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SELECT BOARD MEETING  
JUNE 9, 2014 

 

Present: Chairperson Denise Lindahl; Board Member Drexell White; Board Member Mark 
Humphreys; Town Administrator Barbara Ashey; Town Clerk Jeanine Tucker; Finance Director 
Vicki Eugley and Lambert & Coffin representative Elizabeth Boepple for Athena Point Lookout.  
 

Public Hearing:  
Chairperson Denise Lindahl opened the meeting to a public hearing at 6:02p.m., pursuant to 
M.S.R.A. Title 28A §653, for the purpose of reviewing a Liquor License Renewal for Athena Point 
Lookout. The Board reviewed the application and asked if there had been any complaints 
regarding the facility since the last renewal; Tucker informed the Board that there have not 
been any complaints.  
The Board closed the hearing at 6:06p.m. 
 

Under motion from Board member Drexell White, second by Chairperson Denise Lindahl, the 
Board voted 3-0 to approve the Liquor License renewal application for Athena Point Lookout.  
      
Under motion by Board member Drexell White, second by Chairperson Denise Lindahl, the 
Board voted 3-0 to approve the Special Amusement Permit for Athena Point Lookout.        
 

Roads & Bridges: 
Town Administrator Barbara Ashey informed the Board that Road Commissioner Amon Morse 
would not be able to attend the meeting. She stated that Morse had told her that the sweeping 
and catch basin cleaning is being done in the Village area. Morse also told Ashey that he had 
fixed and replaced the STOP and street signs for Lower Bluff Road, Caswell Hill Road and 
Douglas Drive.  
Ashey said that brush clean-up was being done and that Morse would be cleaning up what he 
can in the East Side Cemetery on Horse Jockey Lane. He told Ashey that if the trees need to be 
cut back he may have to find a company that can take care of it.  
Morse had told Ashey that the grading has been delayed due to the rains the week before. 
Morse stated that the contractor could grade roads if it is showering, but not during steady 
rains.  
Morse reported that while he was on Bluff Road he had cut back some overhanging trees and 
added gravel in sections that needed it. He had also told Ashey he was having a difficult time 
finding cold patch and had spoken with John Work of F.C. Work & Son. Work is currently doing 
a major project at Wentworth Grocery and reportedly will be paving the lot upon completion. 
Morse asked Work if he would be able to patch for the Town when he is done with the 
Wentworth project; Work told Morse he could and will.  
Roadside mowing will be done during the first part of July.  
 Road Opening Ordinance:  
Ashey informed the Board that she has forwarded the draft Road Opening Ordinance to 
Maureen O’Keefe for the Northport Village Overseers to review. She added that Morse had 
comments about the ordinance and she will bring them to the next meeting for review. 
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Winter Salt: 
Ashey told the Board that the Town has been added to the State Salt Contract and will be 
paying $56.72/ton for winter road salt. Ashey stated that the State will be attempting a multiple 
year bid next year in an attempt to secure a lower rate.  
 

Transfer Station: 
 New Building: 
Ashey told the Board she had been informed by Drew Fales at the Waldo County Technical 
Center that the new Transfer Station attendant building has been completed. She had not been 
able to make contact with Scott Richards, the contractor that will be removing the old building 
as well as deliver and set the new one, before the meeting to find out when he would get 
started on the project. The Board directed Ashey to have DM&J bring a separate roll off 
container for Richards to use when tearing down the old building.  
 Trash Dumped at the Gate: 
Ashey informed the Board that there have been two instances in the last week of people 
dropping trash off at the gate of the Transfer Station when it is closed. She said that Transfer 
Station Chief Attendant Tim Patten has had to clean up scattered trash both times because 
animals have gotten into it and spread it all over. Ashey stated that certified letters, with 
statutes on littering and fines, were sent to each of the persons who had dumped the trash 
based on information found in the trash. She said the first offender had come forward to pay 
for the trash and apologized explaining that he had a meeting to attend before the Transfer 
Station opened and that he did not realize animals would get into the trash in such a short 
amount of time. He had also made the effort and apologized to Patten in person. 
Ashey stated that the second offender has not responded to their letter. The Board discussed 
concerns about health hazards Patten could be exposed to when handling the debris. They also 
discussed billing for the time involved in clean-up and fines for littering.  
 Attendant Vacancy:   
Ashey told the Board the vacancy at the Transfer Station has been advertised and applications 
should be received for review by Friday June 20th for review at the meeting of the 23rd.  
 Business Complaint:  
Ashey told the Board that the owner of the redemption center on Route 1 may attend the next 
meeting to voice her concerns about not being able to take cardboard to the Transfer Station. 
Ashey stated that she had contacted Bill Butler and discussed the complaint with him. Butler, 
with the Maine Department of Environmental Protection Division of Waste Management, 
stated that he cannot override Town rules in regards to use of the Transfer Station. White asked 
Chairperson Denise Lindahl why the facility was designated as residential use only. Lindahl 
explained that there had been people bringing trash in from other towns so the decision was 
made to make the Transfer Station for Northport residential use only to cut the expense.  
 

Animal Control: 
Animal Control Officer Heidi Blood had received a call about a deceased dog floating in the bay. 
Blood had contacted Animal Welfare to verify whether or not she could or should respond to a 
complaint in the marine district. She was told that she could where it is a domestic animal 
involved.  
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Blood was not able to find a dog anywhere in the area. She spoke to some people in the area 
and learned that there had been a deer in the bay at one point but none of them had seen a 
dog.  
Blood had asked Ashey what she would do with a deceased animal if she in fact had to recover 
one. The Board discussed different options and decided to table the matter until more 
information could be obtained.  
 

Code Enforcement:  
 Dangerous Buildings: 
  High Street: 
Ashey informed the Board that Town Attorney Kristin Collins had not received a response from 
the bank that had foreclosed on the dangerous building on High Street. The subcontractor hired 
by the bank to secure the building had called Ashey and told her that there is more debris than 
previously thought and asked if he could take the materials to the Transfer Station. Ashey told 
the contractor that it is his responsibility, as a contractor, to handle the debris and that it 
cannot be taken to the Transfer Station. The contractor also contacted Code Enforcement 
Officer John Larson to report that he cannot do anything more to secure the building.   
The Board asked Ashey to draft bid specs that include removal of the entire structure and any 
trees that need to be cut down. White suggested increasing the radius that notices are 
advertised as an effort to ensure a positive bid response. The Board asked that letters to 
abutting property owners be sent informing them that the concerns of the property are being 
discussed and a plan of action is being reviewed. White added that spec’s should include 
securing the building and trees to prevent additional damage to abutting properties. 
  Shore Road:  
Ashey reminded the Board of the Dangerous Building Hearing set for the next meeting. Ashey 
stated she had received a call from the mother, Marilyn Brandt-D’Agostino, of the home owner. 
Brandt-D’Agostino informed Ashey that she is handling her son’s affairs as she is his Power of 
Attorney. Ashey stated that she told Brandt-D’Agostino about the hearing set for June 23rd and 
what needs to be done in regards to cleaning up the property and securing the building. Brandt-
D’Agostino mentioned that she was trying to get things straightened out with the insurance 
company; unfortunately she is unable to meet the insurance company at the property. Lindahl 
asked Ashey if the insurance company would be willing to meet with the Code Enforcement 
Officer; Ashey stated that she could ask. White asked Ashey to request a copy of the Power of 
Attorney paperwork from Brandt-D’Agostino; otherwise all communications should be with the 
homeowner. White asked if certified notice about the June 23rd hearing has been mailed yet; 
Finance Director Vicki Eugley explained that Larson had retained the Hampden County Sheriff’s 
Department in Springfield, MA to serve the notice in person.  
 

Minutes:  
Town Clerk Jeanine Tucker provided the Board with draft minutes from the May 22, 2014 and 
June 2, 2014 meetings.  
 

Under motion by Chairperson Denise Lindahl, second by Board member Mark Humphreys, the 
Board approved the May 22, 2014 minutes as corrected 3-0.  
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Under motion by Chairperson Denise Lindahl, second by Board member Drexell White, the 
Board approved the June 2, 2014 minutes as corrected 2-0 (Humphreys abstained as he was not 
present at that meeting).  
 

Saturday Cove Improvement Project: 
Ashey informed the Board that she had contacted Gartley & Dorsky to let them know the 
Saturday Cove project was approved at Town Meeting and they could go forward with the plan. 
Ashey said that she had heard from Ms. Abercrombie, abutting property owner, and was told 
that she would be having some stabilization work done to her property at the same time so the 
two projects would coincide with each other. Humphreys stated that a sign needed to be 
ordered designating the end of the Town portion of the property.  
Lindahl asked Ashey if Harbor Master Lora Mills had contacted the SHIP grant representative to 
inform them that the Town will be moving forward. Ashey stated that Mills had contacted the 
grants department last week.  
 

Fairpoint Pole Permit:  
Tucker presented the Board with a Pole Permit application she had received from Fairpoint 
Communications for placement of a pole near Small Lane.  
The Board reviewed the documents and signed the permit.  
 

American Flags on Poles:  
Tucker forwarded a request she had about possibly placing a notice on the Town website or 
Facebook page for donations to go toward replacement of American flags that go on the 
telephone poles along Route 1. The Board discussed the matter and concluded that the request 
would be denied, since no endorsement had ever been done through Town media before.  
 

Annual Appointments:  
Tucker presented the Board with a list of persons who would like to be considered for re-
appointment in their positions.  
Under motion by Board member Mark Humphreys, second by Chairperson Denise Lindahl, the 
Board approved the following appointments 3-0: 
   Animal Control Officer                     Heidi Blood 
  Assistant Animal Control Officer     Herman Littlefield 
  Town Attorney            William Kelly 
  Finance Director              Vicki Eugley 
  EMA Director & Health Officer         Peter Simpson 
  Code Enforcement & Deputy LPI         John Larson 
  LPI/Deputy CEO & Addressing Agent   C. Toupie Rooney 
  Town Clerk     Jeanine Tucker 
  Deputy Town Clerk/Voter Registrar   Robin Coombs 
  Harbor Committee Member               Gordon Fuller 
  Planning Board Alternate                    John Burgess 
   Zoning Board of Appeals   John Jamieson/Tom Preble 
        David Foley/Julian Cannell 
  Fire Chief     Paul Rooney 
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Health Officer: 
Tucker informed the Board about two violation notices that Health Officer Peter Simpson had 
sent for properties at 1395 & 1401 Atlantic Highway.  
 

 Athena Point Lookout Abatement Hearing:  
Ashey informed the Board that the Athena Point Lookout abatement appeal hearing has been 
postponed to allow time for an independent appraisal report to be conducted. 
 

Finance Director: 
Eugley gave the Board an update on various account standings and presented Accounts Payable 
and Payroll Warrants for review and signatures.  
The Board reviewed and signed the Accounts Payable and Payroll Warrants.  
 

Credit Card Policy: 
Eugley told the Board that she has been working on a draft Credit Card Policy. She stated that 
the Board should assign designees to two cards, one each for the Fire Department and Town 
Office.  
She had an application for credit cards that the Board needed to review and approve.  
Eugley said she is also looking into information for a FLEET card as well.  
  
Under motion by Chairperson Denise Lindahl, second by Mark Humphreys, the Board voted 3-0 
to approve and sign the credit card application.  
 

Under motion by Chairperson Denise Lindahl, second By Board member Mark Humphreys, the 
Board voted 3-0 to adjourn at 7:50p.m.  
 
Respectfully Submitted,  
 
Jeanine Tucker 
Town Clerk 
 
 


