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SELECTBOARD MEETING  
AUGUST 27, 2012 

(Rescheduled meeting of August 20, 2012) 
 

PRESENT: Chairman Paul Rooney; Board member Denise Lindahl; Board member Drexell White; 
Town Administrator Barbra O’Leary; Town Clerk Jeanine Tucker and Northport Village Corp. 
representative Maureen O’Keefe. Finance Director Vicki Eugley and Road Commissioner Amon 
Morse were excused. 
 
Roads & Bridges: 
 Paving: 
Town Administrator Barbara O’Leary had spoken with Road Commissioner Amon Morse, who 
was not able to attend the meeting, and updated the Board on various projects.  
She stated that Marriner’s should be done paving soon if they aren’t already done. Chairman 
Paul Rooney confirmed that they are done. O’Leary informed the Board that there was a little 
issue of the company utilizing one of Eliza Eagers driveways as a turn around without asking her 
permission which caused damage to the culvert. O’Leary said that she did speak with Morse on 
the matter and he had agreed that if the culvert is damaged the Town will replace it. Eager said 
that she would simply have appreciated being asked first.  
 Old Salt/Sand Site: 
Morse told O’Leary that he would like to do some additional clean-up work at the old salt/Sand 
site. Rooney mentioned that Morse needs to put up a silt fence or other erosion control 
measure. O’Leary said that Morse wants to put in a culvert there as well.  
 R.S.M.S.: 
Morse had discussed an upcoming R.S.M.S. class adding that he did not know if he had to 
attend where S.W. Cole does the monitoring and reporting on the Town roads. O’Leary 
mentioned that he could go to a website and download an app, or program, that would allow 
him to monitor up to ten roads at no charge. He was undecided as to whether or not it was 
necessary because of the services already provided with Cole. The Board left that choice to 
Morse.  
 Ditching: 
Douglas Boogaart contacted O’Leary to notify her that his ‘Gull Cottage’ sign, which was posted 
at the entrance of his property on Shore Road, had been broken during the ditching project. He 
asked that the sign be repaired and replaced. Rooney stated that it would be F.C. Work & Sons 
responsibility as laid out in the specs. O’Leary said that she would talk to Road Commissioner 
Morse and Works about it.  
Town Clerk Jeanine Tucker forwarded a complaint she received from Dale Finley about a 
construction truck hauling a load of hay, presumably for ditching, that had raced by his house 
on Shore Road at 7:30 in the morning. Finley stated that he had not seen the truck before it 
passed by, but his wife had seen that it was some sort of construction type truck.  
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Birch Crest Right-of-way: 
O’Leary had a request from Jeff Burgess, caretaker for Jeff Anderson, to place a satellite dish in 
a Town right-of way in Birch Crest. According to Burgess someone already has one in the right-
of-way. Road Commissioner Morse stated that he is against any obstructions in a right-of-way. 
Chairman Rooney agreed with Morse and asked O’Leary to send a letter to the person that 
already has a dish in the right-of-way informing them that it needs to be moved.  
 Saturday Cove: 
O’Leary reported to the Board that Deputy Clerk Robin Coombs had been down to the Saturday 
Cove wharf and found trash everywhere as well as bait had been cut up and left behind on the 
dock. Coombs had stated that the smell was so strong that she and her company had to leave. 
O’Leary asked the Board if they wanted reminders about cleaning up after themselves be 
mailed to the fishermen. Lindahl asked O’Leary if Tim Patten was still doing a weekly trash pick- 
up and if he wasn’t would she please have him resume. Lindahl also commented that if the area 
is left in such poor condition it may affect whether or not the S.H.I.P. Grant application is 
approved or not.  O’Leary stated that the last time she had spoken with Harbor Master Lora 
Mills about the grant Mills was concerned that there may be a stipulation as part of the 
approval process which would require the Town to open the area up to the general public and 
no longer allow it to be for only Northport residents.  O’Leary said that Mills was not sure the 
Town would want to continue the process if that is the case.  Chairman Rooney added that it 
would require a Special Town Meeting if the ordinance were to be changed.  
 
Northport Village Corp.:  
Maureen O’Keefe was present to update the Board on recent events or concerns in the Village 
area. She reminded the Board that the NVC held their Annual Meeting where a Fireworks 
Ordinance, specific to the Village, had been approved. O’Keefe thanked the Board again on 
behalf of the Village Overseers for adding the ordinance to the Annual Town Meeting ahead of 
the Village Annual Meeting so that there was some protection against fireworks.  
Administrator O’Leary asked O’Keefe if there had been any comments or complaints about the 
recent ditching being done in the Village area; O’Keefe replied that she had not heard anything 
but the pothole on Bay Street still had not been fixed. O’Leary said that she would be sure to 
remind Road Commissioner that it needs to be addressed.  
 
Salt/Sand Shed: 
O’Leary spoke to the Board regarding the Salt/Sand Shed one year warranty that starts 
immediately upon the date of completion, which was approximately December 2011 after the 
overhead door was installed. O’Leary said that according to Bill Lane of Gartley & Dorsky the 
Town would hold 2% of the contract until the expiration of the one year warranty. Lane told 
O’Leary that he felt as though everything has been completed satisfactory and recommended 
paying the remainder of the contract, except the 2%. Lindahl asked how the mowing and or 
bush hogging would be addressed as it had not been included in the bid for this year nor the 
budget. O’Leary stated that the work could be included in bid proposal next spring, adding that 
it should not grow that much this late in the season.  
Lindahl inquired about signage for the building reflecting that it is the Town of Northport; 
O’Leary said that she would order a sign.  
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Allen Agency: 
O’Leary received an e-mail from Town Attorney William Kelly regarding the claim against the 
Allen Agency for charging the Town for duplicate policies. Kelly had notified the Allen Agency 
that the Town would be willing to settle for $6,000.00 as reimbursement for three years of 
premiums paid to the agency instead of the $10,000.00 that had been paid for unnecessary 
charges over a five year period. Gene McKeever replied to Kelly stating that he would need to 
discuss that matter with his superiors and that he would not be able to do so until after the 
Labor Day holiday.  
 
MMA Property Review: 
O’Leary had received a notice from Maine Municipal Association regarding a change in assessed 
Town property values by Marshal& Swift. MMA had the company perform a commercial cost 
estimator on the buildings. The results showed an increase in coverage on the buildings 
however MMA required approval from the Board before making any changes. There would not 
be an increase in fees at this time; however there was no idea on what the increase would be 
on the premiums next year.  Board member Drexell White stated that he would like to know 
what the increase would be before responding.  
 
Code Officer:  
 Ron’s Towing: 
Town Attorney Kristen Collins had sent a letter to Linda Bassano informing her that she needs 
to remove the Ron’s Towing sign and that no towing vehicles be on the property. Bassano owns 
the property where Ron’s Towing was operating from and had not completed the Site Plan 
Review process to operate the business. The attorney for Bassano and Ron’s Towing responded 
by stating that he believes the wreckers can stay.  
Collins wanted to clarify with the Board on what extent of intent they wanted. O’Leary added 
that attorney fees are around $2,000.00 at this time. Rooney stated that reimbursement of 
legal fees and penalties are what should be sought, Lindahl agreed and added that no wreckers 
should be parked on the property.  
 Blake: 
Town Clerk Jeanine Tucker informed the Board that Justin Blake had submitted an application 
for Site Plan Review and had paid the $100.00 application fee. O’Leary added that Kristen 
Collins had notified Blake’s attorney of the process. Peter Bowen, an abutter to Blake 
Veterinary, contacted O’Leary to find out what the progress was on Blake’s unapproved 
operation of a kennel and shelter. O’Leary said that she informed him of the ‘Stop Work Order’ 
that the Board wanted placed. Bowen responded that Blake was still operating anyway. Rooney 
stated that he believed the fee was doubled if a business was operating ahead of a permit and 
asked O’Leary to follow up with Code Officer John Larson about that.  
 Edwards: 
Larson reported to O’Leary that no evidence of a septic system had been provided to him yet by 
Vernita Edwards at 2 Priest Road. Collins was putting together a warrant to gain access to the 
premises so that an investigation can be done to determine if there is something there for a 
system. 
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Dangerous Building: 

Larson had been informed of a vacant dangerous building in the Temple Heights area belonging 
to George Ellsey, which is going to be foreclosed on by the bank. The foreclosure process could 
take six months and Mr. Ellsey has no financial means to address the concerns of the property. 
Town Attorney Collins feels as though acting on the matter by the Town ahead of the Bank 
taking ownership by foreclosure could deter the Bank from acting on the foreclosure.  O’Leary 
said that she is unsure if the Town is obligated to act on the matter but she would confer with 
Collins or Attorney Kelly.  
 
Transfer Station: 
 Northport Yacht Club: 
Transfer Station Attendant Tim Patten asked O’Leary if the Northport Yacht Club would be 
considered a business as they bring their yard sale leftovers to the Transfer Station every year. 
Patten explained to O’Leary that this can fill nearly two dumpsters. White asked what Patten 
charges the Yacht Club; O’Leary replied that he has not charged them because he did not know 
if he should. O’Leary added that the cost per dumpster is $70. 00 when Pine Tree empties 
them. Rooney told O’Leary to send the Yacht Club a letter stating in the future they will have to 
pay the just like the residents do.  
 Bulb Recycling: 
Rooney had given O’Leary information about a free lamp/bulb recycling program where you log 
onto a website and can view a list of shipping boxes for size and type. Patten would fill up the 
appropriate box, seal it and ship it back for free. O’Leary said she would look into it further and 
report back.  
 
 
Old Business: 
 Complaints: 
Board member Denise Lindahl asked if there had been any complaints about Maurice Trundy’s 
Midcoast Jam. Both Tucker and O’Leary said that no one had forwarded any complaints to the 
Town Office; Lindahl said that she would send an e-mail to Owen Smith at the Waldo 
Communications Center asking for any complaints that may have been called in.  
 Audit: 
Finance Director Vicki Eugley had sent an e-mail to the Board relaying that the audit had gone 
well.  
 
Under motion by Chairman Rooney second by Board member Drexell White minutes of the July 
2, 2012 meeting were approved 3-0 with corrections.  
 
Under motion by Chairman Rooney second by Board member Denise Lindahl minutes of the 
July 16, 2012 meeting were approved 2-0 with corrections (Board member White abstained as 
he was not present at that meeting). 
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Chairman Rooney informed those present that the next Withdrawal Committee meeting would 
be August 30th at 6:30 p.m. 
 
Warrants were reviewed and approved.  
 
Under motion by Chairman Rooney second by Board member White the Board voted 3-0 to 
adjourn at 7:20 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
Jeanine Tucker 
Town Clerk 


