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SELECTBOARD MEETING 
MARCH 23, 2015 

 

Present: Chairman Drexell White; Vice Chair Denise Lindahl; Board Member Mark Humphreys, 
Town Administrator Barbara Ashey; Town Clerk Jeanine Tucker; Finance Director Vicki Eugley; 
Road Commissioner Amon Morse; Andrew Hedrich from Gartley & Dorsky; School Committee 
Member Sandy Wallace and residents Joy Metcalf and Paul Nyren for Citizens Concerns.  
 

Citizen’s Concerns:  
 Birch Crest: 
White welcomed resident Paul Nyren to the meeting and asked him to speak first. Nyren stated 
that he has discussed a certain portion of road in Birch Crest with Road Commissioner Amon 
Morse for three years, adding that Morse does address the matter by adding cold patch. Nyren 
explained that he believes the road needs more than patching at this point and asked the Board 
if they would consider soliciting bids for hot patch. White explained that the Board intends on 
bundling all the road projects needing pavement into one bid package this year. Morse agreed 
that it is beyond the patching point and assured Nyren that the section of road he is concerned 
about is on the list of roads to be addressed this year. Nyren thanked the Board, and Morse, for 
giving him the opportunity to speak and for understanding the situation. 
 

 Food Ordinance: 
White greeted resident Joy Metcalf and stated that he has done a lot of research on dairy 
ordinances and Bills before the Legislature. He explained that from his position as a Selectman, 
elected to support and represent the residents of Northport, he could not in good conscience 
support the Local Food Ordinance as was requested of the Board at the previous meeting. 
White continued by assuring Metcalf that he appreciates the position she and other local 
farmers are coming from, however adopting such an ordinance puts the Town at odds with the 
State and Federal Governments. White told Metcalf that the Town cannot pass ordinances that 
conflict with State Statute. He reminded her that a Town can enact something that is more 
stringent than State laws, but not something that would contradict them.  
Metcalf asked the Board if she collects enough signatures in the petition she is circulating, that 
requests a Local Food Ordinance be placed on the annual Town Meeting Warrant, would the 
article automatically be put on the warrant. White explained that the decision would be at the 
discretion of the Board. He continued by stating the Board has been advised not to adopt such 
an ordinance by two different members of legal counsel, one being Maine Municipal 
Association and the other being the Town Attorney.  
White spoke to Metcalf about the possibility of a Resolution, which is permissible by the State. 
He said that he would feel comfortable pursuing that avenue if residents wanted to vote on a 
resolution instead. Metcalf told the Board that she understands their concerns, but believes 
that the more towns that enact this ordinance will cause the State to take notice and look at 
the issue.  
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White stated that he has followed and is very familiar with LD 312; the recent hearings and 
activity surrounding it. White stated that he has asked the Town Clerk to look into the process 
of enacting a Resolution adding that she will report back with her findings.  
White asked Metcalf if she had seen the resolution; she stated that she has and commented 
that it is not enforceable. She explained that when a Town enacts an ordinance such as this the 
State will take action against the farmer and not the Town.    
White explained that he cannot put the Town in a position risking litigation. Humphreys and 
Lindahl agreed, both stating that the Board cannot support the proposed ordinance for that 
reason.  
 

Public Hearing:  
 Pizza Permare: 
White opened the public hearing for a first time liquor license application for Pizza Permare at 
6:20p.m.  
Tucker informed the Board that applicant, Bryant Hall, has paid for the advertising cost and that 
the application appeared to be complete.  
Lindahl asked if the applicant was also applying for a Special Amusement Permit; Tucker stated 
that she had not asked him of his intentions or whether or not he would need one.  
Resident Sandy Wallace spoke in favor of Hall, commending his character.  
 

Per M.R.S.A. Title 28-A §653 the Board reviewed the Liquor License Application for Pizza 
Permare.  
 

Under motion by Board Member Humphreys, second by Board Member Lindahl, the Board 
voted 3-0 to approve the Pizza Permare Liquor License, pending a background check on Hall as 
a first time applicant.  
 

Roads & Bridges: 
Nebraska Road: 

Andrew Hedrich, an engineer from Gartley & Dorsky, presented the Board with a revised plan 
for Nebraska Road construction. Hedrich had done some research and spoken with a 
representative from Lane Construction about the reclaim process. Hedrich told the Board that 
he would have no hesitations on doing a full depth reclamation, which would result in not 
having to lay any fabric or additional gravel.  
Lindahl asked how long the process would take; Hedrich replied that he was not given a time 
frame but added that the process could be done in one “swoop”. Hedrich stated that 
contractors would still need to loam and seed the sides, but it should not take more than a few 
weeks to complete. He told the Board that a projected cost would be around $2.50/ square 
yard including the cost of mobilization.  
White asked Morse if there were any other roads in Town that would benefit from the same 
process. Morse told the Board of a couple of locations that could benefit from the reclamation 
process and mentioned a few roads that have had it done in the past as examples.  
Discussion continued on whether to pave the entire road or just a portion and accessibility to 
the Transfer Station during construction. Hedrich told the Board that having the Transfer 
Station accessible on Saturday could be included in the specs, but before the specs can be 
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drafted permitting needs to be done and a plan needs to be drafted. He stated that he could 
have things ready for May so bids can be collected in June.  
 

Under motion by Lindahl; second by Humphreys; the Board voted 3-0 to move forward with 
construction on the entire 8/10 mile section of Nebraska Road and that Hedrich and Morse will 
work out the details of additional gravel necessary to the reclamation process.  
 S.W. Cole: 
Ashey informed the Board that when she contacted S.W. Cole about reviewing the dirt roads in 
town she was told the company does not review or make recommendations for dirt roads. She 
did find out that a review of Nealey Road was done in 2009 per the request of the previous 
Town Administrator and the total length of the road is .67 miles.  

Saturday Cove Bridge: 
White spoke to Hedrich regarding the need for an engineering study on the Saturday Cove 
Bridge. The Board asked Hedrich what the classification of a bridge versus culvert is. Hedrich 
explained that a bridge typically covers a span of 10 to 12 feet across and anything under that 
would be considered a culvert. He stated that he had been discussing this bridge with a 
colleague, Carmen Bombeke, at the firm and that she is doing more research on it. He stated 
that Carmen is putting together a proposal and that the pair of them would work on a 
resolution together.  
 Birch Crest Mailbox: 
Morse asked Ashey if she could send a letter to a resident in Birch Crest that has been 
extending their mailbox into the right of way. Morse explained that the plowing contractor did 
not realize a particular mailbox was being extended out into the roadway after each storm and 
continuously plowed around it. This has resulted in the road being shifted too far to one side. 
Morse stated that vehicles are now travelling on a portion of someone’s property and the 
property owner has asked that it be corrected. Ashey stated that she will notify the owner of 
the mailbox and tell them they need to correct the matter.  
 Road Commissioner Cell Phone: 
Morse told the Board that he eliminated voice mail form his cell phone plan and that the phone 
will ring until the caller decides to hang up. He stated that he hopes this will eliminate any 
issues when people are trying to get in touch with him for road matters and reminded the 
Board that this is his personal phone he uses for his business.  
 

Community Development Block Grant Public Hearing:  
White opened the Public Hearing for closing the Swans Island Blanket CDBG Grant at 7:25 p.m. 
Ashey stated that she had spoken with Bill Laurita, owner of the business, and informed the 
Board that Laurita had just returned from a trip and would not be able to attend the Hearing.  
He expressed his appreciation of support from the Town and Select Board and assured Ashey 
that the grant has accomplished all it was intended to.  
Ashey informed the Board that the company had hired the number of employees required of 
the grant and that everything the grant was intended for was accomplished.  
Ashey and Eugley met with Andrea Smith, Development Program Manager with the 
Department of Economic & Community Development, for a full audit of records for the grant 
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maintained by the Town as part of the process to close out the grant. Smith commended Eugley 
for her exemplary record keeping.  
Ashey explained that minutes of this hearing, as well as a list of attendees, will need to be 
submitted as part of the record to close out the grant.  
No comment came from the public.  
White closed the hearing at 7:28 p.m.    
 
Northport Village Corporation Tax Billing: 
Ashey spoke to the Board about a conversation she had with Steve Kazilionis, Treasurer for the 
Village Corporation, regarding a module fix for the TRIO Tax Billing program that would correct 
commitment issues due to accounts that have exemptions. The Village Overseers wanted to 
know if the Town would be willing to share the $600.00 cost of the proposed fix.  
 

Under motion by Chairman White, second by Humphreys, the Board voted 3-0 to split the cost 
of the program fix for Village Tax Billing.  
 

Cemetery Survey:  
Ashey had received a proposal from Dan Small regarding surveying and placement of pins for 
the Beech Ridge Cemetery, which includes re-mapping the cemetery with correct numbering 
for a total cost of $3,500.00. Ashey told the Board that Tom Stevens proposal received last year 
does not include a survey or map.  
The Board discussed options and alternatives.  
 

Under motion by Lindahl, second by Humphreys, the Board voted 3-0 to accept and move 
forward with the proposal from Dan Small in the amount of $3,500.00.  
 

Town Hall Projects: 
Ashey spoke to the Board regarding improvements and repair work that should be done at 
Town Hall. She discussed reconstructing the entry way in an effort to stop some of the heat loss 
when the front door is opened. Ashey suggested creating an additional entry way as a buffer 
before entering the lobby. The Board discussed the option of inside modifications versus an 
addition to the outside of the building and re-direct the access ramp and railing.  
 

Administrative Ordinance: 
Ashey spoke to the Board regarding scheduling a public hearing for ordinance changes prior to 
Town Meeting and stated that she has incorporated the Town Attorney’s comments into the 
working draft of the Administrative Ordinance, which she will forward to the Board.  
 

Town Clerk:  
 Quitclaim Deeds: 
Tucker presented the Board with Discharges and Quitclaim Deeds needing their signatures as 
delinquent taxes had been paid on the past due accounts.  
 

Executive Session- Property Tax Abatement Request:  
Tucker provided the Board with additional information for the Poverty Abatement application 
reviewed at the previous Select Board Meeting of March 9th.  
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Under motion by White second by Lindahl the Board entered into Executive Session to review 
and discuss the Poverty Abatement Application, pursuant to 36 M.R.S.A. §841(2), at 8:10p.m.  
  
Under motion by White second by Lindahl the Board exited Executive Session at 9:42p.m. 
 

Under motion by White, second by Lindahl, the Board had decided 3-0 to deny the request as 
the Board is unable to determine eligibility because the year for which the property tax 
abatement has been requested has not yet concluded. The Board suggested that the applicant 
meet with the Town Administrator to review other options.  
Minutes: 
Tucker provided the Board with a draft copy of minutes from the March 9, 2015 meeting for 
review and approval. The Board reviewed the minutes.  
 

Under motion by Lindahl, second by Humphreys the Board voted 3-0 to approve the March 9, 
2015 minutes as corrected.  
 

Finance Director: 
 Warrants: 
Eugley presented the Board with Accounts Payable and Payroll Warrants for review and 
approval. The Board reviewed and signed the Warrants as presented.  
 Office Policies: 
Eugley had drafted changes to the Office Practices & Policies Policy for the Board to review and 
approve. The Board reviewed the changes.  
 

Under motion by Lindahl, second by Humphreys the Board voted 3-0 to accept the policy as 
corrected.  
 

Digital Maps:  
Eugley informed the Board about a representative from Dirigo Spatial Systems would be willing 
to answer any questions they may have regarding digital mapping. Humphreys stated that he 
would like an overview of the concept. White asked if there were a website that the Board 
could access that would demonstrate what digital mapping includes.  
 Budget Meetings: 
Eugley asked the Board when they would like to schedule the next budget meeting. The Board 
agreed to schedule the next budget meeting for Wednesday April 15, 2015.  
 
Under motion by Humphreys, second by Lindahl the Board voted 3-0 to adjourn at 9:55p.m.  
 
 
Respectfully Submitted,  
 
 
Jeanine Tucker 
Town Clerk 


