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SELECTBOARD MEETING  
SEPTEMBER 10, 2012 

 

PRESENT: Chairman Paul Rooney; Board member Denise Lindahl; Board Member Drexell White; 
Town Administrator Barbara O’Leary; Town Clerk Jeanine Tucker; Finance Director Vicki Eugley; 
Road Commissioner Amon Morse; Northport Village Corp. representative Maureen O’Keefe and 
resident Peter Bowen.  

Northport Village Corp.: 
Maureen O’Keefe spoke to the Board about a pot hole on Bay Street that she has asked about 
getting repaired before. This time O’Keefe had been asked by Bill Paige if the Board would allow 
him to fill it in with gravel as a temporary measure. According to O’Keefe there are some 
concerns that it needs immediate attention. Administrator O’Leary said that she had not heard 
from Road Commissioner Amon Morse and she was not sure if he planned on attending this 
meeting. O’Keefe asked O’Leary to send her an e-mail when she talks to Road Commissioner 
Amon Morse so she can relay the information to Paige.  
 
Citizens’ Concerns: 
Peter Bowen of Spruce Head Lane spoke to the Board on behalf of his neighbors, as well as 
himself, requesting a moratorium on all new shelters and kennels until a new ordinance can be 
drafted and reviewed. He explained that he understood that such a business was not 
anticipated when the Comprehensive Plan was created. Bowen continued by stating that he has 
compared the plan from other Towns and had found that they have designated areas that 
would be acceptable sites for such businesses in their Land Use section. Bowen felt confident 
that a majority of the residents of the Town would support districting and that the Board 
should consider a moratorium.  
Chairman Rooney informed Bowen that a moratorium can be enacted through a Town Meeting 
and directed him to a website where he can find information specific to the process. Lindahl 
added that the verbiage would have to be drafted by the Town Attorney. Bowen said that he 
did not know what the protocol was; assuring the Board he was only stepping forward as a 
citizen. Rooney spoke to Bowen about attempts made in the past about the residential 
resistance received when a land use ordinance was considered. The Code Officer had tried to 
initiate a building ordinance and it had generated a great deal of public input.  
Lindahl mentioned that when the Comp Plan was done Pussy’s Port of Call was grandfathered 
and set precedence. Bowen acknowledged the comment and added that that business has 30 
acres whereas Blake only has 1 acre which is where minimum lot size and districting under a 
land use ordinance would address that.  
Board member Denise Lindahl asked O’Leary if Justin Blake had put Canine Inn on his Site Plan 
Review application, O’Leary confirmed that he had. O’Leary added that the application does go 
before the Planning Board at their meeting the following night.  
Rooney told Bowen that even if an investigation into a moratorium were started Blake would 
be exempt as he has submitted an application. Bowen added that it could be argued as 
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incomplete and expressed to the Board that anyone abutting the property of a proposed 
Kennel type facility would be upset. He also stated that he is directly impacted with is home 
based business when the dogs are out barking. Board member White asked Bowen what the 
distance is between the facility and his residence, Bowen said that he has not measured it but 
he is down- hill from it and the noise channels down. White noted that both noise and sanitary 
concerns would need to be considered when the Planning Board reviews the application. 
Bowen added that storm water and septic capacity as well as signage being allowed in a 
rural/residential area is a result of no land use management. White then asked Bowen if he had 
attempted to seek remedy through the Animal Control Officer and the Barking Dog Ordinance; 
Bowen replied that he had and that the A.C.O. has been down.  
Bowen informed the Board that the Canine Inn had its official opening on August 20th and he 
intends on going to the Planning Board meeting to inform them as well. Lindahl asked O’Leary 
how the opening could have taken place if a ‘Stop Work Order’ was placed. O’Leary told the 
Board that the order had never been placed because Collins felt that Blake was coming into 
compliance and the order would complicate the process. White spoke to O’Leary and said that 
O’Leary should be included when the Code Officer and Town Attorney consult. Rooney told 
O’Leary that he would like to set a meeting with Larson and both Town attorneys. White voiced 
his concern over how this makes two businesses in a row that have had the mindset of ‘It’s 
easier to ask forgiveness’ than to comply with the Site Plan adding that the ordinance states a 
fine of up to $100.00/day can be imposed for construction prior to approval. Lindahl added that 
precedence had already been set with another business and having another one happen so 
close is aggravating. 
 
Roads & Bridges:  
 Pothole: 
Road Commissioner Amon Morse arrived late to the meeting and was informed of the Bay 
Street pothole by Lindahl. Morse apologized as he misunderstood the location of the complaint 
when it was previously reported to him, he said that he thought it was on Bayside Road and he 
never found it. He told the Board that he will take care of it right away.  
 Flanders Road: 
Rooney asked Morse when he would be having Flanders Road graded, Morse explained that he 
needs to revisit some of the other dirt roads in Town and will be sure Flanders Road is on the 
list.  
O’Leary informed the Board that another lot was sold on Flanders Road approximately 400 feet 
beyond the last extended section. She stated that the buyer does plan on building but she is 
unsure when. Rooney said that the money to extend the road again is not in the budget and 
asked Morse to have F.C. Work & Sons to take a look at it so that they could provide an idea of 
what work is involved. Morse said that there may be a lot of ledge in the upcoming section but 
perhaps the section could be built up instead.  
 Winter Sand: 
 Rooney asked Morse to write up the specs for winter sand so that Clerk Tucker could get them 
advertised. White asked if Morse could include a clause in the specs that states the contractor 
is to make sure they do not pile the sand any higher that the white line marked on the walls. 
White added that he does not want any damage done or a wall pushed out due to oversight. 
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Morse asked Rooney when he wanted the notice to run in the paper; Rooney replied that he 
would like to open bids at the October 15th meeting so they should be turned in to the Town 
Office no later than Saturday October 13th by 11:30 a.m. 
 Miscellaneous: 
Morse reported that he had fixed several leaning or missing signs on Cove Road; Priest Road; 
Bog Road and Cliff Road.  
 Crest Street: 
O’Leary reminded Morse that he still needs to look at the erosion complaint on Crest Street. 
Morse stated that he was not quite sure where the right-of-way is in conjunction to the 
complaint. Rooney told Morse that there should be a set of stairs for the right-of-way leading to 
the shore. Morse said that the water flow could be directed to one culvert instead of two and 
then the water flow directed down the right-of-way, but he would have to double check. 
Rooney told Morse to speak with Mr. Bancroft or Paul Nyren as property owners in Birch Crest. 
Rooney mentioned that Code Officer Larson thought it may be naturally occurring erosion due 
to the clay in the area and that it is not a drainage issue after all.  
 Ditching: 
Morse reported that F.C. Work & Son was done with the ditching work in the Village area. He 
said that he had to have them replace a culvert on Cross Street explaining that it sank and 
created a big bump. Once it was dug up it was obvious that it was in need of replacing. Morse 
said the work was done Friday, but has not been paved over yet.  
 Temple Heights Crosswalk: 
Tucker reminded Morse that the crosswalk in Temple Heights needs to be re-painted and that 
the contact information is in his mailbox.  
 
Isleboro Letter: 
O’Leary received a letter from the Isleboro ‘No Tank’ committee urging the Board to send a 
letter to the Searsport Planning Board in opposition of the proposed LPG tank. Rooney 
acknowledged the request but said that the Board would abstain. White added that the Board 
would need a vote from the Town to do so.  
 
Purchase-Bid Policy: 
The review of the draft Purchase & Bid Policy was tabled as O’Leary had not been able to 
complete it in time for the meeting. O’Leary did inform the Board that the policy can be 
approved outside of Town Meeting; however any revisions to the Administrative Ordinance can 
only be accepted by majority vote at Town Meeting. She said M.M.A. explained to her that the 
ordinance can be clarified and re-worded but not added to. White asked O’Leary if that 
included adding the Finance Director position; O’Leary said she would find out and report back.  
 
Code Officer: 
 Ron’s Towing: 
 O’Leary said that the court date for Bassano had not been set yet. Town attorney Kristen 
Collins was still trying to clarify with their attorney that no towing vehicles are allowed on the 
property. Collins is firm on collecting the attorney fees and is hoping that Linda Bassano and 
Ron Watkins would be willing to settle out of court.   



4 
 

 Vernita Edwards: 
Larson accompanied a septic inspector for an inspection on Vernita Edwards property at 2 
Priest Road. The inspector discovered a metal tank that is being used as a septic tank. Larson is 
awaiting the report on findings.  
 
Withdrawal Committee: 
Rooney informed the Board that the Withdrawal Committee has requested a 90 day extension 
from the Commissioner of Education for their investigation process; he presented Tucker with a 
copy for the file. Rooney said that he needed to clarify with Collins about the intent to 
withdraw versus the investigation process as there has been a lot of confusion surrounding the 
whole procedure where residents believe that this committee is supposed to draw up a 
withdrawal proposal. Rooney explained that the committee is supposed to investigate and 
weigh the options of whether or not a withdrawal is the best course of action and then present 
a plan to the Town for a vote. 
White asked Rooney if the committee had discovered what the Towns’ share is of the debt; 
Rooney replied that the Towns’ debt service obligation is approximately $900,000.00. Rooney 
also stated that the Town would still have to go through a negotiation process for sale or 
purchase of the buildings if it appeared that withdrawing from the RSU was the most cost 
effective option.  
 
Warrants were reviewed and approved.  
 
Under motion by Chairman Paul Rooney second by Board member Denise Lindahl the Board 
voted 3-0 to adjourn at 7:42 p.m.  
 
 
Respectfully Submitted,  
 
 
 
Jeanine Tucker 
Town Clerk 


