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SELECT BOARD MEETING
SEPTEMBER 7, 2010

PRESENT: Paul Rooney, Chairman; Denise Lindahl; Drexell White; Barbara O’Leary,
Town Administrator and Jeanine Tucker, Town Clerk, Cameron Kilton and Assistant
Code Officer Toupie Rooney.

Citizen Concerns:
No citizens were present for the meeting, therefore there were no citizen concerns.

Internet:
Midcoast Internet Solutions representative Cameron Kilton was present to discuss the
permitting fees and process for site plan review and the towers they would like to place in
town. Mr. Kilton referred to the Northport Wireless Telecommunications Facilities
Ordinance sections 6.3 through 6.5 in regards to fees and the application process.
Nowhere does it state in the ordinance that the Selectboard could waive the fees, nor can
they advise either the Code Enforcement Officer or the Planning Board to do so. Mr.
Kilton was sure that he would only need permit approval on one pole, because it is larger
than a utility pole, measuring at eighty feet high and eleven inches square. His concern is
that the plan the company is working on is done with grant funding and permit fees are
not covered with the funds. Selectperson Denise Lindahl asked Mr. Kilton if his company
would be generating revenue from the towers when they are put in place. He affirmed
that they would be receiving money from parties that signed on, but the fees required
were a cost his company probably could not cover at this time.
Selectman Paul Rooney explained to Mr. Kilton that the fee was intended to cover the
CEO and Planning Board doing their work preparing for Site Plan review and approval.
Rooney also posed the question that if fees were waived in this case what was to come of
future business coming to Northport looking for the ‘same deal’, would it be justified?
Selectman Drexell White stated his understanding of the ordinance was that an
application would not be complete without the fee, but also pondered the question if the
Selectboard, acting on behalf of the Town, could cover the fee; possibly through
contingency; as a way to get the process going. Mr. Kilton suggested that the Town could
have a credit posted to an account in that amount once the account was opened and added
that the Fire Department and First Responders would have free internet.
As Drexell read the ordinance it appeared, to him, that the waiver mentioned in section
6.3 referred to a waiver of information and not a waiver of fees. He asked Administrator
O’Leary if she would ask Attorney Kelly what his thought would be on that. He also
questioned if the Selectboard was in the habit of making recommendations to the
Planning Board, Selectman Rooney assured him that in the past the Selectmen have
indeed made recommendations to other Boards.
White asked what time frame would be needed in order for this to go before the Planning
Board and Assistant Code Officer Toupie Rooney replied that the matter could go before
the Planning Board at next weeks meeting as a preliminary review, if Mr. Kilton were to
come in on Friday with his application for a Wireless Communication Review.
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Under motion of Paul Rooney and second by Drexell White the Board voted 3-0 to have
Administrator O’Leary speak with Attorney Kelly about the possibility of the Board,
acting on the best interest of the Town, pay the $1,500.00 fee so that Midcoast Internet
Solutions may proceed with the project.

Public Hearing:
7:32 p.m. Special Amusement Permit Hearing

Point Lookout had submitted an application, and paid the fee, for a Special Amusement
Permit.
Under motion of Paul Rooney, second by Denise Lindahl, the Board voted 3-0 to
approve and sign the Special Amusement Permit.
Exit Public Hearing at 7:33 p.m.

Northport Village:
Ned Lightner came to give a report on behalf of the Village Corp. He wanted to assure
the Board that the Village Overseers were taking the Zero Sort Recycling seriously and
that they were trying to find ways to make it work in the village area with the turn over of
summer residents and renters. The easiest solution that they had come up with so far was
to have the recyclables placed into clear plastic bags, so that the contents could be easily
seen to ensure that only recyclables were inside while at the same time making it easier
for Mr. Page to pickup. If materials were left in boxes for recycling the fear was that it
would blow out of the truck in transit to the transfer station. Once at the transfer station
Mr. Page could then tear the bags open and empty the contents into the recycle bin.
Town Administrator Barbara O’Leary suggested having a separate bin for Bayside
recycling so that the bags would not have to be opened.
Selectperson Lindahl mentioned her biohazard concern since some people are not sorting
their trash properly.
Drexell had seen that the City of Brewer listed on their website that clear bags could be
purchased for the recycling, but that they need to be left open and not tied or sealed.
Mr. Lightner went on to say that other options had been discussed, such as a truck with
compartments or bins, which is not in the budget, and a centrally located dumpster, which
could be misused and defeat the purpose.
Denise Lindahl said that she would contact the representative, Jim Dunning at Pine Tree,
on the recycling and ask him about using the clear plastic bags before going ahead with
the plan.
Ned also mentioned that having materials explaining the dos and don’ts of recycling for
tenant s would make it much simpler. Barbara stated that that was ‘in the works’ at this
very moment.

Roads & Bridges:
Road Commissioner Amon Morse reported that the heavy rains from the recent storm had
not caused any serious issues on any roads, though there were some trouble areas such as
Shore Road. One culvert had gotten clogged up with sticks and debris, which caused it to
fail. Selectman Rooney asked if the road was safe after the wash out. Amon replied that
the only dangerous spot was right next to the guardrails and that he has placed some
cones there.
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Paul and Amon had met with Mr. Butler at Dirigo regarding the drainage plans in Temple
Heights. Mr. Landry was concerned about tree removal with ditching on Mountain Street
and wanted the work to be done on the opposite side of the street
The determination was made that it would be better to go with underground drainage
rather than ditching. Property owner Charlie Dhyse was reportedly on hand and admitted
that going underground with the drainage made him feel more comfortable since he was
in negotiations on the land that would be affected. In going with the underground
drainage system the Fire Department would have to periodically come clean out the catch
basins. The intent is to get the drainage done by the end of fall.
It has been discovered that the boulders Mr. Dhyse had placed along the edge of his
property were outside the 5 foot right of way and will not have to be moved.
Amon revisited the brush cutting bid, Paul Rooney asked if it he wanted it put off to the
next meeting, Amon stated that would give him a chance to mark areas. Barbara asked
about including Beech Hill Road so that visibility could be improved when leaving the
Town Office parking lot.
Selectman Rooney asked to have bids advertised and ready for the first meeting in
October, along with the bids for 1500 yards of winter sand.
Amon added that he had not addressed the ditch issue at 118 Beech Hill Road, Ryan
Road and Cross Street yet.
Mr. Morse met with Mr. Hollins on Knights Pond Road regarding an entrance issue he
was having there. Amon said that he agreed the Town would move his gate and change
the entrance to correct the issue. Gravel would need to be added for the field entrance and
should be done on Thursday. He also said that the aprons needed along Knights Pond,
Road after the paving was complete, will be done with his equipment and will be done by
hand.
Amon stated he was looking into prices for hydro seeding, in an effort to prevent
washouts, and should have those for the next meeting. He mentioned that there was
another culvert needed and some more ditching to be done farther down Knights Pond
Road closer to the park. Paul stated that there would have to be a warrant article for next
year to see what the taxpayers want to do about the park.
Drexell White posed a question about distance between speed limit signs after
intersections. Amon replied that he has waiting to hear from the State regarding speed
limits on Town Roads and could ask that question of them then. The State will study up
to three roads in a municipality a year, though it has been several years since they have
done any in Northport, and make a determination as to what the posted speed limit should
be. Selectman Rooney asked Administrator O’Leary if she would check on the speed
limit survey.
The Road Commissioner wanted the Board to know that Ryan Road would need some
shoulder work done as soon as possible. It is definitely a priority road. Selectman Rooney
explained that it would have to come from next years budget, that it was not something
that was budgeted for this year.

Animal Control Officer: Heidi Blood had e-mailed her report for the Selectboard,
Denise Lindahl commented that it was a nice report and it was just what the board
wanted. Denise also asked how the new A.C.O. was doing, both Administrator O’Leary
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and Clerk Tucker stated they had not received any complaint against Heidi and to their
knowledge she was handling each complaint in a professional and timely manner.

Gift of Land Re-visited: A tax bill had been mailed back with a handwritten, signed,
note stating that the owner would like to donate the parcel to the Town. Upon
investigation it was discovered that there is an easement to the less than half of an acre
lot. The lot does not abut any properties belonging to the Town, although it is near the
Transfer Station. Ms. O’Leary discussed the cost effectiveness of the Town accepting the
property at a Town Meeting and the fee involved for the clear title search and deed. Mr.
Kelly advised that it would probably be best if the Town wrote the property owner a letter
notifying her of who the abutters are and to respectfully decline the offer.

Under motion of Drexell White and second by Denise Lindahl the Board voted 3-0 to
write a letter to the property owner thanking them, but declining the offer.

Correspondence: The corrected Ballot for the Waldo County Budget Committee was
presented to the Selectmen for vote. Upon review Denise Lindahl marked the ballot with
the Board voting 3-0.

The auditing firm of Purdy Powers & Company sent a letter for the
Board to sign verifying that, to the best of their knowledge, all information that was
available was submitted to the agency for the purpose of an accurate audit. Once each
member had a chance to read the letter Selectmen Paul Rooney and Drexell White signed
in acknowledgement. Selectperson Lindahl did not need to sign it since only two
signatures were needed.

Town Administrator Report: Barbara O’Leary reported to the Selectmen on the
following:

Transfer Station: Ms. O’Leary also updated the Board about grant funding for a
recycling program that would match up to $500.00. One thing that she was working on
included an informational flier for handout at the Town Office, the Village and the
transfer station. This flier is available as a template and could be set up, or designed, any
way someone wanted it and she is in the process of doing just that.
She found a company that can print magnets for twelve to sixteen cents each per
thousand verses the company the State has that charges nearly sixty-five cents a piece.
These magnets, upon final proof, could be available in ten days. There is no fee for up to
the first two proofs.
The office staff would like to go to the elementary school to do a presentation with the
students during Maine Recycles week. This is an attempt to spread the word about
Northport’s recycling program and how they can help.

D.O.T./Route 1 Land:
Ms. O’Leary gave a status update on the land from the Dept. of Transportation on Rte.1.
The last signature needed is from the Governor and will probably be done in about a
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month. She was referred to Erich Clock regarding the next step, which is to record the
site with the D.O.T.. The currently discontinued entrance does not need a special permit
to re-open, it would only require a waiver. Mr. Clock has sent Barbara the application to
complete in order to move the salt and sand pile and to record it with the D.O.T..
She has been looking at salt/sand shed funding opportunities that may be available and,
as of this date, has not found anything definite. She has learned that the State no longer
funds sheds, that an engineer is needed to draw a plan regardless of who is funding the
project if the cost is $100,000 or more. Ms. O’Leary called Peter Coughlin, who has a list
of contractors, he directed her to a website for information. The style and size reflects the
cost, but on average the cost would be around $150, 000 to $200,000. When she asked
Mr. Coughlin about funding opportunities apparently his reply was ‘Good Luck’.
Selectman Rooney asked about the possibility of C.D.B.G. funding.
Barbara thought that you could only receive one a year, which has been awarded to
Swans Island Blankets. Selectperson Denise Lindahl gave Barbara the name of a direct
contact person, Andrea Smith, at the C.D.B.G. office to pursue this further with.

Cemetery Stone Work:
Mr. Stevens started on the stone repair the day of the meeting. He spoke with, and
apologized, to Barbara ahead of time letting her know that he may be shorthanded at
times. He assured her that next week should be a full week.
Mr. Stevens was formerly on a cemetery committee in another town and offered up his
materials for reference and or review.
O’Leary asked him if he would take a look at Beech Ridge Cemetery and if he had any
ideas. He took a look and told her it needed ‘a lot’ of work. Tim Peabody has apparently
not been it to dig up the property yet, Barbara is waiting to hear from him as to whether
or not he can still do it or if someone else needs to asked to do it. Paul Rooney suggested
that Basil Littlefield should be offered the chance to clean up the lot with tilling and
reseeding to make it more ‘lawn-like’.

Midcoast Economic Development District: Ms. O’Leary met with representatives from
other districts to see which Towns want to move to which Districts. Northport should be
in the Midcoast Zone, as it makes the most sense. Forms will be arriving at a later date
that would require signatures in order to make the official transition to the new district.

Time Warner Cable: The attempts Administrator O’Leary has made to communicate
with Time Warner Cable have resulted in her needing to complete a ‘Focus Ticket’ with
the Time Warner Government Branch, which she has done. Now it is a matter of awaiting
the reply.

Boston Post Cane: Barbara O’Leary informed the Selectboard that a date and time has
been set to present Mr. Bruce G. Grant with the cane. She also stated that she intends to
contact Doris Moran so that she may add the information to her weekly newspaper
column.

Education and Meetings: Drexell White asked Barbara if she would be attending the
MMA Annual Convention, her response was to the affirmative. Ms. O’Leary would like
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to take a Grant Writing course through Camden Hills Adult Ed. The cost is $89 and she
would like to know if the Board would approve the expenditure.
Under motion of Selectman Rooney and second by Lindahl the board voted 3-0 for the
re-imbursement of the fee.

.

Under motion of Denise Lindahl second by Drexell White the Board voted 3-0 to enter
into Executive Session at 8:37 p.m. to discuss a personnel matter under M.R.S.A. §
405(6)(A).
Executive Session legal matters under M.R.S.A. Title 1 § 405(6)(E).

Under motion of Paul Rooney and second by Denise Lindahl the Board voted to exit
Executive Session and return to Regular Session at 8:58 p.m. 3-0.

Under motion of Paul Rooney second by Drexell White the Board voted to authorize the
Town Administrator, in conjunction with the Town Attorney, regarding pending
personnel legal matter, to take necessary courses of action per attorney recommendation
M.R.S.A. Title 1 §405(6)(E).

Minutes of the July 19, 2010 meeting were reviewed into record and approved with
minor corrections.
Minutes of the August 16, 2010 meeting were reviewed into record and approved with
minor corrections.

Drexell White noted that all the signs at the Transfer Station should look as nice as the
new one, and inquired about having a “No Picking the Metal Pile’ sign made up.
Denise Lindahl asked if the budget could handle the cost, Barbara assured her it should
be okay.

With no further business to discuss the Board voted 3-0 to adjourn at 9:25 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Jeanine Tucker
Town Clerk


