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SELECT BOARD MEETING
OCTOBER 4, 2010

PRESENT: Paul Rooney, Chairman; Denise Lindahl; Drexell White; Barbara O’Leary,
Town Administrator and Jeanine Tucker, Town Clerk, Ned Lightner on behalf of the
Village Overseers, Mr. Alan Henry and persons awaiting results from bids on winter sand
and roadside brush cutting.

Bids:
Chairman Paul Rooney asked the other members of the Board if they wanted to review
the bids for Roadside Brush Cutting and Winter Sand first, Denise Lindahl and Drexell
White agreed. The bid for Roadside Brush Cutting was addressed first and the results
were as follows:

Farley & Sons Landscaping: $ 7,473.00
Drinkwater’s Landscaping: $ 7,800.00
Barb’s Landscaping: $ 8,700.00
F.C. Works: $10,400.00

During the bid opening and discussion it was suggested by the representative of
F.C. Works that future Bid Specifications state how far back from the roadside and how
high the clearance of the cutting should be.
The Board thanked him for the input and agreed that it could be beneficial to include it in
the scope of work. Under motion of Paul Rooney, second by Denise Lindahl the Board
voted 3-0 to award the project to Farley & Sons.

Winter Sand to be mixed in with salt already supplied by the town bids were as follows:

Bartletts 10-4 Construction: $10,275.00**
Farley & Son’s Landscaping $11, 325.00
Hanson Industries Inc. $12,285.00
Scott Ellis $12,750.00
F.C. Works $13,125.00
Daves World $13,500.00**
Rick Collins $14,175.00

** Denotes that specification was NOT made on bid regarding sand being mixed with,
and put up into, salt pile.

Discussion began over the concern that a couple of the bids did not specify
putting the sand up with the salt, therefore they were disregarded. Under motion of Chair
Paul Rooney, second by Denise Lindahl the Board voted 3-0 to award the project to
Farley & Son’s Landscaping.
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Citizen Concerns:
Mr. Alan Henry was present to request that the Board consider doing revaluations more
frequently than currently practices. His belief is that a revaluation should be done to co-
inside with market values. He understands that if this is done that the mil rate could
increase. Rooney asked Mr. Henry if he had met with the assessors yet, his reply was that
he had several years ago and had been given vague answers with no resolve. Rooney
explained to Mr. Henry that the State assessment had gone up and Mr. Henry asked him
if the Board had tried to litigate it. At that time one of the people that had been present for
the bid openings spoke up and mentioned that he had been a selectman in a different town
in the past and knew from personal experience that the Board of Selectmen are pretty
limited at what they can do regarding State assessments and any attempt may prove to be
a futile effort.
Mr. Henry then went on to state that Point Lookout had somehow managed to get their
assessment reduced when Erickson took things over, giving them a break while everyone
else in Northport had to ‘pick up the slack’. He had met with one of the Select People at
that time and could not remember their name, noting that it was not anyone presently on
the Board, but was not able to get any explanation regarding how this had happened as
they claimed to have no understanding themselves.
Mr. Henry also informed the Board that he told by someone in Augusta that he could be
allowed to vote on local issues in Northport even though he was not considered a resident
of the State of Maine. He stated that he was told the Board could give him the right to
vote on local items, however he would not be able to vote on State issues. The Selectmen
tried to explain to Mr. Henry that he could ask to speak at Town Meeting but he would
not be able to cast a vote by State Statute so long as his primary residency was Florida.
Mr. Henry claimed that this was incorrect and the person at the State assured him that he
had every right to vote locally so long as the Town Selectmen approved it. At this time
Mr. Henry thanked the Board for their time and excused himself, Selectman Rooney
thanked him for coming out.

Northport Village:
Ned Lighter was present to speak on behalf of the Northport Village Corporation. He
wanted to make certain that the Board of Selectmen were aware of the grant the NVC
received from the United States Department of Agriculture for the sewer project that
needs to be done in the Village. He also wanted to congratulate Administrator O’Leary
on the Recycling Grant she managed to get for the Town. The recycling pick up day for
the Village area is intended for Thursdays, however they aren’t setting a definite plan at
this time.
Mr. Lightner wanted to ask again that the Code Enforcement Officer forward any
building Permits, for the Village area, to the Overseers so that they may know what
projects taking place in that area are permitted. Administrator O’Leary said that she did
have that conversation with Mr. Larson and she believed that either he or Assistant Code
Officer Toupie Rooney would be doing so.
While Mr. Lightner was still present Selectman Rooney asked Road Commissioner
Morse if he had been around to check on the catch basins in the village. Morse replied
that he had not done so yet but was going to be checking them all soon.
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Roads & Bridges:
Barbara O’Leary informed Amon Morse that she had gotten a complaint from the Mail
Carrier that there were some mailboxes on Bird Hill that were in dire need of attention.
After the ditching had been done the shoulder had been compromised and the mailboxes
were tipping. Amon stated that there hadn’t been any ditching done in that area and the
issue was from the rain washing them out, but he will look at it.
Selectman Rooney briefly reviewed the progress with Dirigo Engineering regarding the
Temple Heights drainage project. He stated that there would need to be an Invitation to
Bid Notice run in the newspaper and that bids would need to be received no later than
Noon on Saturday October 16th for opening at the October 18th Selectman’ meeting. He
added that anyone wanting a copy of the specifications of the project would need to
obtain them from Dirigo Engineering for a fee. The question was asked about whether the
Mountain Street project should be bonded, Rooney answered by stating that only liability
insurance to $400, 000.00 was sufficient and that in the past bonding just wasn’t
productive.
Rooney also said that he would like to re-new the contract with S.W. Cole regarding
surveying for RSMS System and that it needs to be done every two years, it has been two
years since it was last done.

Clerks Report:
Town Clerk Jeanine Tucker reviewed the following with the Board of Selectmen:

Abatements:
Robert Prescott has requested an abatement on his property at 107 Prescott Hill Road.
Mr. Prescott had been assessed a penalty in 2009 for taking land out of Farmland and the
penalty went back to 2005. However, the taxes were paid on September 30th, therefore
there was no need for an abatement.

Electronic Tax Payments:
The Maine Town and City Clerks Association had circulated an e-mail regarding a State
Website where citizens could pay their property taxes on-line. This service would allow
the use of a credit card for payment. All costs and fees, associated from the use of the
credit card, would be absorbed by the resident at the time of payment. Once the payment
was complete and the funds cleared the State would then directly deposit the tax payment
into the Town Checking account. There would be no charge to the municipality for the
use of this service and no software would have to be downloaded to utilize it. There have
always been requests from people to pay their taxes by credit card so that they could earn
points or rewards.
Denise Lindahl asked Jeanine when she calls the State about this to look at any other
services that the State provides for Municipalities similar to this one.

Selectman Paul Rooney asked Tucker about getting a Notice of Public Hearing into the
Newspaper for the next meeting regarding the General Assistance Ordinance. Tucker told
him she would have to call the newspaper in the morning to verify that it wasn’t too late
to get it in this weeks edition, otherwise it would have to be tabled for the meeting of
November 1st.
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Town Administrator Report: Barbara O’Leary reported to the Selectmen on the
following:

Cemetery & Stone Work:
Ms. O’Leary updated the Board on Beech Ridge Cemetery, letting them know that Tim
Peabody would like to clean up the entire lot all at once rather than to do it in sections,
which the Board had voted in favor of at the last meeting. As far as the foundation that
was there and is causing such concern now, it was suggested that a quote be given and the
bid process be done in removing what is there and getting fill for the void. Lindahl asked
what would be done with the stone from the old foundation, O’Leary replied that it could
be used to build a side wall to create a defined boundary.
Barbara continued to confer with Mr. Stevens regarding best way to proceed in setting up
this cemetery properly. It was suggested that there be a road added along the backside for
additional access and that sections be developed one at a time.
The Richardson family brought it to O’Leary’s attention that some lots are facing the
wrong direction causing their lot to be encroaching the abutting lot. Denise Lindahl stated
that all lots will need to be facing the correct way to avoid any further complications.
Denise then asked if the cemetery was registered with a deed yet and could it be
registered if there weren’t any boundaries. Barbara told the Board that no evidence of a
deed could be found, but it needed to be surveyed regardless before a deed were to be
written up and she would find out about getting that done. Paul asked what there was for
a budget adding that some of the work may need to be put off since Basil Littlefield had
not submitted his mowing bill yet. Barbara said she would get in touch with Peabody to
see what he intended on charging as well as check on the budget. Stevens is supposed to
be billing half way through the cleaning for one half of the amount quoted. All of the
Board members commented on how much better the stones look after being pressure
washed. Barbara mentioned that Mr. Littlefield was a little concerned about the way the
process has been done, but she explained to him that Mr. Stevens was doing exactly what
he had stated he would do in the bid.

Boston Post Cane:
Discussion arose around why there hadn’t been a notice in the newspaper regarding the
presentation of the Boston Post Cane to Mr. Bruce Grant back in September. Barbara let
the Board know that the information had been posted to the town website and the local
correspondent had not written her article in quite some time. A follow up with the
newspaper would be done in the morning.

Transfer Station & Recycling:
Ms. O’Leary has received the official letter awarding the Town its $500.00 matching
grant for recycling. She told the Board that the office would have to keep track of all the
expenses incurred during the implementation of the recycling project. O’Leary said that
she would be designing flyers and printing them off in house and that the office staff
would be going down to the elementary school and performing a little zero sort recycling
skit where the flyers and magnets would be handed out. The best deal she could find for
magnet production was through Magnets.com at 29 cents each for anything over 2,000.
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D.O.T./Route 1 Land:
Ms. O’Leary gave another status update on the land from the Dept. of Transportation on
Rte.1. The deed for the land from the State has been signed by the Governor, now it is a
matter of writing up the closing papers and payment from the Town. Selectman Drexell
White offered to be a courier between the Town and the State since he works in that
building anyway.
Paul said he had been speaking with Dirigo Engineering regarding the curb cut for
accessibility of the lot by a tractor trailer truck and about a design for a sand and salt
shed that would have a 3,000 yard capacity. Dirigo is doing those calculations for the
Town.

Other Items:
At the last meeting Town Clerk Jeanine Tucker mentioned insurance on properties that
should have foreclosed due to non-payment of taxes. She expressed concern over liability
if anything should happen that the Town could be held liable for any injury or damages
since by all rights the property should have been ceased and the residence vacated.
Barbara O’Leary spoke with Maine Municipal and Attorney Kelley regarding this and
was given the same answer by both, that the Town could not force the land owners to
obtain or show proof of insurance. She also found that the Town would not be held liable
if foreclosure steps have not been taken, the property would still be the owners liability.

Under motion of Paul Rooney second by Drexell White the Board voted 3-0 to enter into
Executive Session at 7:40 p.m. to discuss a legal matter under M.R.S.A. Title 1 §
405(6)(E).

Under motion of Paul Rooney and second by Drexell White the Board voted to exit
Executive Session and return to Regular Session at 7:52 p.m. 3-0.
No decisions resulted from Executive Session.

Minutes of the September 20, 2010 meeting were reviewed into record and approved with
minor corrections.

Administrator Barbara O’Leary said that she was finally able to get into the Managers
website and has found many resources there. Denise Lindahl expressed her satisfaction
with the job that Barbara has been doing so far as Administrator, Paul Rooney agreed and
acknowledged that Barbara had accomplished a lot this year.

Bookkeeper Vicki Eugley provided the Board with copies of the annual audit, and asked
if anyone did not want to keep a copy she would like to have it to put in the safe. Drexell
White surrendered his and requested an electronic copy instead if one were available.
Paul Rooney noticed that the audit did reflect the 17 month period and the physical year
change. He also noted that the audit credited the Board with having a watchful eye on
surplus and the general fund.
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Paul Rooney asked Barbara if she would have the assessors go to Point Lookout and
review the property. Barbara told Paul that Rob would be here on the 14th to prepare the
Municipal Valuation for the Board meeting on the 18th and she would ask him then.

Vicki asked the Selectboard about looking into a short term investment plan for the
Town. Instead of having all of the cash sit in an account with little or no yield, perhaps
some could be placed in a better account with a higher yield. She was told to get some
information about what types of no risk accounts would be safe for the Town.
Denise asked if Transfer Station could be added to the agenda.
Vicki also pointed out that the Northport Village Corp. payment was in the warrant they
were signing, so that just left the large County bill to pay.

With nothing further to discuss, motion was made by Paul Rooney, second by Drexell
White the Board voted to adjourn at 8:15 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Jeanine Tucker
Town Clerk


