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SELECTBOARD MEETING  
MARCH 4, 2013 

 

Present: Chairman Paul Rooney; Board member Denise Lindahl; Board member Drexell White; 
Town Administrator Barbara O’Leary; Town Clerk Jeanine Tucker, Road Commissioner Amon 
Morse; Finance Director Vicki Eugley and Northport Village Corp. Representative Maureen 
O’Keefe.  
 
Northport Village Corp.: 
 Harbor Concerns: 
Northport Village Corp. representative Maureen O’Keefe asked the Board if there were any 
plans to purchase markers for the Bayside harbor area. O’Keefe explained that the overseers 
were expecting an increase in boat traffic passing through the area as they head toward the 
Front Street harbor area in Belfast and there are concerns about marking the Village anchorage 
area in an effort to prevent any issues within the harbor.  
Board member Drexell White stated that he had spoken with Gordon Fuller and Harbor Master 
Lora Mills about special anchorage. Fuller sent an e-mail to Mills and she will ask at the 
upcoming Harbor Master conference about what kind of signs others use as well as ‘No Wake’ 
and ‘Designated Swim Area’ signage.  
 Plowing: 
O’Keefe said that the overseers would like to know if the order that the roads are plowed in the 
Village area could be rotated with each storm so that the road that was plowed first during the 
last storm could be the last one plowed during the next storm while the last one plowed 
previously could be the first one done. Road Commissioner Amon Morse informed O’Keefe that 
there is a designated person that covers the Village area and told her he would talk to Bob 
Patterson about changing the order up.  
O’Keefe also mentioned Park Row being a Village Road, but the Town has been plowing it for 
some time. O’Keefe asked if it were at all possible for the Town to finish out the season as it has 
not been included in the agreement the Village has with their contracted snow plowing. Morse 
said that where it is already being plowed by Patterson he does not see a problem with him 
continuing. Morse did express the issue Patterson has had with vehicles parked on Park Row 
during a storm and he would like them to move.  
Morse also mentioned that he had cleaned off the catch basins as he was expecting rain with 
the last storm.  
 
Roads & Bridges: 
Morse informed the Board that he would be posting the roads this week as he has noticed the 
frost coming out on some of them.  
 Hart Road: 
Town Administrator Barbara O’Leary stated that the S.W. Cole response regarding Hart Road 
did not include any pricing or estimates. Rooney asked Morse what his thoughts were on the 
recommendations. Morse stated that he still would like to see paving done but building the 
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road up versus digging it down would be fine. White agreed with Morse adding it would be 
better to fix the road right in one effort instead of revisiting it every year. Rooney directed 
O’Leary to advertise a request for proposals for an engineering design for Hart Road to be 
received at the Town Office by 11 a.m. on Saturday March 30th for opening at the April 1st 
Selectboard meeting.  
Morse stated that Nealey Road, Nebraska Road and Shore Road need to be reviewed this year 
as well. O’Leary mentioned that the boulders on Nebraska Road are an issue; Morse agreed and 
stated that they should be removed this year. Rooney suggested making a plan for Nebraska 
Road where it is done in sections. Rooney also mentioned that the access road for Beech Ridge 
Cemetery needs to have brush cut back; Morse added that he had already planned on adding a 
culvert to the road as well.  
 Class: 
Morse asked the Board if he could attend a ‘Dirt Roads’ class in Belfast on the 17th if there was 
room available, the Board directed  him to confirm availability and let O’Leary know.  
 Route One: 
O’Leary informed the Board about a conversation she had with the local Maine Dept. of 
Transportation (D.O.T.) Supervisor in Searsport about the conditions of Route One during and 
after a storm. O’Leary said that she had started with Peter Coughlin at the Department and was 
forwarded to the Director who ended up forwarding her to the Searsport compound. According 
to the Searsport Supervisor this was not the first complaint he has received about poor road 
conditions. He explained that Farley & Sons held a one year contract covering a section of 
Route One from the Rocky Road and Cross Street intersection to a point south in Rockport. He 
informed O’Leary that Farley’s does not fill up with salt or sand at the Northport D.O.T. because 
they have their own supply instead. He also explained that it takes an hour and a half to make 
the one way trip from one end of their section to the other, resulting in a three hour total 
route.  
 
Assessing: 
Assessing agent Kevin McCormick received a request for abatement due to over-assessment 
from John Popp. According to the request Popp felt as though the valuation was too high and 
requested an assessment abatement of $415,000.00. McCormick reviewed the materials Popp 
presented and performed a site visit where he walked the property to note topography. After 
his review McCormick found that the property could be assessed for $2,884.00 less than it is 
currently and that the reduction is more than fair for the property. He drafted a response letter 
to Popp for the Board‘s reference. In the letter McCormick explained the process of appealing 
the decision to the County Commissioners. Board member Denise Lindahl stated that she 
respects the findings of the assessing agents and how they feel the Town should proceed. 
 
Under motion by Board member Denise Lindahl second by Board member Drexell White the 
Board voted 3-0 to forward the letter, as written, to Mr. Popp.  
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Animal Control: 
 At Large Dog/Horse Complaint: 
Animal Control Officer (ACO) Heidi Blood received a call from Waldo County Communications 
Center regarding a complaint they received from a Northport resident who entered someone’s 
property to notify them of their at large dog. According to the complainant discovered poor 
living conditions for horses the dog owner had as well. Blood went to the residence and 
discussed the “dog at Large’ situation with the owner. He demonstrated that the dogs do have 
collars for the invisible fence he installed, it was decided that the batteries in the collar must 
need replacing as the collar failed to work properly. While Blood was there she asked to see the 
horses explaining the concerned call she received. The owner freely allowed Blood to 
investigate where she found that the owner has been making acceptable efforts to care for the 
horses. Blood did offer some care advice to the owner and offered to help if he so chose. Blood 
notified the complainant of her findings.  
The complainant disagreed with the ACO’s determination and informed her she was going to 
have the horses removed. Blood informed her that she could direct any grievances to the Dept. 
of Agriculture, Animal Welfare Division in Augusta and provided her with the contact 
information.  
 Waldo County Communications Procedure: 
White asked O’Leary if she had contacted the Communications Center about proper procedure 
when dispatching the ACO, O’Leary said that she had called the center and explained to them 
that the primary ACO is Blood and she is the one that should be contacted first. White directed 
O’Leary to put the policy in writing so that is on record. Rooney explained to O’Leary that she 
could request a monthly report from the center which would show which ACO was called and 
what the complaint was.  
 
Waldo County Mutual Aid Agreement: 
First Responder Director Henry Lang sat in on the Waldo County E.M.A. discussions and 
meetings and forwarded his approval of the Mutual Aid Agreement. O’Leary provided the Board 
with the final draft of the agreement that requires their signatures if approved.  
 
Under motion by Chairman Paul Rooney second by Board member Denise Lindahl the Board 
voted 3-0 to approve and sign the Waldo County Mutual Aid Agreement.  
 
Dangerous Building: 
O’Leary had contacted Town Attorney Kristen Collins about the foreclosure process of a house 
on High Street. Collins looked into the progress of the bank initiated foreclosure and discovered 
that the bank has not completed the foreclosure process as of yet and that it is still pending. 
O’Leary explained that she was inquiring because of a complaint she received from a 
neighboring property owner. The concern is that the building is considered dangerous and 
should be demolished. O’Leary informed the Board that she is still waiting for clarification from 
Collins of the demolition process and who is responsible for the expense.  
 
Warrants: 
Accounts Payable and Payroll Warrants were reviewed and approved.  
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Administrative Ordinance: 
O’Leary provided a copy of the Administrative Ordinance by e-mail asking them to review it for 
changes/improvements. She stated that Finance Director Vicki Eugley, Town Clerk Jeanine 
Tucker, as well as herself, have been reviewing the ordinance and making changes they felt 
necessary. O’Leary mentioned that changes would have to be approved at Town Meeting.  
Eugley informed the Board the various disbursement policies would need to be reviewed in the 
future as well.  

 
 
Under motion by Board member Drexell White second by Board member Denise Lindahl the 
Board voted 3-0 to adjourn at 7:25 p.m.  
 
 
Respectfully Submitted,  
 
 
Jeanine Tucker 
Town Clerk 
 
 


