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SELECTBOARD MEETING  
FEBRUARY 25, 2013 

 

PRESENT: Chairman Paul Rooney; Board Member Denise Lindahl; Board Member Drexell White; 
Town Administrator Barbara O’Leary; Town Clerk Jeanine Tucker; Finance Director Vicki Eugley; 
Road Commissioner Amon Morse; James Metcalf; Torrie Sprague and Kim Hansen.  

Citizen’s Concerns:  
 Hart Road: 
James Metcalf; Torrie Sprague and Kim Hansen spoke to the Board regarding the conditions of 
Hart Road. Metcalf stated that during the last storm he had to wade through hip deep snow as 
the plowing contractor had not made any attempts to plow. Metcalf expressed safety concerns 
in the event of an emergency and what a delay in response time could mean as responders 
were forced to wait while someone opened the roadway. Sprague informed the Board that 
during the blizzard the road did not get plowed until 2:30 that afternoon. Hansen commented 
that the plowing response time could be better and asked if another contractor could be found 
that is more cost effective and comparable. Chairman Rooney explained that the contract is put 
out to bid for a three year term and bids are reviewed based on performance as well as cost.  
Another area of concern that all three residents agreed upon was the increased expense of 
vehicle repairs due to suspension issues from the poor soft road conditions. They 
acknowledged work that had been done recently and informed the Board that the ‘fix’ only 
lasted a week before conditions became so bad again that the road was nearly impassable. 
Hansen stated that at times the school bus has to back down the road as there was no way for 
the driver to turn around. She also added that she had spoken with the RSU #20 Maintenance 
Director, Mitch Brown, and according to her he was very upset at the condition the bus was in 
when it returned to the garage packed with mud. Chairman Rooney asked Administrator 
O’Leary if Brown had contacted the Town Office to register a complaint; O’Leary said he had 
not.  
Metcalf, Sprague and Hansen stated that they understand they live on a dirt road and they 
don’t necessarily want it paved but something better needs to be done as conditions seem to 
become increasingly worse. Sprague expressed how she has had to take her vehicle in for 
repairs more often because of the road conditions, and it is getting too expensive for her to 
maintain. Metcalf and Hansen expressed the same sentiment.  
Hansen asked the Board and Road Commissioner Morse if they had asked other contractors for 
quotes, mentioning that she had spoken with another contractor who said their gravel was as 
good as if not better than that supplied by F.C. Work & Sons. Hansen also said that she had 
found better prices somewhere else.  
Morse explained that the reason F.C. Work & Sons is contracted to bring in gravel and grade the 
road every time is that they are able to respond immediately and their gravel, which is 
inspected by the State, is readily available. Morse added that there aren’t many dirt roads 
around anymore so it is getting harder to find a contractor with a grader.  
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Rooney explained to Hansen that less expensive doesn’t always mean better quality. He also 
stated that the work depends on how fast a contractor can respond so that the road can get 
fixed as quickly as possible.  
Hansen asked Morse if he had a lot of experience building roads. Morse replied that he doesn’t 
do the work, he oversees projects based upon recommendations from S.W. Cole which is a 
company contracted by the Town to do an annual review of Northport roads. Morse added that 
Cole will provide solutions and plans for repairs and maintenance and that the Town has based 
road work on those recommendations. Board Member Lindahl informed the Hart Road 
residents that the reason why Hart Road has not been reconstructed, or has had major work 
done, is because S.W. Cole does the reviews in August when there aren’t any issues with the 
road. Morse added that S.W. Cole has come out and done a review recently and will be 
reporting back soon. Sprague asked once Cole reported back when the work would start; 
Rooney explained that the cost estimate would be added to the budget that is voted on at 
Town Meeting and it would be up to the residents as to whether or not that budget item would 
pass. The Hart Road residents agreed that they would rather see a larger upfront cost, in 
expectation of reduced vehicle repairs, than repetitive yearly expenses of gravel and grading.  
  
Roads & Bridges:  
 Park Row: 
Administrator O’Leary spoke to Road Commissioner Morse about sanding Park Row and 
whether it is the Town’s obligation or the Village, she said she had received a call from Paul 
Bartels at the Village Office because he had gotten a lot of complaints. Morse said the Town has 
always sanded the lower section of the road when plowing/sanding the turn-around parking lot 
below. Morse added that the Town had been plowing the entire road for a couple of years. 
Chairman Rooney reviewed the road maintenance agreement between the Town and the 
Village and stated that per the agreement Park Row is supposed to be maintained by the 
Village. Rooney asked O’Leary to forward a copy of that agreement to Paul Bartels and the 
Northport Village Corp. Office.  
 Knights Pond Road: 
Morse reported to the Board that he has been keeping an eye on the conditions of Knights 
Pond Road, particularly regarding plowing, and asked if there had been any complaints. O’Leary 
said that there have not been any since the previous storm.  
 Budget: 
Rooney asked Morse to make a list of roads that he would like to see work done on in the 
upcoming budget year. Rooney also asked Morse to obtain estimates, if possible, when drafting 
the road budget and bring it to the March 25th budget meeting. Morse said that there are only a 
couple of roads that he would like to see addressed.  
 Other: 
White asked Morse to check out a branch that has been hanging, but is caught up on another 
branch, in the area of Maple and George Street. Town Clerk Jeanine Tucker informed Morse 
that she knew of a few areas that needed ‘BUMP’ signs as the frost has come out. Lindahl asked 
if the Bus Garage has called the Town Office about poor road conditions. O’Leary responded 
that no complaints have been forwarded to the Town Office, which is where they should be 
directed.  



3 
 

Fire Department: 
The Fire Dept. had obtained a quote for the installation of security cameras, of which the cost 
would be split between the Fire Dept. and First Responders. The proposal mentioned adding 
two cameras to cover the Town Office for an additional $800.00 in the $1200.00 quote. White 
asked if the two departments had the funds in their accounts to cover the expense, Finance 
Director Vicki Eugley explained that this was a quote for the upcoming budget and that the 
current budget does not have the funds available.  
 
Requests for Proposals: 
 Assessing Agent: 
O’Leary had requested information through the Managers E-mail Group for details on assessing 
contracts other Towns have. O’Leary said that what she received was a large variety of 
responses that included paying mileage and additional charges for the quarterly reviews. 
O’Leary stated that the need to have an assessing agent in the office more than one day a 
month has increased.  
O’Leary drafted a Request for Proposals and asked the Board to review it. The Board agreed 
that the request looked complete and instructed O’Leary to advertise for bids for opening at 
the March 18, 2013 meeting.  
 Cemetery Maintenance:  
O’Leary drafted the proposal for Cemetery Maintenance, which included beginning and end 
dates for the mowing season, which totaled eighteen weeks of mowing. O’Leary stated that last 
year there was discussion about making this a three year contract, so she had drafted the specs 
as such. The Board agreed and asked her to run the notice for the meeting on the 18th as well.  
 Winter Clean-up: 
O’Leary added the clean-up and mowing at the new salt/sand garage to the Winter Clean-up 
and Summer Mowing specs. The Board asked O’Leary to run the notice for opening at the 
meeting on the 18th too.  
 
Assessing Quarterly Review:  
O’Leary reported to the Board that Assessing Agent Kevin McCormack, from RJD Appraisals, had 
recently completed the quarterly review. According to McCormack’s assessment there is a 
valuation increase of $131,000.00.  
 
Town Administrator Residency Requirement:  
O’Leary asked the Board for clarification on whether the Town Administrator is required to 
reside in the municipality or if they could domicile outside of the Town. She explained that 
neither the Town Administrator Contract nor the Administrative Ordinance stated mentioned 
the requirement; however the Job Description states that the Board can determine 
acceptability of a non-resident Administrator.   
 
Under motion by Board member Drexell White second by Board member Denise Lindahl the 
Board voted 3-0 to approve the out-of-town residence status for Town Administrator O’Leary.  
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Spirit of America Award: 
O’Leary informed the Board that the Spirit of America Foundation had requested a nomination 
for the ‘Outstanding Volunteerism Award’ again this year. O’Leary asked the Board for 
suggestions; White suggested that a notice, including all pertinent details, be placed on the 
Town website.  
 
Planning Board:  
Code Enforcement Officer John Larson had asked O’Leary to notify the Board that Dr. Blake of 
Blake’s Veterinary Services and ‘The Canine Inn’ would be on the March 12, 2013 Planning 
Board Agenda as he has submitted the necessary information.  
 
Administrative Ordinance:  
O’Leary began to review the Administrative Ordinance and noticed that there are changes that 
should be made. She reminded the Board that any changes to the ordinance would require 
approval at the Annual Town Meeting which also meant that a hearing date would need to be 
set.  The Board decided to set a public hearing date for May 13th. Chairman Rooney mentioned 
that the hearing could include the Harbor Ordinance; if changes were to be made; as well as the 
proposed Mobile Home Ordinance.  
 
Harbor Grant:  
Lindahl asked O’Leary if she had an invoice ready to forward for the Harbor Grant; O’Leary 
responded that after review of the requirements it was permissible to forward the information 
that the Town had selected an engineer and include that the engineer is working on a study.  
 
Minutes: 
Under motion by Board member Denise Lindahl second by Chairman Rooney the Board voted 
3-0 to approve the minutes of the February 4, 2013 meeting as corrected.  
 
Housekeeping:  
Town Clerk Tucker had recently received the Lucent Stock statement and attempted to correct 
the mailing address to 16 Beech Hill Road instead of an Atlantic Highway address. Tucker was 
told that she would need to forward an official motion made by the Board granting authority to 
a specific individual before any corrections could be made.  
 
Under motion by Board member Denise Lindahl second by Board member Drexell White the 
Board voted 3-0 to grant the Town Administrator authority to make any necessary corrections 
for stock correspondence.  
 
Finance Director Vicki Eugley explained that the stocks were for AT&T and Comcast held as 
cemetery accounts and are included in the annual audit. Rooney asked Eugley if the money 
could be drawn down to offset cemetery expenses. Eugley stated that she is unsure of who left 
the stocks to the Town and what the stipulations are.  
 
Payroll and Accounts Payable Warrants were reviewed and approved.  



5 
 

 
Eugley informed the Board the Ron McIntyre had taken some measurements and would be 
drafting a quote for changes to the counter service window, adding a second window. Eugley 
stated that McIntyre was willing to send an individual, on his crew, to replace the ceiling tiles 
that are damaged. His estimated cost for doing so was under $100.00, the tiles are already 
available at the Town Office.  
 
Under motion by Board member Denise Lindahl second by Chairman Rooney the Board voted 
3-0 to adjourn at 7:45p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted,  
 
 
Jeanine Tucker 
Town Clerk 


