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SELECTBOARD MEETING 
FEBRUARY 9, 2015 

 

Present: Chairman Drexell White; Vice Chair Denise Lindahl; Board Member Mark Humphreys; Town 
Administrator Barbara Ashey; Town Clerk Jeanine Tucker; Finance Director Vicki Eugley; Road 
Commissioner Amon Morse; Fire Chief Paul Rooney; Andrew Hedrich of Gartley & Dorsky; Robert & 
Rebecca Patterson of MOPA- plowing contractor; residents Charlie Knight, James Knight and Robert 
Metcalf. 
 

Citizens’ Concerns: 
 Road Plowing Contract: 
Residents Charlie Knight, James Knight and Robert Metcalf spoke to the Board about concerns they have 
regarding some road conditions. Metcalf explained that he has come in to the Town Office repeatedly, 
for three years, with complaints about Knights Pond Road not being plowed beyond Leeman Drive and 
that he is tired of complaining. He told the Board that they need to do something and that all roads need 
to be plowed as stated in the plowing contract. Metcalf stated that the section of Knights Pond Road 
from Leeman Drive to Knights Pond only gets plowed or sanded when complaints are received. He 
continued by reminding the Board, and plowing contractor Robert Patterson, that people live beyond 
Leeman Drive and that the company is only doing half the work they are contracted to do. Metcalf 
stated that the contract is to plow all town roads and, if Patterson is receiving a full payment, the Town 
should receive full services. Metcalf continued by informing the Board that he had been told by one of 
the plow truck operators that they were told to only plow where the school bus goes. Lindahl asked 
Ashey if the issue has been brought to Patterson’s attention; Ashey replied that he has been informed 
every time she receives a complaint.  
Residents Charlie and James Knight voiced their concerns about the lack of plowing on Chelsea Lane by 
the contractor. Charlie stated that Patterson had not plowed the road at all during the November storms 
and is currently not plowing Chelsea Lane until at the end of the storm. Charlie said he and his son James 
have been keeping the road open during storms. He told the Board that he contacts the Road 
Commissioner, Amon Morse, with the complaints and then Morse forwards the complaint to Patterson. 
Charlie added that the more he complains the worse the road gets. He continued by telling the Board 
that he has had to pull people onto Chelsea Lane as they are getting stuck when turning off Route 1 onto 
Chelsea Lane. He stated that part of the cars end up sticking out onto Route 1 and it is quite scary. He 
said he is concerned that someone is going to get hurt.  
Charlie added that he and his son often haul their tractor on an equipment trailer and cannot do so at 
this time as the road is too narrow to get it in or out. Charlie explained that he understands that keeping 
roads open and passable during a storm is a priority and doesn’t expect Patterson to keep aprons and 
snowbanks pushed back during a storm, but the clean up after a storm is not getting done.  
Patterson and Charlie discussed the issues and concerns. Lindahl asked Patterson to come up with a plan 
moving forward. Metcalf spoke to Patterson about the three years of complaints he has made and how 
nothing has improved. Patterson told Metcalf that the crew does plow all the way to the pond during 
every other trip through, Metcalf disagreed.  
Fire Chief Paul Rooney informed the Board about an instance where the Fire Department had been 
called to a chimney fire and the road that the residence is on had not been plowed. Rooney stated that if 
it had not been for the experience of the operator of the fire truck and the availability of responders 
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with plows on their pickup trucks he is not sure the Department would have made it to the residence. 
Rooney stated that he had contacted the Sheriff’s Department and informed them the road needed to 
be plowed. Patterson stated that he had been down that road already and was not far from it when the 
call went out. Patterson asked Rooney to contact him any time there is a call and he will be sure to head 
right over to the location and make sure the road is passable.    
Charlie Knight and Robert Metcalf both stated that Patterson is not fulfilling the contract and, as 
residents of the town, they expect all roads to be maintained as stated in the contract. Lindahl spoke to 
Patterson about addressing the issues.   
 Parking Lot Plowing Contract: 
Rooney explained the conditions of the Beech Hill Fire Station parking lot with the last storm. Rooney 
stated that there was a 4’ snow drift in front of one of the bay doors that prevented the Department 
from getting one of the trucks out, and this drift was not cleared for two days. He told the Board that he 
had e-mailed the Town Administrator with the complaint and wanted the Board to hear from him in 
person. Rooney admitted he knows what position the Board is in being a former Selectman himself. 
Rooney stated that Patterson has a contract separate from the roads for the Town Office, Transfer 
Station and two Fire Department parking lots and he is not fulfilling that contract either. Rooney 
suggested to the Board that it may be time for them to consider terminating the Parking Lot contract 
and find someone else to take it over.  
Lindahl asked Rooney if he has contact numbers for Patterson so that he may contact him directly; 
Rooney replied that he may and that he could get them from the office. Lindahl asked Rooney to call 
Patterson directly anytime there is an issue, but to also let Ashey know so that she may make note of it.  
 High Street: 
Morse informed the Board that Patterson has not been able to plow High Street because people have 
been parking on the side of the road and Patterson can’t get the plow trucks through there safely. Ashey 
told Morse and the Board that she will be sure to notify them that they can’t park along the road. 
 Sand/Salt Supply: 
Lindahl asked Morse how the sand and salt supply were holding up. Morse stated that he believes there 
is enough to get through the season.  
 

Nebraska Road:  
Andrew Hedrich presented the Board with a different option for planning work on Nebraska Road. 
Hedrich showed the Board two different samples of fabric underlayment used on road projects. He 
explained that one type requires less material be placed on top of it, which lowers the cost of materials 
and allows for focus on other areas of the project. Hedrich asked the Board if they were looking at 
leaving Nebraska Road as a dirt road or if they were looking at keeping it a paved road. The Board 
replied that if the Town is putting a great deal of money into the road it would be wise to keep it a paved 
road.  
The Board had briefly discussed the possibility of moving the Transfer Station either closer to Beech Hill 
Road or another site closer to a main route. Ashey updated the Board with information she had received 
in regards to changing the location of a Transfer Station. She added that she had asked if the State 
Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) would look at properties and provide input if the Town 
had some parcels they were looking at moving the site to. She was told that the DEP would not look at 
any locations prior to receiving an application. White stated that he had reviewed the materials Ashey 
forwarded and noted that the Town would have to go through a licensing process when establishing a 
new site and that would mean additional costs.  
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The Board discussed options such as grinding the current surface. Something Morse stated had been 
done on other Town roads and has held up well. Hedrich told the Board he would look at the different 
options they discussed and would present his findings at another meeting.  
 

Road Work Plans: 
Morse presented the Board with a list of road projects he would like to see done during the coming year. 
Morse and the Board discussed the projects and ideas on how to plan for budgeting of future work, such 
as the bridge in Saturday Cove in respect to the upcoming budget planning.  
 

Town Administrator Job Description: 
Ashey had corrected the Town Administrator job description to reflect current practices and to eliminate 
repetitive statements. The Board discussed the changes with Ashey and asked her to make a final copy 
for review at the next meeting.  
 

Finance Director: 
 Disbursement Policies: 
Finance Director Vicki Eugley provided the Board with Disbursement Policies requiring their signatures. 
Eugley explained that these policies need to be renewed every year even though disbursing the funds is 
mandated. The Board reviewed and signed the policies as presented.  
 Warrants: 
Eugley presented the Board with Accounts Payable and Payroll Warrants for review and approval. The 
Board reviewed and signed the warrants as presented.  
 

Meeting Minutes: 
Town Clerk Jeanine Tucker provided the Board with draft minutes of the January 26, 2015 meeting for 
review and approval. The Board reviewed the minutes.  
 

Under motion by Lindahl; second by Humphreys; the Board voted 3-0 to approve the January 26, 2015 
minutes as corrected.  
 

Under motion by Lindahl; second by Humphreys; the Board voted 3-0 to adjourn at 8:50p.m. 
 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted,  
 
 
Jeanine Tucker 
Town Clerk 
 

 
 
 


