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SELECTBOARD MEETING 
JANUARY 9, 2012 

 
Present: Chairman Paul Rooney; Selectperson Denise Lindahl; Selectperson Drexell White; Administrator 
Barbara O’Leary; Town Clerk Jeanine Tucker; Road Commissioner Amon Morse and Citizen Bart Calder. 
 
Citizens’ Concerns:  
Peggy Smith had written Administrator O’Leary about her concerns with the trapping that has been 
allowed at the Transfer Station. Smith wanted to know how Peter Tinker requested the Boards 
permission to trap. O’Leary explained that Tinker had not violated any laws when trapping at the site. 
Chairman Rooney asked if O’Leary had been informed of where the exact location of the trap in 
question was; O’Leary replied that she had not been told; just that everything was done by law. 
  
Code Officer:  
Code Officer John Larson asked O’Leary to report to the Board, on his behalf, about the following 
matters. 
Wilson 80K Action: 
The Wilson 80K Action case had been ruled upon by the Court and a fine for legal fees was assessed to 
the Wilsons, which has been received by the Town. The payment, in full, of $2,935.22 had been received 
and applied as a reimbursement to legal fees.  
Ron’s Towing: 
Linda Bassano and Ron Watkins were scheduled to appear at the December 19th Selectboard meeting so 
that they could sign a settlement agreement in an effort to avoid an 80K Action for clearing a lot and 
operating a towing business without obtaining proper approval or permits. Neither Bassano nor Watkins 
attended the meeting or made any effort to reschedule the matter. Bassano is on the Planning Board 
agenda for the meeting on the 10th but Larson believes that the Department of Transportation has not 
approved the Driveway Entrance Permit and that the Department of Environmental Protection has not 
issued a Permit by Rule for the stream crossing. Both permits are required as part of the Site Plan 
Review process, without which the application is incomplete. Larson had spoken with Town attorney 
Kristen Collins about his concerns. Collins advised Larson to re-write the agreement and have Bassano 
attend the Selectboard meeting on January 23rd regardless of whether or not she attends the Planning 
Board meeting. Larson told O’Leary that he has revised the agreement and mailed it, certified mail-
return receipt, to Bassano along with a detailed letter of what is required of her at this point.  
Board Member Drexell White, who had not been present at the last Board meeting, asked if Bassano 
had been given ‘Date Certain’ time lines. O’Leary informed White that Bassano and her attorney met 
with Larson and Collins in the Town Administrators office and that Bassano was in fact given a schedule 
as well as step by step instruction of the process. O’Leary added that all communication has been in 
writing as well so there is no confusion surrounding dates and requirements, as well as the $1,000.00 
settlement penalty. O’Leary continued by stating Bassano’s failure to appear nullifies the consent 
agreement as originally written.  
White then asked what would happen if Bassano does not appear at the Planning Board meeting; 
O’Leary explained that the agreement would have to be re-drafted to include the missed Site Plan 
Review meeting.  
White suggested that if the certified mail is not picked up, or is returned as undeliverable, to have a 
Deputy hand deliver the notice. White added that it may cost a couple of dollars, but at least it would be 
certain that it was received by the individual.  
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Roads & Bridges: 
 Old Sand/Salt Site: 
Road Commissioner Amon Morse informed the Board that removal of the sand at the old site was 
complete leaving behind only rocks. Morse asked the Board what they would like done with the 
remaining materials. Rooney directed Morse to spread it out over the lot as best as possible.  
 Temple Heights: 
Morse reported that it had turned cold faster than expected and F.C. Work & Son did not have the 
opportunity to pack the gravel and rock near the roadside as intended.  
O’Leary told the Board and Morse that she had received an acknowledgement from Ashley Landry that 
his concerns were brought forward too late in the season to be addressed and that he wanted to thank 
the Board for allowing him the time speak on the matters. In speaking with O’Leary Landry realized that 
the issues could not be addressed until spring.   
White, who had not attended the previous meeting, was briefed on the results of the survey done by 
Dan Small of Mountain Street and High Street affected by the project. Rooney explained to White that 
the slope/grade of the road will need to be changed in an effort to get the road back to its original 
placement. O’Leary added that Small had stated that he could place pins marking the five foot easement 
in the spring if the Board would like it marked.  
Rooney said that waiting until spring on all matters would be best, that way it would be better known 
what the effect will be on Shore Road with the new drainage system in place.  
 Plowing: 
O’Leary told the Board that she had mailed the letter to Bob Patterson as directed in regards to the 
Christmas Day storm. Rooney stated that it would be beneficial to have all correspondence in writing so 
that it may be kept in a file for reference, especially in the event that the contract needs to be 
terminated. Rooney said he had spoken with someone in another town that said they don’t plow dirt 
roads either for the same reasons that Patterson had mentioned about tearing the roads up and doing 
more harm than good.  
 Salt/Sand Shed: 
Bill Lane of Gartley & Dorsky had sent a letter to David Trask about items that need to be reviewed in 
the spring at the new shed as part of the contract. O’Leary asked the Board, and Morse, if there were 
any additional items they would like to see on this ‘punch list’. Rooney had asked about putting the 
lights on a timer so they aren’t on 24 hours a day. 
 Public Access Sand:  
O’Leary informed the Board about what she had gotten for feedback from the Managers List regarding 
having a public access sand pile for the residents. She said that most towns do have a pile at the public 
works site where the citizens can get their bucket of sand. The Board still did not feel comfortable about 
increased traffic flow at the Route One site stating concerns about safety pulling on and off of the 
highway. Morse said that the pile needs to be protected from the elements to prevent it from becoming 
wet and frozen or even washing away. Morse added that if a shelter is built it would need to be wide 
enough to back up and empty a 2 yard dump body into. White had asked about using the shed at the old 
site for public access. Morse said that once he got all of the items being stored in there out it would 
work just fine. Rooney asked Morse how much it would hold, Morse replied that it would hold quite a 
lot but felt it would be best to put only 2 yards at a time in it. Rooney asked Morse to get that going 
right away, White also asked that Morse place a barrier up so that trucks cannot back up to the shed.  
 Mailbox: 
Morse said that he had taken an old sign post and driven it into the ground for support in an effort to 
solve the issue with the Leslie Michell mailbox post. Morse had asked O’Leary had heard anything from 
her, O’Leary responded that she had not.  
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Road Projects: 
Rooney reminded Morse that budget time was approaching and that he should start building a Road 
Project list.  
 
Insurance: 
O’Leary announced to the Board that the Town of Northport is no longer covered by the Allen Agency 
for insurance and that it is now, as of January 1, 2012, fully insured by the Maine Municipal Association. 
O’Leary said that she had sent the Allen Agency notice by certified mail informing them that the Town 
was cancelling coverage as of midnight December 31, 2011. She continued by stating that Gene 
McKeever, agent of the Allen Agency, had failed to respond to messages and questions and she included 
that information in the letter.  O’Leary said that the certified letter she sent requested a refund on the 
duplicate policies as well as for early cancellation on the remaining policies. O’Leary added that she had 
carbon copied the new president of the Allen Agency as well citing that she felt he should be aware of 
the situation.  
McKeever did call O’Leary the same day she had sent the letter and informed her that there was no way 
the Town would receive a refund, O’Leary told him that as the agent he should have caught the mistake 
with the duplication of policies and that the Town will pursue the matter further. McKeever then told 
O’Leary that it could be possible for a one year refund if the Town did follow through on the claim but 
that would have to be taken up with the new president.  
Board member Denise Lindahl asked O’Leary how much money was involved and over what length of 
time. O’Leary explained that it was just over $2,000 a year for 5 years.  O’Leary also said that McKeever 
passed the blame onto the other insurance companies as he never received answers back from them 
and that he took no responsibility as the agent for the Town.  
Chairman Rooney asked O’Leary to contact the Town attorney as see if the Allen Agency is protected or 
if they were at fault by error and omission. White added that O’Leary should direct the attorney to write 
a more forceful and direct letter informing the Allen Agency that the Town will pursue the matter by 
whatever means necessary until it is resolved. Lindahl also advised O’Leary to only correspond with the 
agency in writing and to longer discuss matters on the phone. Lindahl also suggested that the Town 
attorney discuss the situation with the Bureau of Insurance for guidance. 
 
Saturday Cove: 
O’Leary had received a request from a non-resident crab fisherman to use the Saturday Cove dock as his 
traps are in the vicinity of the cove. O’Leary said that she had explained to him that  Saturday Cove is for 
residents only but that she would take his request to the Board for final determination.  Lindahl stated 
that not only is it for resident use but it is not maintained for use in the winter.  
 
Inland Fisheries Agent:  
O’Leary asked the Board to name Robin Coombs as Inland Fisheries and Wildlife Agent for the Town. 
Coombs has always prepared the reports but O’Leary had been listed as the agent. O’Leary explained 
that she had asked the department how the matter should be handled and was instructed on the 
process, which is to have the Board complete the nomination form and forward it to the agency. White 
asked for clarification on whether or not this was an addition to Coombs’s duties as Deputy Clerk. 
O’Leary assured the Board that is not an additional task, that this would simply formalize Coombs as the 
agent for the Town since she has been doing the work anyway. Each member signed the form for 
O’Leary to submit.  
 
 
 



4 
 

Town Clerk: 
 Tax Abatement Application: 
Town Clerk Jeanine Tucker had received an application for tax abatement due to poverty/infirmity but 
asked the Board if they would table it until the next meeting as she had suggested to the applicant to 
complete a General Assistance application as well. Tucker explained that the applicant claims to have 
zero income and that they receive zero assistance. She thought that the inability to pay may change if 
the applicant were to qualify for certain programs. The Board agreed to table the discussion until the 
meeting of January 23rd. 
 Wire Transfers:  
Tucker had been asked by a tax payer living outside the United States if the Town accepted wire 
transfers for tax payment. Tucker stated that she believed the Town would need a policy on this and the 
question arose as to who would be responsible for the obligation of the transfer fee. White suggested 
that Tucker ask the Clerks network to see what towns accept wire transfers. Lindahl suggested Tucker 
look into the details of setting up a PayPal account for the Town and to also get the Banks input on the 
subject.  
 
Executive Session: 
O’Leary informed the Board the pending matter that would have been discussed in executive session 
had been withdrawn and there was no longer a need for the Executive Session.  
 
Under motion by Chairman Rooney second by Drexell White minutes from the December 5, 2011 
meeting were approved. 
  
Warrants were reviewed and signed. While reviewing the warrants the Board noticed that there had 
been some heating fuel deliveries made for General Assistance cases. Board member Denise Lindahl 
asked O’Leary about having one company contract for these cases. O’Leary said that she was going to 
talk to Maine Energy about adding that as part of the Town contract.  
 
Chairman Rooney asked Bookkeeper Vicki Eugley if there were any budget concerns. Eugley stated that 
Town Charges had been utilized a lot in the past few months, but it was still relatively in line with mid-
year figures.  
 
The regular meeting scheduled for February 20, 2012 was rescheduled for the 27th due to the Presidents 
Day holiday.  
 
Under motion by Chairman Rooney second by Denise Lindahl the Board voted 3-0 to adjourn at 7:37 
p.m. 
 
 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Jeanine Tucker 
Town Clerk 
 
 


