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SELECTBOARD MEETING  
MARCH 9, 2015 

 

Present: Chairman Drexell White; Vice Chair Denise Lindahl; Board Member Mark Humphreys; 
Town Administrator Barbara Ashey; Town Clerk Jeanine Tucker; Finance Director Vicki Eugley; 
School Committee Member Sandy Wallace; residents Joy Metcalf and Larry Wagner with Local 
Food Ordinance advocates Maria King, Richard King and Betsy Garrold for.  
 

Citizen’s Concerns:  
White welcomed everyone to the meeting and stated that the Citizen’s Concerns portion of the 
meeting allows residents a chance to put something before the Board, but does not mean a 
decision will be made at the meeting and explained a decision may be made later.  
Joy Metcalf discussed restrictions placed on small farmers that prohibit their distribution of 
excess product. Metcalf explained that if she has excess produce she is not allowed to gift, 
barter or sell it due to legislation changes in 2009. She stated that the changes were a result of 
the interpretation of the law after a change in what group was in charge of overseeing the 
department.  
Metcalf told the Board that each municipality could enact a Local Foods and Community Self- 
Governance ordinance, per “Home Rule Authority”. Metcalf stated that there are 11 towns that 
have a food ordinance in place already and a couple more are in the process. Metcalf assured 
the Board that this ordinance is not about commercial sales, it is about a face to face 
transaction between individuals. Metcalf asked the Board to consider such an ordinance for 
Northport to make the current practices of some residents legal. Metcalf had presented the 
Board with a draft ordinance.  
White wanted to know who had drafted the ordinance; Betsy Garrold told White that it had 
come from the Blue Hill area. Ashey stated that she had looked at ordinances that other towns 
had enacted and commented that the one Metcalf provided appears to be a template much like 
the ones she had already read.  
White asked if there is any legislation introduced in regards to this proposed ordinance. Metcalf 
stated that there will be a public hearing on Thursday for LD 229 and LD 312, Garrold added 
those LD’s are in regards to raw milk and that Ralph Chapman is working on a Bill to make the 
proposed ordinance effective statewide.  
Mary King added that bake sale items are currently considered unlawful and that the proposed 
ordinance would address that as well.  
The Board stated that they would need to research the matter further and urged Metcalf to 
forward any additional info she could gather to them. White explained that a town cannot 
enforce local ordinances that are less strict than State or Federal Law. Lindahl asked the group if 
they had talked to any of the State Representatives or Legislators about this; Metcalf replied 
that she has reached out but not heard back.  
Metcalf asked about the petition process and how many signatures would be required for a 
petition to be validated. Tucker stated that there is particular language that should be on a 
petition and that she would assist her with that during office hours the next day. Tucker 
informed Metcalf that the petition process requires a petitioner to collect enough valid 
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signatures to make up at least 10% of the votes cast locally during the last Gubernatorial 
Election, which would be approximately 90 signatures.  
Richard King, from Liberty, told the Board that the group is trying to get more towns to adopt 
this ordinance in hopes it will gain attention from the State and current legislation will be 
reconsidered. Garrold informed the Board that there are a couple of organized groups; Food for 
Mainers Future and Local Food Rules; that have been working with towns across the state by 
offering resources and assistance with this process.  
 

Northport Village Corp.: 
 Road Maintenance Agreement: 
Northport Village Corp. Representative John Spritz had sent Ashey an e-mail regarding the Road 
Maintenance Agreement. The Overseers had discussed updating it with the Town. White 
mentioned that winter road maintenance needs to be reviewed as well. Ashey said she would 
mention that to him and have him report back.  
 Road Opening Policy: 
Lindahl asked if there had been any more discussion by the Overseers in regards to the Road 
Opening Policy. Ashey stated that it would be incorporated into the Administrative Ordinance, 
which she is in the process of re-drafting now. White asked Ashey to forward the draft to the 
Board.  
 

Roads & Bridges: 
 Paving & Road Repairs: 
Ashey reported on behalf of Road Commissioner Amon Morse, who could not attend the 
meeting. She stated that he is still trying to gather information about reclamation and the cost 
comparison for the various road projects throughout town. Morse had told Ashey that he 
believes reclaim is the best, most feasible process for the Town when looking at the road work 
that needs to be done.  
 Mid Coast Economic Development:  
Ashey stated that that she had received information bout a bulk bid opportunities through Mid 
Coast Economic Development. Ashey stated that reclamation and catch basin cleaning are just a 
couple of the options listed in the materials she received. Ashey said she would contact the 
organization and gather information about participating in the bid process and will report her 
findings to the Board.  
 S.W. Cole Pavement Management Survey: 
Ashey had received the S.W. Cole proposal for the bi-annual Pavement Management Survey. 
Ashey stated that the survey is conducted on all paved roads and provides recommendations 
for care and maintenance. She said that the cost is $5,500.00. Humphreys asked Ashey if she 
would find out about the company including dirt roads in the survey.  
 

Under motion by Lindahl; second by Humphreys; the Board voted 3-0 to move forward with the 
S.W. Cole survey and to have Ashey inquire about dirt roads as well.  
 

Snowbanks: 
Ashey informed the Board that Bill Magruder has pushed snow back at the Town Office and Fire 
Station twice this winter per her request. She added that he expressed concerns about the 
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snowbanks along the sides of the roads and flooding issues that may arise because of the 
banks. Magruder stated that he could go around and push the banks back if the Board was 
interested.  
Ashey told the Board that she had discussed this with Morse, who has concerns about a few 
areas in town, but said he may do some channeling himself.  
The Board asked Ashey to thank Magruder for his concern, however they felt this should fall 
within the realm of the plowing contract.  
 

Winter Roads Contract: 
White asked Ashey if she would prepare a re-cap of the plowing season, listing problems and 
listing expectations of the contractor for next year.  
 

Road Commissioner/Town Issued Cell Phone: 
Ashey asked the Board their thoughts on issuing a Town cell phone for the Road Commissioner. 
Ashey explained that he had stated in a meeting that he returns people’s calls before listening 
to his voicemail messages because the phone is his business line and often times messages left 
are for his personal business and not road related. Ashey wanted to know if the Board thought 
he should have a dedicated Road Commissioner phone.  
The Board asked Ashey to find out if it were possible to add a second phone number and have 
calls forwarded to his existing phone so that he would not have to carry two phones.  
 

Town Clerk Job Description: 
Ashey provided the Board with a draft copy of the Town Clerk job description for review. She 
told the Board that Tucker has edited it as well. The Board reviewed and discussed the 
document.  
 

Under motion by Humphreys; second by Lindahl; the Board voted 3-0 to approve the Town 
Clerk job Description as corrected. 
 

Tax Acquired Property: 
Tucker spoke to the Board about tax acquired property that the Town holds through the lien 
maturity process. Tucker stated that she has discussed the matter with Town Attorney William 
Kelly and was advised to have the Board discuss plans at several meetings before reaching a 
decision on whether to retain or dispose of the property through the tax sale bid process. 
Tucker explained the options the Board has in regards to retention or disposition of the 
property. White asked Tucker to forward a copy of the Tax Acquired Policy to the Board. 
 

Under motion by Humphreys; second by Lindahl; the Board voted 3-0 to approve the Town 
Clerk job Description as corrected.  
 

Community Development Block Grant: 
Ashey informed the Board that there will be a public hearing at the next regular meeting as 
procedure for closing out the CDBG grant for Swan’s Island Blanket. Ashey stated that the files 
have been reviewed by CDBG Development Program Manager Andrea Smith and everything is 
in order. She explained that a Public Hearing notice will run in the paper and that copies of the 
minutes will have to be forwarded to Smith. 
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Finance Director:  
Eugley presented the Board with Accounts Payable and Payroll Warrants for review and 
approval.  
The Board reviewed and approved the warrants as presented.  
 

Office Policies: 
Eugley had provided the Board with a draft copy of the Office Policies for review. The Board 
reviewed the policy and asked Eugley to make additional changes/corrections to re-visit at a 
future meeting.  
  

Union Harvest Grange: 
Assistant Fire Chief Peter Simpson entered the meeting to inform the Board about the status of 
the Union Harvest Grange. Simpson told the Board that the roof of the building has collapsed 
into the structure and Fire Department personnel have ensured that the oil tank is empty and 
that the propane is turned off. Simpson added that Central Maine Power has been notified and 
power to the building has been shut off as well.  
Simpson continued by telling the Board that Deputy Code Officer Toupie Rooney would be 
contacting the owners of the building to notify them of their responsibility to take care of the 
building.  
 

Minutes: 
Tucker provided the Board with draft minutes of the February 23, 2015 meeting for review and 
approval. The Board reviewed the minutes.  
 

Under motion by Lindahl; second by Humphreys; the Board voted 3-0 to approve the minutes 
as presented.  
 

Abatement Application: 
Tucker had received an application for property tax abatement and forwarded it to the Board 
for review.  
 

Executive Session:  
Pursuant to M.R.S.A.§ 405 (6)(F) the Board entered Executive Session at 7:57 p.m. for the 
purpose of reviewing the poverty abatement.  
 

The Board exited Executive Session at 8:15p.m.  
 

No decisions resulted from Executive Session. The Board asked Ashey and Tucker to contact the 
applicant and request additional information.  
 

Under motion by Humphreys; second by Lindahl; the Board voted 3-0 to adjourn at 8:16p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted,  
 
Jeanine Tucker 
Town Clerk 


