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SELECTBOARD MEETING  
 6 P.M. JULY 11, 2016 

 

Present: Chairman Drexell White; Vice Chair Denise Lindahl; Board Member Mark Humphreys; 
Town Administrator Barbara Ashey; Town Clerk Jeanine Tucker; Finance Director Vicki Eugley; 
Road Commissioner Amon Morse; Northport Village Representative Paul Nyren; Harbor Master 
Gordon Fuller; Village Resident Tim Samway; Resident Al Grimshaw and Property Owner John 
Boynton.  
 

Citizen’s Concerns:  
 LaCoste Shrubbery: 
Ashey updated the Board on the tree/shrub that needed to be replaced on the Don LaCoste 
property next to the Bluff Road Fire Station. Ashey told the Board that Plowing Contractor 
Robert Patterson had planted a small tree, but it did not compare in size to what was pre-
existing. Ashey provided the Board with pictures of the replacement tree. LaCoste had 
contacted Ashey and told her he wasn’t expecting a full 15 foot replacement hedge, but he did 
expect more than what was planted. The pictures Ashey passed around resembled images of a 
“Charlie Brown” type of Christmas tree. Humphreys asked what LaCoste had to say about the 
matter; Ashey replied that he is not satisfied.  
 

Under motion by Vice Chair Lindahl, second by Chairman White, the Board voted 3-0 to have a 
more appropriate replacement tree planted and to withhold the cost from the first payment to 
Patterson in October.  
 

The Board directed Ashey to make sure that LaCoste is involved in the process.  
The Board also directed Ashey to send a letter to Patterson notifying him that he needs to 
remove the truck parked at the Sand/Salt Shed by a date certain or the Town will have it towed, 
with the expense withheld from his October payment as well.  
 

 Tax Request: 
Tucker informed the Board about a request she and Ashey had received from a property owner. 
The individual requested that fees and costs associated with his account be waived. He claimed 
that, since he had not received a courtesy notice informing him that the first half payment was 
not paid in full, any balance due be waived. A note he forwarded with his September payments 
stated that he did not have the remittance stubs, as his daughter had kept them. He had 
indicated on the two checks what parcels the payments were for. Tucker stated that both 
checks were for the same amount, but once applied to the map and lot indicated on each check 
they did not cover the first half due. She explained that typically a courtesy letter would be sent 
to the taxpayer informing them of the oversight, unfortunately in this instance she could not 
find evidence this had been done.  Tucker told the Board that she had informed the property 
owner that, by law, the Town is not obligated to send a tax bill, reminder notice or other 
correspondence to a property owner. She added that the only notice required by statute is the 
30 day notice. Tucker also stated that, by statute, the Town cannot waive interest or penalties 
on an account. The property owner then discussed the matter with Ashey.  
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Ashey said that she told him the same information, that notices are not required and that the 
amounts cannot be waived. He had asked her to check anyway. Ashey and Tucker looked into 
legislation and statutes and could find nothing to support his request. Ashey reminded the 
Board that due dates and interest rates are set at Annual Town Meeting by the residents of 
Northport and must be adhered to.  
 

Under motion by Vice Chair Lindahl, second by Chairman White, the Board agreed 3-0 that 
there is no action they need to take on the matter.  
 

White explained to the property owner that he should contact the Town Office to confirm the 
status of his taxes. The property owner stated that he will include a return envelope in the 
future so that he may receive the receipt.  
 Grimshaw Easement:  
Ashey informed the Board that, per Town Attorney Bill Kelly, Mr. Grimshaw would need to have 
a surveyors sketch drafted to depict where the Town right-of-way is and where the proposed 
septic system will be before the Board could consider any options regarding an easement. 
Grimshaw was present and acknowledged the requirement.  
 Speed Limit Concern: 
Grimshaw spoke to the Board about concerns he has with the rate of speed people are 
travelling on the Shore Road near his house. He wanted to know how to get a speed limit sign 
posted. The Board discussed what they thought the speed limit is in that area and asked Ashey 
and Morse to find out for sure. Village Representative Paul Nyren suggested that Grimshaw 
speak to the two State Police Officers that are working as the Village Patrol Officers this 
summer. Nyren stated that they may be able to increase their presence on that end of the 
Village border. Grimshaw stated that he has seen the Sheriff’s Department go through on 
occasion, but that hasn’t seemed to slow people down.  
 Global Warming:  
John Boynton spoke to the Board regarding concerns he has with global warming and the 
impact it will have on the shore line. Boynton stated that it is inevitable, although not in the 
near future, that water levels will rise four feet. He asked the Board if they had considered 
starting a reserve account for elevation improvements. Boynton offered to assist if the Board 
were interested.  
 

Northport Village Representative: 
Nyren told the Board that he does not have any major news to report. He mentioned that Bill 
Paige is concerned about a post in front of the catch basin on Bay Street that keeps getting 
broken. He is afraid someone is going to get hurt. Morse stated that he is looking at solutions 
for the post and catch basin.  
Ashey stated that the Code Officers said the sea wall construction being done on Sea Street 
should have been completed at the end of last week.  
Nyren added that the tree on the corner of Main and George Street needs pruning, if not totally 
removed. Morse asked Ashey if she had heard from Lucas Tree. Ashey stated that she has and 
that they are requesting 25% down before they start and that check will be going in the mail in 
the morning. She said once the check is received they will start work, most likely the beginning 
of next week.  
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Roads & Bridges: 
Morse reported that there had been a couple of washouts with the rains received before the 
4th. He told the Board that he had to put gravel on the shoulder of Nebraska Road, a section by 
the guardrails on Shore Road and still had a couple spots to fix. Ashey asked Morse if he were 
aware of sections on Broadway and Leeman Drive that needed gravel, Morse acknowledged he 
was aware and they are included on his list.  
Ashey told the Board that she and Morse will be meeting with Andrew Hedrich, from Gartley & 
Dorsky, and a representative from Prock Marine at Shaw Brook Bridge to discuss the timeframe 
for the bridge construction. White stated that he noticed someone had started marking the 
site.  
Harbormaster Gordon Fuller asked if the contractors that had been working at a property in the 
area would be fixing the shoulder at the top of the hill near the bridge where they had parked 
their trucks. Ashey stated that company was Prock Marine and she will speak to the 
representative about that when they meet.  
White asked Morse if he would have the bamboo cut back on the sides of the road in Saturday 
Cove. White also asked Morse if the sidewalks have been painted in Temple Heights. Morse 
replied that he will take care of both items.  
Morse told the Board that he would like to get the bid notice out for winter sand. He stated 
that there is enough left from last year to cut the amount back to 1,500 yards this year. The 
Board instructed Morse to draft up the specs and put the notice out. Morse asked Tucker if she 
could use the specs from last year and just reduce the amount to 1,500 instead of 2,000. Tucker 
told Morse she would take care of it and run the notice for bids to be considered at the August 
8, 2016 meeting.  
 

Harbormaster: 
 Saturday Cove Improvement Project: 
Fuller told the Board that he was surprised by a phone call he received last week notifying him 
that some of the floats would be taken out. He stated that the initial time frame he was given 
showed float removal next week. Fuller told the contractor that he did not feel comfortable 
with pulling the floats this early, noting that the fishermen needed more advanced notice. The 
contractor said he was going to call Ashey. Ashey stated that she had not been contacted by the 
contractor, but she had gone down to speak with the foreman. She noted that it appeared they 
had modified the float plan to accommodate the fishermen. Fuller acknowledged they had 
anchored floats to the outermost pilings and the fishermen could still access them. Fuller added 
that Farley & Sons is doing a very good job so far.  
Ashey told the Board that she has still not heard from Maine Coast Marine in regards to a start 
date, but Farley & Son’s should be done by July 29th.  
White asked Fuller to have the Harbor Committee meet and discuss what needs to be done in 
Saturday Cove, more specifically signage that should be in place, parking matters that could be 
addressed and or placement of trash barrels.  
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 Moorings: 
White asked Fuller how the mooring process has gone. Fuller replied that he has not compared 
registrations done so far this year to those done last year, but he doesn’t think there are many 
registrations that still need to be done.  
Transfer Station:  
 Pine Tree Waste Contract Extension: 
Ashey reminded the Board that the Pine Tree Waste contract runs out at the beginning of 
August. She had received an offer of a 4% increase until April 2018 from Jim Dunning earlier this 
year. The offer stated that Pine Tree would split the cost of recyclables the first year and the 
Town would have to cover the entire cost from thereafter.  Ashey stated that she had sent 
Dunning an e-mail asking if the 4% increase could be carried through June 2018, but she has not 
heard back yet.  
The Board discussed options of contracting with Pine Tree for two years, one year or possibly 
through June 2017.  
 

Under motion by Vice Chair Lindahl, second by Board Member Humphreys, the Board voted 3-0 
to contract with Pine Tree Waste at the proposed 4% increase until June 30, 2017, if Pine Tree is 
agreeable.  
 

 Re-cap of the June 28, 2016 Special Town Meeting:  
Lindahl stated she found it interesting to learn Fiberight had not secured permitting yet and 
that facility is going to be smaller than originally planned. Ashey told the Board that she had 
received a call from a resident that had not been able to attend the meeting, but thought that it 
was the right thing to do. The Board noted they were amazed at how many people thought the 
Board was endorsing the warrant article. Grimshaw asked if it were common to have an article 
on the warrant that the Board does not favor. Lindahl replied that many articles will say “the 
Board recommends”, but that particular article did not.  
 Disposal Fees: 
Ashey told the Board that she had submitted an inquiry to the Managers Group, via their e-mail 
list serve, asking what other towns charge for materials and brush. She stated that she did not 
get much for a response, but noted charges for items containing Freon- which the Town was 
also cited for at the last inspection. Ashey said that, per the inspection, Freon items have been 
set aside until a contractor removes the gas. DM&J will be removing the Freon from the units at 
a cost of $15 per item and will pick the units up the next time they swap the metals container. 
Ashey noted that the cost of removing the Freon is not covered by the fee collected.  
Ashey informed that Board that Tim Peabody had cleared the lawn clipping and leaf pile, and 
cleaned up the area where the brush pile had been. She continued by telling the Board that 
DM&J will haul brush off in the fall.  White noted that a gate will need to be installed so that 
people are not dropping brush without checking with the attendant first. Ashey stated that she 
had discussed this with Tim Patten and Drexel Bailey and they both thought a gate or chain was 
a good idea. Lindahl added that signs stating ‘see attendant first’ and ‘no leaves or lawn 
clippings’ need to be put up as well. Humphreys suggested having a gravel pad for vehicles to 
drive onto.  
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The Board discussed having Morse install something for a gate to stop traffic flow to the brush 
pile and what fees should be collected for brush disposal.  
 

Under motion by Board Member Mark Humphreys, second by Vice Chair Lindahl, the Board 
voted 3-0 to raise the cost of disposing of Freon items at the Transfer Station to $15.00 per item 
and to charge the same amount for brush disposal as is charged for demo/debris.  
Ashey told the Board that Patten had scraped and re-painted the yellow gate going into the 
Transfer Station, noting that it looks very nice.  
Ashey also noted that there will be an open house at the PERC plant on July 16th from 10a.m. to 
2p.m.  
 

Wyman Park: 
Ashey spoke to the Board about an offer she received from a resident that would like to 
volunteer. She stated that the resident is willing to sign a waiver so he could weed whack and 
mow at Wyman Park. The Board instructed Ashey to check with Maine Municipal Association 
(MMA) to see what they advise and if immunizations should be up to date.  
 

MMA Legislative Policy Committee: 
Ashey had received a ballot for the Board to cast to elect members to the MMA Legislative 
Policy Committee. The Board reviewed and voted the ballot for Ashey to forward on their 
behalf.  
 

Animal Control Officer: 
Ashey told the Board that Animal Control Officer Heidi Blood would be getting the series of 
Rabies Vaccines since there has been a positive case in Lincolnville. Ashey stated that Blood will 
be having the towns she serves split the cost equally.  
 

Finance Director:  
Finance Director Vicki Eugley told the Board that the Disbursement of Education Costs Policy 
needs to be reviewed and, if the Board determines that no changes need to be made, the Town 
Clerk can certify the existing policy as renewed.  
 

Under motion by Chairman White, second by Board Member Humphreys, the Board voted 3-0 
to make no changes and renew the Disbursement of Education Costs Policy as is.  
 

Accounts Payable and Payroll Warrants:  
Eugley presented the Board with Accounts Payable and Payroll Warrants for Review and 
signatures. The Board reviewed and signed the warrants as presented.  
 

Selectboard Chairman and Vice Chair:  
White stated that he has enjoyed his time serving the Town as Board Chairman. He added that 
he would also enjoy supporting another person as chair. Lindahl said that she had discussed the 
position of Chair with Humphreys during White’s absence. Humphreys told White and Lindahl 
that he would serve as Chair if they felt he were a good candidate, but he would look to them 
for support.  
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Under motion by White, second by Lindahl, the Board voted 2-0 to appoint Board Member 
Mark Humphreys as Chairman.  
 

Under motion by White, second by Humphreys, the Board voted 2-0 to appoint Lindahl as Vice 
Chair.  
 

Minutes:  
Tucker provided the Board with draft minutes of the June 13, 2016; June 21, 2016; June 27, 
2016 Selectboard meetings and the June 28, 2016 Public Hearing and Special Town Meeting for 
review and approval.  
 

Under motion by Board Member White, second by Vice Chair Lindahl, the Board voted 2-0 to 
approve the June 13, 2016 meeting as corrected. Humphreys abstained as he was not present 
at that meeting.  

 

Under motion by Chair Humphreys, second by Vice Chair Lindahl, the Board voted 2-0 to 
approve the June 21, 2016 and June 27, 2016 meetings as corrected. White abstained as he was 
not present at either meeting.  
 

Under motion by Board Member White, second by Vice Chair Lindahl, the Board voted 2-0 to 
approve the June 13, 2016 meeting as corrected. Humphreys abstained as he was not present 
at that meeting.  

Under motion by Vice Chair Lindahl, second by Chair Humphreys, the Board voted 2-0 to 
approve the June 28, 2016 Public Hearing and Special Town Meeting minutes as corrected. 
White abstained as he had not attended those meetings.  
 

Request for Unapproved Minutes:  
Northport Village property owner Tim Samway told Town Clerk Tucker, and the Board, that 
when there is a request for minutes the Town needs to respond within five days of that 
request, even if they cannot supply the requested information in that time frame.  
White asked Ashey to check with Counsel on the procedure of access to minutes not yet 
approved.  
 
Samway also asked if the Town would consider including minutes from the prior year Town 
Meeting in the Town Report.  
 
Under motion by Chair Humphreys, second by Board Member White, the Board voted 3-0 to 
adjourn at 7:48p.m.  
 
 
Respectfully Submitted,  
 
 
Jeanine Tucker 
Town Clerk 


