
arrangements with the Code Officer, John Larson, he said he could have everything cleaned up 
by July 2016 and that he would be able to store his collectables. Ramsey continued by stating 
that the agreement that was drafted by Larson said everything had to be cleaned up and this 
was not what they had previously discussed. He claimed that attempts to contact Larson for 
further arrangements, after he had been served a summons to court, were not responded to. 
Ramsey continued to revisit all matters leading up to his court case and why he felt the Board 
should consider waiving the fine imposed by the court.  
Ashey acknowledged that all of the information Ramsey was providing the Board had been 
presented to the courts as part of the trial and the courts found in favor of the Town, including 
the Maine Law Court, which heard his appeal. Ashey explained that these findings were based 
on evidence and testimony presented by Larson as well as testimony provided by Ramsey. She 
reminded Ramsey that he had an opportunity to sign a consent agreement, but refused.  
White told Ramsey that the Board had signed the agreement in an effort to work with him. 
Chairman Mark Humphreys reviewed the timeline with Ramsey, which included Ramsey’s 
refusal to sign the agreement with the Town in February 2016 as well as refusing an agreement 
offered by Kelly that would have avoided the matter going to court. Ramsey told the Board that 
he would leave the meeting to allow them the opportunity to discuss his request. He left 
immediately after.  
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Humphreys questioned the ability of Ramsey being able to appeal to the Board for waiver of 
the fine. White noted that Ramsey had his appeal and it was heard in the Law Court, only to be 
upheld in favor of the Town. Ashey stated that Ramsey had multiple opportunities to take care 
of the matter before it went to court. Ashey added that Larson does have dated pictures from 
2013 to 2016 of Ramsey’s property showing the extent of materials on the property.  
The Board agreed that they would not revisit the matter as it was heard, and upheld, by two 
courts.  White asked what the Town had paid in legal fees; Finance Director Vicki Eugley replied 
that she did not have an exact figure but knew it was over $5,000.00.  
Humphreys asked if Ramsey understood that the lien filled against his property for the fine is 
not like a tax lien that matures; Ashey stated that she didn’t think he fully understands the lien 
is more of a mechanics lien that stays with the property until it transfers to someone else. 
Ashey told the Board that she would explain it to him as well as follow up with a letter.  
 

Under motion by Vice Chair Drexell White, second by Chairman Mark Humphreys, the Board 
voted 3-0 to not reconsider the fine imposed on Donald Ramsey, by the courts, for maintaining 
an illegal junkyard.  
 

Northport Village Corporation (NVC):  
 Fire Ordinance: 
Northport Village Representative Paul Nyren spoke to the Board about the Village Fire 
Ordinance. Nyren told the Board that the Overseers did discuss the ordinance and had decided 
to have the Governance Committee review it. He stated that he will report back on their 
progress when he receives updates.  
Ashey told the Board, and Nyren that she had discussed the Village ordinance with Kelly. She 
stated that he recalled it passing in 2007. Kelly had correspondence between Joe Huntoon, Judy 
Metcalf and the Maine Forest Service Director. Kelly said that the Forest Service Director had 
stated that the NVC is beyond their authority to issue permits, as only persons appointed or 
sworn are authorized to do so. White noted that the Village ordinance does not talk about 
permitting, only restrictions. White added that the Selectboard does not have any input on the 
NVC Ordinance.  
 Roads: 
Nyren and Road Commissioner Amon Morse discussed drainage plans in different areas. Morse 
stated that he cannot move a particular catch basin on Broadway, but has an alternate plan 
using a storm drain which depends on where underground utilities are in the area.  
 Village Trash:  
Ashey spoke to the Board and Nyren about a recent conversation she had with Transfer Station 
Attendant Tim Patten and Drexel Bailey. They had said there have been lawn clippings and 
leaves being placed in the paper bags for curbside pick-up in the Village. Ashey stated that the 
paper bags were only supposed to be used for zero sort materials and that the bags are being 
placed in the ZeroSort container, instead of trash bags with transfer station stickers. She asked 
Nyren if there is a way to remind Village property owners that only the recyclables go into the 
paper bags and all other items/materials are to be placed in trash bags with the appropriate 
stickers. 
 

Birch Crest Stairs:  
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Town Clerk Jeanine Tucker had been asked about who is liable for stairs in a right of way in 
Birch Crest. Nyren stated that he had asked the Town for permission to install stairs for access 
to the shore. Nyren said that the Board agreed to allow him to construct the stairs and the 
Town would maintain them. Ashey questioned the Town involvement, citing a similar request 
for Kelly Cove. White asked Ashey to check past meeting minutes and report back.  
 

Roads & Bridges:  
 Brush Cutting Contract: 
Morse told the Board that brush cutting is almost done and they will come back later and chip it 
later. Chairman Mark Humphreys had been asked to find out if the brush at the Pound Hill Road 
and Upper Bluff Road intersection could be cut back more. He stated that there was a concern 
about lack of visibility at that location and the resident wanted to know if it could be cut back 
more or is it already cut back as far as the Town right-of-way. Morse stated that typically he has 
brush cut back 20 feet, or the top of the ditch line.  
 Paving Contract: 
Morse stated that Pike had started the reclaim process of the paving contract. He said they will 
do a final grade and add water before letting the road pack for a week. Morse explained that 
once the reclaimed roads pack Pike will come back and pave.  
Morse informed the Board that he had received a complaint about an unstable mailbox and 
that the Post Office wouldn’t deliver mail because the mailbox “wasn’t right”. Morse checked 
on the site and said that no work had been done in that area so the issue has nothing to do with 
the town.  
 Unmaintained Roads: 
Ashey spoke to Morse and the Board about a note she had from Deputy Code Officer Toupie 
Rooney regarding the status of a section of road connecting Bog Road, Flanders Road and Priest 
Road. Ashey reported that someone is interested in buying a parcel in that area, but would like 
to see no improvements made to the road so that people could continue to hike in the area 
without the worry of traffic. Ashey added that the road(s) had not been officially discontinued, 
but the Town could hold a public hearing to gather input on what people recall for maintenance 
in the area. If no evidence of maintenance can be provided, then the Town could move forward 
with a town meeting warrant article to vote to abandon and discontinue the roads. The Board 
and Ashey agreed that there is nothing to act on at this time.  
 Bay Street: 
Nyren asked Morse if he had come up with a resolution for drainage issues at 21 Bay Street. 
Morse stated that he will be having gravel added, as well as some paving done to create a small 
swale.  
 Beech Hill Road Driveway Entrance:  
Ashey told the Board that both the Maine Department of Transportation (DOT) and Morse feel 
as though placing a driveway entrance at 3 Beech Hill Road is unsafe due to a lack of visibility. 
Ashey continued by stating there is apparently an existing culvert and access to the site, 
although it is unclear when the access was created. White asked how long it has been since the 
access was used; Ashey replied that she does not recall it ever being used. She had discussed 
the matter with Attorney Kelly, who could not find any statutes on abandoned culverts and is 
unsure if the Town can refuse access through a pre-existing entrance.  
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Ashey reiterated safety concerns due to the poor line of site as traffic approaches. She added 
that there are concerns voiced by EMS as a dangerous intersection that may see a lot of 
accidents. Morse stated that the property owner had requested “Reduced Speed Ahead” and 
“Hidden Drive” signs for the area. Morse had told her that he cannot do anything about the 
speed limit and that he was unsure about placing a “Hidden Drive” sign, knowing it is a 
dangerous site and concerns that it may become a Town liability. Ashey noted that if her intent 
is to utilize the existing entrance she will need to remove the planks further down the property.  
Ramsey mentioned that he was the Road Commissioner in the later 1970’s and that the culvert 
was there then. He suggested that it could have been placed by the DOT when the State 
maintained the roads.  
The Board asked Ashey to find out how the DOT would handle such situations.  
 George Street Right-of-way: 
Morse spoke to Ashey and the Board about a deck that was built at the corner of George Street 
and Griffin Street. Morse stated that the deck is in the right-of-way on Griffin Street, a Village 
maintained road, apparently allowed by the Northport Village Corporation. Morse continued by 
telling the Board about stones placed at the same location in the right-of-way on George Street. 
He told the Board that these stones will cause plowing issues this winter.  
Ashey said that the Code Officers had concerns about this deck being so close to the road, and 
was told by the owner that he could get a waiver from the Overseers. White questioned how 
the Overseers could grant a waiver. Ashey said that she will get more information and 
clarification.  
  

Property Abatements:  
Town Clerk Jeanine Tucker presented two Property Tax Abatements, due to overassessments, 
to the Board for approval. Tucker explained that one account was supposed to have been 
merged with adjoining property and then deleted after. She stated that the property was joined 
with the abutting parcel, but the original account was not deleted in the process. Tucker said 
the second abatement was due to an overassessment of the property.  
The Board reviewed and signed the abatements as presented.  
 

New Float Specs:  
White had spoken with Harbor Master Gordon Fuller about progress on specs for the 
replacement floats in Saturday Cove. White stated that Fuller will be bringing his draft specs to 
Ashey in the next few days.  
 

Transfer Station:  
Ashey had been asked by Tick Talk, the company that treated for ticks at the Transfer Station, if 
the Town would like them to do another treatment for fall. The Board agreed that it would be 
wise to have Tick Talk retreat the Transfer Station for ticks this fall.  
 
Holiday Meeting Schedule: 
Ashey discussed the upcoming Columbus Day Holiday with the Board. She stated that would be 
the night the Board would typically meet and asked if they would like to reschedule. The Board 
discussed the matter and questioned whether or not the Planning Board meeting would meet 
Tuesday night, October 10th.  
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Under motion by Vice Chair Drexell White, second by Chairman Mark Humphreys, the Board 
voted 3-0 to change the October 9, 2017 regular meeting to Tuesday October 10, 2017 so long 
as doing so does not conflict with the Planning Board meeting.  
 

Finance Director Vicki Eugley mentioned that, per the Personnel Policy, Town Hall would be 
closed both Friday November 10th and Saturday November 11th in observance of Veteran’s Day. 
The Board acknowledged the closure.  
 

Finance Director:  
 Warrants: 
Eugley presented Accounts Payable and Payroll Warrants to the Board, for review and 
signatures. The Board reviewed and signed the Warrants as presented.  
 Special Reserve Accounts:  
 Eugley discussed moving special reserve accounts from their current bank to The First for a 
higher interest rate, 1.25%. She explained that she had discussed the matter with Purdy 
Powers, the Town Auditor, and that they were okay with moving the funds since they would be 
collateralized. Eugley added that some of the accounts could go from earning $17/month to 
$75/month in interest.  
 

Under motion by Chairman Mark Humphreys, second by Board Member Shelly Patten, the 
Board voted 3-0 to move the various Special Reserve accounts to The First for an interest rate 
of 1.25%.  
 

Unpaid Personal Property Accounts:  
Eugley spoke to the Board about personal property accounts that were assessed and billed, but 
remain delinquent and unpaid. She referenced a couple of business that are no longer 
operating and have outstanding personal property balances. Eugley explained that the Town 
cannot lien property for the personal property taxes like they can for real estate taxes. 
Currently the combined balance is $442. Eugley asked the Board if they would like her to 
discuss the option with the auditors and, if they are okay with it, write off the unpaid balances. 
The Board told Eugley they were okay with what the auditors recommend.   
 

Minutes:  
Tucker provided the Board with draft minutes of the September 11, 2017 meeting for review 
and approval. The Board reviewed the minutes as presented.  
 

Under motion by Board Member Shelly Patten, second by Chairman Mark Humphreys, the 
Board voted 3-0 to approve the September 11, 2017 minutes as corrected.  
 
 
Boston Post Cane: 
Patten asked if the Town has the original Boston Post Cane and what the process of recognizing 
the oldest resident is. Ashey stated that the Town does not have the original cane, its 
whereabouts are unknown. She explained that she orders replica canes from a company in New 
Hampshire and then send them to an engraver to have “Northport” engraved on the top. Ashey 
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stated that Deputy Clerk Robin Coombs keeps a list of the oldest living residents to refer to 
when it is time to pass the cane along.  
 

Under motion by Vice Chair Drexell White, second by Board Member Shelly Patten, the Board 
voted 3-0 to adjourn at 7:43p.m.  
 
 
Respectfully Submitted,  
 
 
 
Jeanine Tucker 
Town Clerk 
 
 


