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SELECTBOARD MEETING 
JANUARY 23, 2012 

 
 
Present: Chairman Paul Rooney; Selectperson Drexell White; Northport Village Corp. Representative 
Maureen O’Keefe, Administrator Barbara O’Leary, Town Clerk Jeanine Tucker and Road Commissioner 
Amon Morse.  
 
Northport Village Corp.: 
 Fireworks: 
Maureen O’Keefe, representative for the Village Corp., was present to discuss concerns the Board of 
Overseers for the Village have about fireworks. The Overseers would like to see the Town create zoning 
for fireworks, prohibiting it in densely populated areas. Chairman Rooney stated that the Town Attorney 
would need to be consulted before considering any districting prior to Town Meeting. Board member 
Drexell White asked O’Keefe if the Overseers have discussed; or intend to discuss; this with the Town 
Attorney. White also mentioned that perhaps Temple Heights be included and that a comparison be 
done with other Towns.  
 Building Permits: 
O’Keefe stated that there is still a little bit of a lag, although it is getting better, in informing the Village 
when Building Permits are issued for projects in the Village Area. O’Keefe said that she has spoken with 
Deputy Code Officer Toupie Rooney and the communication has improved.  
 Plowing: 
Chairman Rooney asked O’Keefe if there have been any complaints regarding winter storms and 
plowing, O’Keefe said that she had not been made aware of any.  
 
Ron’s Towing: 
Administrator O’Leary updated the Board on the status of the Ron’s Towing matter. O’Leary informed 
the Board that Linda Bassano had attended the Planning Board meeting on January 9th, but decided to 
withdraw the application for various reasons. Bassano assured the Planning Board that the towing 
operation had moved to Rockland and would not be operating in Northport again. It had been made 
clear to Bassano at that meeting that also meant that the wreckers could not be parked at the site.  
O’Leary continued by stating that Code Officer John Larson had explained to Bassano that the violation 
was still in effect as she had not gone through the process of obtaining permits when creating the lot. 
Bassano was instructed by Larson to attend this meeting of the Selectboard to sign a new agreement 
and to pay the $1,000.00 fine. Larson also told her that failure to do so would deem the case active and 
it could go to court.  
Town Attorney Kristen Collins had discussed the matter with Larson confirming that a signed agreement 
would nullify any action taken thus far and asked that he keep her updated on the status. Board 
member Drexell White asked if the agreement could be mailed by certified mail, return receipt being 
evidence of acceptance. White added that if Bassano failed to appear with payment on or before the 
deadline the agreement would nullify and the Town could proceed to take the matter to court. 
Chairman Rooney suggested that perhaps Larson felt it would be best if Bassano came before the Board 
so that any questions either party had could be answered before an assumed agreement could be 
struck.  
White asked how the Code Officer determined the value of the fine; Rooney explained that the total is a 
cap on daily compounded fees. Rooney asked O’Leary to have the agreement re-written since Bassano 
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failed to appear again. Rooney asked that the deadline to respond and pay be moved to February 24th, 
the Friday before the final meeting of February. White agreed that, with a return receipt from the 
certified mail, the timeline would be acceptable; he also said that he would send O’Leary a sample 
consent agreement as a guide.  
White also asked that O’Leary include what the financial impact of the court case would result in when 
compared to the settlement agreement cost and where the assessment of the agreement fine came 
from.  
 
Roads: 
 Public Access Sand: 
Road Commissioner Amon Morse reported to the Board that the only sand he was able to get for the 
public access pile was from State Sand and Gravel at a cost of $17/yard. Morse explained that F.C. Work 
& Sons will provide some once they are able to get into their stock. Morse added that everyone is having 
the same issues with materials being frozen this time of year.  
 Salt/Sand Shed: 
PDQ Door had visited the shed recently in response to concerns about the overhead door being noisy. 
The representative that arrived said that the door is much quieter than most he has seen, but informed 
Morse that if the door is opened and closed repeatedly, more specifically 6 times in a row,  it will 
overheat and ‘shut down’ for an hour. 
O’Leary had mentioned that Electrician Mike Alley said he could install motion sensors for the interior 
lights and a timer for the outside lights. During a storm the lights have been left on so that the building is 
well lit when the trucks arrive for more materials. Alley suggested that a sensor be installed so that they 
shut off after an hour. The timer for the outside lights could be set for dusk to dawn lighting rather than 
what has appeared to be all day lighting. Morse was concerned that the interior lights are more 
industrial and would take a while to warm up resulting in a larger use of electricity during the warm up 
process then they would if they were to be left on for the entire storm. O’Leary said that she would 
discuss that with Alley prior to install.  
Rooney asked Morse if he had received any feedback from Patterson about the new shed, Morse said 
that operations seem to be going well and he had not heard anything.  
 
Tax Abatements: 
Town Clerk Jeanine Tucker requested that the Board consider abating the total tax obligation assessed 
to the deceased Richard Nealey. Tucker stated that the trailer was on a lot on Priest Road owned by 
Terry Patten and had since been torn down. Nealey had taxes in arrears to 2009 when he passed away 
and the family did not have the ability to pay.  
 
Under motion by Board member Drexell White second by Chairman Paul Rooney the Board voted 2-0 to 
abate the taxes assessed to Richard Nealey on Priest Road. 
 
Executive Session: 
 6:45 p.m. Under motion by Board member Drexell White second by Chairman Rooney the Board voted 
2-0 to enter into executive session pursuant to MSRS Title 36 c 105 §841(2) for a Poverty Tax Abatement 
request. 
7:12 p.m. Exit Executive Session.  
Under motion by Chairman Rooney second by Board member Drexell White the board voted 2-0 to 
deny the application for abatement.  
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Insurance: 
Administrator O’Leary informed the Board that Town Attorney William Kelley will pursue the insurance 
matter and that she has forwarded all materials, including correspondence to him. Kelley told O’Leary 
that he will send certified notice to the Allen Agency first and then contact the Bureau of Insurance 
regarding the irregularities and inconsistency of coverage and service.  
 
Septic Contract: 
In April the contract the Town has with Moore’s Septic will automatically re-new unless the Town 
decides to find a different facility to sign on with. The contract costs $4,000.00 per year and would 
typically increase by $500.00 per year at each two year renewal; however Moore’s stated in their most 
recent correspondence that they will hold it at the last rate of $4,000.00. O’Leary explained that the 
contract covers having a facility to have the waste taken to and is not a contract for pumping. The 
contract is based on past volume and does include the amount taken from the village twice a year. 
O’Leary asked the Board if they wanted her to look into contracting with another company. Both White 
and Rooney asked her to get more info as to what the cost is based on.  
 
Department of Transportation Road Plan: 
O’Leary was recently requested to attend a meeting with the Maine Department of Transportation along 
with Lincolnville Town Manager David Kinney to discuss a plan for repairs of Route 1. O’Leary told the 
Board that D.O.T. wanted to meet with her and Kinney to find out if the two towns would like to see any 
improvements to the section of Route 1 stretching from the area near the Mountain to Sea Motel to the 
end of the last project near Lincolnville Beach. The three representatives from the D.O.T. explained that 
if either Town wanted sidewalks added or road widening done it could be added to the plan when the 
feasibility study is done. The Town would have to cover the added expense of the work at the time the 
project is done, which is not likely to occur until possibly 2014. O’Leary was told that at least one 
representative of the three man team would attend a Selectboard meeting as the project progresses, 
and that public hearings will be held.  
 
Green Cemeteries: 
O’Leary had received a survey questionnaire to complete as to whether or not Northport has any green 
cemeteries. A green cemetery is one that would allow burial or remains not in a sealed vault or require a 
grave liner. The request also asked if the Town would be willing to set aside green lots if a section is not 
already in place. Board member White asked O’Leary if the recently enacted ordinance for Northport 
mentions vaults or liners. O’Leary stated that she planned on looking into the matter more as she was 
unclear about State regulations and whether or not the Cemetery Ordinance referenced vaults or liners. 
O’Leary added that she was questioning the manager’s network on the subject as well.  
 
Piano: 
There has been an old piano upstairs in Town Hall for many years, which at one point was going to be 
dismantled and thrown out. A gentleman, Steven Hemmenway, in Catching Cove heads a program called 
Education Through Entertainment. Hemmenway asked O’Leary if he could possibly have the piano for 
his program and explained to her how he would restore it. Chairman Rooney asked if Hemmenway had 
the ability to remove it from the second floor on his own and would he be willing to sign a liability 
waiver, if that would be acceptable by Maine Municipal Standards, to protect the Town in the event of 
injury.  
Under motion by Chairman Rooney second by Board member Drexell White the Board voted 2-0 to 
donate the piano to Steven Hemmenway for the Education Through Entertainment program.  
 



4 
 

Bookkeeper Report: 
Knights Pond Survey: 

Bookkeeper Vicki Eugley reported to the Board that she had shut down the survey on the website for 
the public input on Knights Pond. Eugley had typed up a report culminating the results and reviewed the 
popular consensus with the Board. The results were that the public did not want to see any camping at 
all, not even for an assessed fee; no summer attendant should be hired; no gate should be installed; no 
restroom should be constructed, although they would like to see a port-a-potty on the site; 
improvements should be made to the picnic area, all improvements should be made through taxes; and 
a swim float should not be added. Results were based on 48 votes from the survey on the website and 
58 paper surveys completed in the Town Office for a total of 106 votes.  
 Code Request: 
Eugley informed the Board that Code Officer John Larson had requested a software program that would 
allow visitors of the Town website to complete the applications available and forward them via e-mail. 
The program is an Adobe PDF to OCR converter and comes at a cost greater than $250.00.  
 
Under motion by Board member Drexell White second by Chairman Paul Rooney the Board voted 2-0 to 
approve the expense for the software program.  
  
 Audit Report: 
Eugley updated the Board as to the comments from the annual audit by Purdey Powers. Eugley said that 
the audit went very well and everything looks good. She added that the Deferred Tax Revenue is less 
and that the Undesignated Fund Balance was higher than originally reported. Eugley had revised year 
end sheets that she distributed to the Board for their records.  
 
Warrants were reviewed and approved.  
 
The first budget meeting for the 2012-2013 budget year was scheduled for Monday February 13th at 6 
p.m.  
 
Minutes of the December 19th meeting were tabled for review at the next meeting when Board member 
Lindahl could be present.  
 
Under motion by Chairman Rooney second by Board member Drexell White the Board voted 2-0 to 
adjourn at 8 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted,  
 
Jeanine Tucker 
Town Clerk 


