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SELECT BOARD MEETING 
JUNE 30, 2014 

 

Present: Chairperson Denise Lindahl, Board Member Drexell White, Board Member Mark 
Humphreys, Town Administrator Barbara Ashey, Town Clerk Jeanine Tucker, Finance Director 
Vicki Eugley, Resident Larry Doucette, property owner Gayle Denaco, Bill Lane of Gartley & 
Dorsky Engineering and Attorney Kristin Collins.  
 

High Street Dangerous Building: 
Chairperson Denise Lindahl opened the meeting by explaining its purpose. She stated that the 
Board had asked Gartley & Dorsky to come up with a proposal that would cover any issues that 
may arise when the Town removes the dangerous building at 17A High Street. Town 
Administrator Barbara Ashey informed the Board that Larry Doucette asked to speak regarding 
the property as he was the previous occupant prior to the Bank of New York Mellon taking 
possession. Doucette stated that he was not aware of an engineering plan and asked if it were 
going to be discussed. Lindahl explained that the intention of the engineering plan is to 
determine the best, safest, way to handle the demolition where the building is falling in on 
itself. Lindahl continued to explain that the project would not have to go out to bid as it is a 
dangerous building that needs to come down. She also explained to Doucette that any costs 
associated with the removal of the building would be attached to the property by the lien 
process and would be recouped in the same manner as the tax lien process.  
Doucette stated that he does not disagree that the building does need to be torn down as it is 
uninhabitable and unsafe. He added that the building was habitable when he moved out three 
years ago and that the bank has let it fall into disrepair. Doucette explained that he does not 
feel as though he and the other previous owner, George Ellsey, should be held accountable for 
any of the cost since the conditions were a result of the bank’s failure to secure and maintain 
the property.  
Ashey asked Doucette if his primary concern is that he and Ellsey will be held financially 
responsible; Doucette replied that they are. Town Attorney Kristin Collins explained that the 
Town would lien the property and the bank will have to pay the Town either due to the lien, 
before it matures, or at the sale of the property. Lindahl explained to Doucette that because 
the building has fallen into disrepair and debris is falling onto abutters properties the Town 
must have it torn down. Lindahl asked Bill Lane, an engineer from the firm Gartley & Dorsky, to 
explain what an engineering plan would entail.  
Lane stated that he had visited the property for the first time on June 25th for the purpose of 
drafting an engineering design for demolition of the structure. He explained that he had 
provided the Board a separate cost for the plan as well as a cost for handling of hazardous 
materials which would be tested by CES, a company the firm often contracts with. Lane 
continued to explain that he had discussed the possibility of the Code Enforcement Officer 
(CEO) ascertaining that there is not any asbestos on the site with the State Department of 
Environmental Protection (DEP). Lane stated that since this is a single family dwelling and is not 
a commercial property or multi family unit or apartment building the CEO does have the 
authority to declare that there is no asbestos on site. Lane continued by explaining that the 
Town still has an obligation to provide a safe environment for the contractor in regards to 
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universal waste, mercury from ballasts or thermostats and the asbestos could be dropped from 
the proposal. Lane said the proposal is fairly straight forward and there is no need to serve a bid 
notice so the process could be streamlined. He stated that his firm would have a pre-demolition 
meeting with the contractor, provide periodic inspections, verify that materials are being taken 
to a licensed facility and ensure proper site clean-up. Lane added that access to the property 
will need to be stabilized and overseen.  
Abutting property owner Gayle Denaco asked Lane if there was anything in the proposal that 
addressed the trees that are also falling onto abutting properties. Lane stated that the trees 
could be cut back but the root system will be left intact to keep the soil secure. Denaco 
mentioned that the trees are not mentioned in the proposal; Lane replied that the Board would 
have to make the determination to include or not include the trees in the scope of work.  
Collins informed the Board that the dangerous building judgment was broad enough that they 
could include removal of overhanging trees. The Board instructed Lane to add the cutting back 
of trees as needed to the proposal.  
The Board asked Lane if Gartley & Dorsky have contractors they work with that have done 
demolition project of this nature; Lane assured the Board they do as well as some sub-
contractors. Lindahl asked Ashey if she could find out if the contractor she had been talking to 
would still be interested in the project and forward their contact information to Lane. White 
mentioned that Lane should be sure that the contractor can handle the full scope of the 
project.  
Collins urged the Board to get the work done as soon as possible, before the bank has an 
opportunity to sell the property. Lindahl added that the work should be completed before the 
end of July.  
 

Under motion by Board Member Drexell White, second by Chairperson Denise Lindahl, the 
Board voted 3-0 to approve the proposal from Gartley & Dorsky in the amount of $8,100.00 
with the caveat that $2,800.00 for asbestos mitigation may or may not be used and the Town 
Administrator and Gartley & Dorsky to secure a contractor as soon as possible and that monies 
are to be taken from the 2013-2014 Contingency Account.  
 

Executive Session:  
Under motion by Chairperson Denise Lindahl the Board entered into Executive Session 
pursuant to 1 M.R.S.A. §405(6) at 6:38p.m. 
 

 Under motion by Chairperson Denise Lindahl the Board exited Executive Session at 6:50p.m. 
 

The Board directed Ashey to have the Road Commissioner, Amon Morse, secure the property at 
245 Shore Road with ‘No Trespassing’ signs and surround the lot with snow fencing to keep 
trespassers out.  
 

Under motion by Board Member Mark Humphreys, second by Board Member Drexell White, 
the Board voted 3-0 to adjourn at 6:55p.m.  
 

Respectfully Submitted,  
 

Jeanine Tucker, Town Clerk 


