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SELECTBOARD MEETING  
6P.M. JUNE 27, 2016 

 

Present: Vice Chair Denise Lindahl, Board Member Mark Humphreys, Town Administrator 
Barbara Ashey, Town Clerk Jeanine Tucker, Finance Director Vicki Eugley, Road Commissioner 
Amon Morse, Northport Village Representative Paul Nyren, Northport School Committee 
Chairman Mark Lynch, residents Al Grimshaw and Tim Samway. (Chairman Drexell White was 
excused) 
 

Citizen’s Concerns:  
Resident Al Grimshaw spoke to the Board regarding a request for permission to install a new 
septic system within the Town right-of-way on Shore Road. Grimshaw explained that he had 
purchased his 498 Shore Road property in 1998 and has recently decided to utilize space over 
the garage by constructing an in-law type apartment. He has been told that this plan would 
require a septic system separate from the primary residence. He acknowledged that the garage 
is parallel to the road and is within the Town right-of-way, but is reportedly grandfathered and 
rebuilding on the same footprint is permissible. Grimshaw stated that he has been working with 
Code Officer Toupie Rooney on the matter and, after an initial inspection, it is possible to install 
a septic system. In order to move forward with his plans he would need an easement from the 
Town granting him permission to place a system, parallel to the road, in the Town right-of-way. 
The Board asked about the relation of the ditch to the property; Road Commissioner Amon 
Morse stated that the ditch is on the opposite side of the road and would not be an issue. 
Ashey asked if it would be with in the Shoreland Zone; Grimshaw stated that it will not and it is 
further back than the required setback. Ashey told the Board that she would contact Town 
Attorney Bill Kelly and see what he advises and then report back to the Board and Grimshaw.  
 

Northport Village Corporation:  
Northport Village Representative Paul Nyren told the Board that he did not have any new 
information to pass along, but would like to follow up on some ongoing items. He noted that 
Shore Road is being prepped for some work; Morse stated that he has been marking culverts 
that need to be replaced and that the Board will be reviewing the specs for that project later in 
the meeting. Morse added that paving and reclaim will be done in the fall. Nyren asked if 
paving includes the swale that needs to be placed on Shore Road; Morse replied that is should 
be addressed with the paving plans.  
Morse told Ashey that Lucas Tree was supposed to submit quotes for review and told the Board 
that the company may address the tree issues.  
Nyren asked about the status of the Saturday Cove project. Ashey replied that the approval and 
permit have been received and Farley & Son will start mobilization on July 5, 2016. Ashey added 
that the Town is still waiting for approval and permitting for the Shaw Brook Bridge project. 
Nyren stated that he had heard the fishermen will be using the Bayside wharf during 
construction. Vice Chair Lindahl stated that if the fishermen had to use another site it should 
only be for a couple of days and not the duration of the construction project.  
Lindahl informed Nyren that the Town is still not accepting brush at the Transfer Station. She 
continued by explaining that there are some measures that need to be in place prior to 
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accepting brush again. Ashey told Nyren that the leaf and lawn clipping pile needs to be cleaned 
up first because it is a violation to have the materials on site. Board Member Mark Humphreys 
added that the Town is not permitted to accept and they will not be allowed at the Transfer 
Station. Nyren asked about burning the materials; Ashey replied that would require the 
materials be placed on a cement pad and a plan to handle the ash would have to be in place. 
Ashey added that there is nice compost in the middle of the pile, but so far no contractors are 
willing to take it. 
Village resident Tim Samway asked what would be involved in permitting for the leaves and 
lawn clippings. Humphreys stated that it would have to be placed on a cement slab, would need 
temperature monitoring and occasional turning. Samway asked what people are doing with the 
leaf bags he has seen set out on the roadside in the Village. Town Clerk Jeanine Tucker 
explained that the paper bags were chosen as a solution for sorting curbside pick-up of waste in 
the Village area and should only contain Zero Sort Recycling items.   
Nyren asked if the Town had checked on the permitting for the Sea Street seawalls. Ashey 
stated that the permit is still in effect and the Code Officer was going to check on the project. 
Ashey noted that the permitting does not go through the Town and the permit could be valid 
for five years. Lindahl stated that the Town will not be doing anything with the road until the 
contractor is done. Nyren told the Board that he can ask the contractor when he thinks he may 
be done.  
 

Roads & Bridges: 
Morse presented the Board with specs for ditching and culvert replacement. He told the Board 
that both of the culverts at the school need to be replaced as well and asked if they would 
rather wait until construction is complete before replacing them. School Committee Chair Mark 
Lynch stated that there shouldn’t be any heavy equipment accessing the school at the start of 
the school year and he will check this week to see if culvert replacement was included in the 
paving plans. Morse told the Board and Lynch that he can have the replacements done at the 
same time the school is having the paving done. Tucker told Morse that, in order to advertise 
bid notices for two weeks, the Board would not be able to review the bids until the July 25th 
meeting because the first notice couldn’t run in the paper until July 7th.  
Morse informed the Board that Bill Paige is helping him mark the water covers and he is also 
writing something up addressing utilities before paving starts.  
Lynch asked Morse if there were any way a sign could be posted on Bluff Road alerting tractor 
trailer trucks of the steep hill. He explained that on more than one occasion trucks have 
attempted to turn around and there really isn’t a place in that area to do so. Morse said that he 
does have a couple of signs demonstrating a truck and steep slope that he will put up.  
 

Northport Municipal School:  
Lynch reported that construction on the school is moving along well and that the contractor is 
getting caught up after the various utility delays. He mentioned that the contractor had been 
asked if they could extend utility service, including digging another trench, to serve the 
greenhouse approved at Town Meeting. The School Committee opted to go a different route 
after the contractor had given them an estimate of $25,000.00 for the added work.  
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Lynch continued by telling the Board that all classrooms and admin spaces will be ready on the 
first day of school, but the gym floor will not. He explained that the finish takes a month to set 
because each of the three coats of finish take a week to set. He told the Board that a minimal 
access will be created for the kitchen and students will have to eat in the classrooms until the 
floor is set.  
Lynch informed the Board that there has been an increase to the size of the pellet silo. He 
stated that it was more cost effective for the school to have pellets delivered by a tractor trailer 
truck. Lynch told the Board that the Committee has done a change order, at a cost of $1,700.00, 
and requested a larger silo to accommodate the pellet deliveries. He noted that smaller 
deliveries would have cost $270/per ton and the larger delivery only costs $180/ton resulting in 
a difference of $5,400 a year. Lindahl asked Lynch how often they would need to order pellets; 
Lynch replied that projections are 60 tons of pellets should last a year and the larger silo will 
hold 60 tons.  
Samway asked if a backup generator was considered; Lynch replied that there will be one for 
the pellet boiler. 
Although the official RSU #20 Audit Report was not available yet, Lynch told the Board that they 
can expect just over $300,000 back. He noted that approximately $295,000 was from general 
education and the remaining amount would be from special education. He stated that this is 
the final measure in the separation from the RSU and that the funds can be placed in the same 
account as the MainePERS funds. He reminded the Board that the Town will have to pay for the 
RSU debt service until 2024 and the funds could be used to help offset taxes over ten years. 
Humphreys asked if there were any word on State funds; Lynch stated that they will not know 
about those funds until next year at budget time. He added that the low figure the school 
received this year was because of shifted figures from RSU #20’s reporting, even though 
corrective reports were submitted by the Northport School.  
 

Liquor License & Special Amusement Permit Renewal:  
Under motion by Vice Chairman Lindahl, second by Board Member Humphreys, the Board 
closed the meeting and entered into Public Hearing at 6:55p.m. for the purpose of reviewing 
the Liquor License & Special Amusement Permit renewal, pursuant to M.R.S.A. Title 28-A §653, 
for Athena Point Lookout. 
 

Lindahl asked for public input and if there were any complaints or concerns. Ashey and Tucker 
told her there were none.  
 

Under motion by Vice Chairman Lindahl, second by Board Member Humphreys, the Board 
closed the Public Hearing at 6:59p.m. 
 

Under motion by Lindahl, second by Humphreys, the Board voted 2-0 to approve the Liquor 
License & Special Amusement permit renewals for Athena Point Lookout.  
 

Public Hearing & Special Town Meeting: 
Lindahl informed Samway about the Public Hearing and Special Town Meeting coming up the 
following night. She stated that questions were asked after the Board voted against Article 6 at 
Annual Town Meeting, which may have been moved to vote on before residents were fully 
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informed on the matter. She explained that the Board found out after the fact the Article could 
have been re-visited before the close of the meeting. Lindahl told Samway that the Board felt 
the need to host a Public Hearing where representatives from the Municipal Review Committee 
(MRC) and the Penobscot Energy Recovery Corp.(PERC) could present information on waste 
management options, then follow the hearing up with a Special Town Meeting to see if 
residents would like to revisit the Article.  
 

Annual Appointments:  
Tucker informed the Board that she had been told by Peter Simpson that he would like to 
continue as the EMA Director and Health Officer and Robin Coombs would like to continue in 
her position as well.  
 

Under motion by Vice Chair Lindahl, second by Board Member Humphreys, the Board voted to 
approve the re-appointment of Simpson and Coombs 2-0. 
 

Lindahl and Humphreys discussed selecting the Board Chair. They agreed that the decision 
should wait until White can attend a meeting.  
 

Saturday Cove Improvement Project: 
Ashey informed the Board that all of the permitting has been approved and received. She 
stated that the contractors, the D.O.T and Gartley & Dorsky have all been notified. She noted 
that she has not heard back from Maine Coast Marine on a start date or a quote for the change 
order.  
 

Fairpoint High-speed Internet:  
Fairpoint had contacted Ashey to request a meeting for the purpose of discussing high-speed 
internet options for Northport. She accommodated the company and met with them in the 
conference room at Town Hall. During this meeting the representative from Fairpoint had a 
map showing coverage of Northport, which included areas that do not have any type of 
internet available. She had asked for a copy of the map, but was not provided one. The 
company recommended additional terminals near the Nealey Road and Stone Drive, at the 
expense of the Town, at an estimated cost of $40,000 and $80,000 each. The company was also 
willing to do an impact study at an additional cost of $3,500. 
Humphreys noted that the Town has never paid for any of the existing terminals. Ashey 
confirmed that there are five other terminals in Northport and none of them have had any 
funding from the Town. Humphreys asked who would collect the revenue for the added 
availability; Ashey replied that it would be Fairpoint.   
 

Maine Municipal Association Hazard Assessment: 
Ashey spoke to the Board about a recent inspection of Town properties that Maine Municipal 
Association (MMA) conducted. She told the Board that all areas checked out fine, except for the 
Sand & Salt Shed. When the agent for MMA entered the building he discovered 15 or more 5 
gallon buckets of used motor oil, trucks and tires. Ashey told the Board that the Town will be 
cited for the materials and she will have to submit a plan of action. She told the Board that she 
called plowing contractor Robert Patterson and Road Commissioner Morse immediately and 
the materials were cleaned out the next day.  
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LaCoste Complaint:  
Humphreys asked Ashey if Patterson had taken care of replacing the shrub for Don LaCoste. 
Ashey told the Board that Patterson had responded to the letter she sent giving him until June 
25th to correct the matter or the Town would take care of it and withhold the cost from his first 
seasonal payment in October. He told Ashey that he has bought and would be planting a 
replacement shrub, but he never hit one and there is no stump. Ashey said she had reminded 
Patterson this was done the previous winter and had never been addressed by him.  
 

80K Action: 
Ashey informed the Board that the Court date for the 80K Action against Don Ramsey has been 
postponed as Ramsey was going to be out of Town. She stated that he is attempting to work 
with Code Enforcement and Town Attorney Bill Kelly is sending him a new consent agreement 
to sign and return. If Ramsey fails to return the agreement by a specified date then the matter 
will be reviewed in Court on July 25, 2016.  
 

Right-of-Way: 
Ashey told the Board that the Code Officers have sent a letter to property owners at 70 Bayside 
Road reminding them of the Right-of-way that runs along their property. The property owners 
have a chicken coop and boat parked in the right-of-way that need to be moved.  
   

Finance Director: 
 Wrapping up Year End: 
Finance Director Vicki Eugley told the Board that she discussed the bill for the removal of brush 
at the Transfer Station with the auditor and was told that the contingency account could be 
used to offset the cost. She stated that she is also waiting to hear if legal fees can be taken from 
the MainePERS funds and who has the authority to draw the funds.  
She noted that she is still waiting for an invoice for plumbing work that was done at Town Hall 
and other than that everything was looking good for year end.  
Ashey stated that she had received the consent agreement from the auditor, a formality they 
require every year. She told the Board that she could sign the agreement under authority 
granted by the Board.  
Eugley told the Board that Purdy Powers will have to work with the auditor the school has 
hired, and that they have worked together in the past. Eugley added that working with the 
school as a department of the Town has been more involved than she expected, but it has been 
worth it.  
 

Under motion by Vice Chair Lindahl, second by Board Member Humphreys, the Board voted 2-0 
to grant Town Administrator Barbara Ashey to sign the audit agreement between the Town of 
Northport and Purdy Powers.  
 

Minutes: 
Tucker provided the Board with draft minutes of the Annual Town Meeting for review and 
approval. The Board reviewed the minutes.  
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Under motion by Vice Chair Lindahl, second by Board Member Mark Humphreys the Board 
voted 2-0 to approve the Annual Town Meeting minutes as corrected.  
Executive Session: 
Under motion by Vice Chair Lindahl, second by Board Member Humphreys, the Board voted 2-0 
to enter into Executive Session pursuant to 1 M.R.S.A. §405 (6) (A) to discuss a personnel 
matter at 8:06p.m.  
 

Under motion by Vice Chair Lindahl, second by Board Member Humphreys, the Board voted 2-0 
to exit Executive Session at 8:09p.m. 
 

Under motion by Vice Chair Lindahl, second by Board Member Humphreys, the Board voted 2-0 
to approve and sign the Town Administrator contract.  
 

Under motion by Board Member Humphreys, second by Vice Chair Lindahl, the Board voted 2-0 
to adjourn at 8:15p.m.  
 
 
Respectfully Submitted,  
 
 
Jeanine Tucker  
Town Clerk 
 


