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SELECT BOARD MEETING
JUNE 21, 2010

PRESENT; Denise Lindahl; Drexell White; Amon Morse; Road Commissioner; Barbara
O’Leary, Town Clerk

Citizen Concerns:
Donna McKee, President of the Temple Heights Improvement Association, and several
other residents from Temple Heights were present to ask about upcoming road
improvements in their area. Denise Lindahl stated an engineering study was complete
and we are waiting for the final plan before putting the job out to bid. The major
question was property boundaries and these have been finalized. Road Commissioner
Amon Morse stated the ditching would begin half way down High Street toward
Mountain Street; and Mountain Street at Shore Road will have a culvert. The work is to
divert the large amounts of water that flow down High Street.

Mrs. McKee asked if High Street would be paved. There is no plan now to pave it. The
residents were pleased to hear this stating they would like to keep the small town feel of
the area.

On a different matter, the group asked if cones would be placed by the crosswalks that
were put on Shore Road last summer. Denise Lindahl stated the Board had talked about
cones, but did not think they had ordered them. Amon Morse will look into this.

Another resident asked if the ditching work would help the water that flows near the
Driscoll property. Amon Morse stated it would help redirect that water.

The group thanked the Board for their time.

Knights Pond Road:
Many residents of Knights Pond Road were present to discuss the current roadwork.

Anne “Sandy” Wallace stated she would act as the spokesperson for the group. She has
been speaking with Paul Rooney and Amon Morse, as well as the DOT and the DEP.
She listed three major issues with the road improvements:

1. Land has been illegally taken
2. DEP violations
3. Hazardous road conditions

Ms. Wallace began by stating all the residents on the road should have been notified of
the major road reconstruction work to be done. She also felt they should have been
included in the design process. A petition was then given to the Board requesting all
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work stop immediately, the remaining work be halted until the legality of the right of way
is established and erosion control measures be put in place immediately.

Ms. Wallace then stated the work is being done illegally, land has been taken illegally
and the road has been widened. She noted when she bought her property she was told by
her realtor Knights Pond Road was a 2-rod road and now the Town has made it a 3-rod
road. Ms. Wallace also mentioned safety issues with this work. She felt the ditch is
larger and a car could go off. She has spoken with Phil Curtis at the DOT about her
concerns. She has mentioned the ‘pot hole rule’ to Amon Morse and Paul Rooney and
stated the town is liable for any damages to cars caused by the road improvements.

Denise Lindahl stated this was the first she heard of any problems with the work on
Knights Pond Road and Drexell White agreed. Unfortunately Paul Rooney was not
present and he oversees the roads. Mrs. Lindahl believes Knights Pond Road is a 3-rod
road and the Town has always considered it to be such. Ms. Wallace disagreed stating
she was told it was a 2-rod road, but now it has been illegally widened.

Road Commissioner Amon Morse stated the road is a 3-rod road and it has not been
widened. He stated when he spoke with Ms Wallace several times last week, the work
was not complete and the ditching may have made the road look wider and hay will be
put down. The road was not widened. Brad Aitkin of Aitkin's Gravel, who is the
contractor doing the ditching and gravel work, was present and agreed with the Road
Commissioner. He stated the road was not widened, but 12” of gravel was added to it.
Ms. Wallace disagreed stating the ditch work is outside the Right of Way and has taken
land from her property. Mr. Aitkin disagreed and stated the road was measured before
the work began and was not expanded. He stands by the work they did.

Ms. Wallace went on to say erosion is taking place where the ditching was done and
streams have been disturbed. She stated the gravel was spread with no remediation in
place. She also noted some residents can no longer access their mailboxes. She
expressed concern the improvements may cause speeding on the road as people go down
to the pond. She feels the present improvements are safety hazards for children on the
road.

Denise Lindahl stated the road has needed repairs for some time. There were safety
issues as it was and the improvements will correct that. She stated the work is to improve
the road and not cause more problems.

Joseph Berube stated the road should have been dug up and large rocks removed. He
feels even though there is a foot of gravel, any rocks there will over time come to the
surface. He stated the current improvements make it a safety issue for his children to be
playing near the road. Brad Aitken responded by saying he has done similar work in
other towns and no rocks have filtered up.

Sandy Wallace stated an engineering study and plan should have been done and the rock
issue would have been addressed along with other issues. Amon Morse stated an
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engineering study was not required for the work to be done, however the Town did have
test bores done. He consulted with Lane’s Construction on the work and between them
and Paul Rooney came up with the work to be done. Ms. Wallace stated an engineer
should have drawn up a plan and the Road Commissioner is not an engineer. Richard
Aitken said they did the work according to the specs and did the work properly.

Denise Lindahl asked the Road Commissioner where we are with the project now. Amon
Morse reported Aitkin’s Gravel finished up today. Hay will be put down and there is
some culvert work to be done.

Another resident expressed concern on the depth of the ditches and would like to see
them filled in more and smoothed out. Others stated the beginning of the road is too high
and should be reduced. Joy Metcalf expressed concern that the road is higher now and
causes a blind spot at the corner. Amon Morse stated crushed rock could be added to the
ditch, and sloping could help the beginning of the road.

Ms. Wallace also stated pins have been removed and rocks were removed at the driveway
of one of the residents. Amon Morse and Brad Aitkin stated no pins were removed. The
Road Commissioner stated the rocks were removed for ditching purposes and will be put
back once the culverts are installed.

Ms. Wallace disagreed only 1’ had been added to the road, she believed it to be more.
She also felt the road should have been dug out down to the base and asked why it was
not bid out that way. Amon Morse stated it would be 2-3 times more expensive to dig
out all the materials and then haul it away. Ms. Wallace asked if this was the same kind
of work that was done on Flanders Road, she felt that work was less extreme. Amon
Morse stated the work is similar, but Flanders Road was in better condition and had a
better base. Only 6” needed to be added to the road.

Another resident stated the group was not complaining about having improvements done
to the road, but about the way it is being done. Ms. Wallace stated again the work is
being done illegally. She also stated the Town was notified of the pothole rule for safety
concerns. Several residents expressed their concern with the depth of the ditches. Ms
Wallace noted the blind spot could cause an accident. Drexell White stated for safety
reasons perhaps the road should be closed to residents only while these issues are sorted
out.

Joe Berube stated with these improvements, he is concerned with the speed on the road.
He already has seen drivers going too fast. He also pointed out there are tenters at the
pond who should not be there. He stated one camper has been there for almost a month.
Denise Lindahl stated the Town does not allow overnight camping but it is difficult to
enforce. Mr. Berube stated it is a health issue since there are no toilets and the town
should be aware of liability. Mrs. Lindahl thanked Mr. Berube for notifying the Board
since no report of tenters had been reported to the Office. She stated if tenters are there,
the Sheriff’s Department could be notified.
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Drexell White asked Ms. Wallace, or another member of the group, to put all their
concerns and issues in writing. He stated in this way the Board can address each item.
Denise Lindahl agreed, stating it will take some time to research some of these items.
She asked that the Board be sent the list by email or drop it off at the office. Ms. Wallace
agreed to put their concerns in writing with the help of Mr. Hollins.

NVC:
Maureen Stalla reported Zero Sort recycling has been discussed in the Village. She
hopes this will catch on and more people recycle. She also presented a letter from the
Overseers thanking the Town for its contribution to the repairs at the Village Wharf.

Road Commissioner:
Road Commissioner Amon Morse stated the contractor for Knights Pond Road is pretty
much finished. They can do some touch up work and bring in stones if the Board agrees.
He stated they did the work and felt even with the uproar over the Road the contractor
should be paid. Brad Aitkin stated the work was done properly and they stand by their
work. He also said the road has not been widened. The Clerk read from Title 23, Section
2103 which the Code Officer provided, which states if a highway survey has not been
properly recorded, or “ boundaries cannot be ascertained, the board of selectmen or
municipal officers of any municipality may use and control for highway purposes 1-1/2
rods on each side of the center of the traveled portion of such way.” The Board felt this
backed up their assessment that Knights Pond Road is a 3-rod road.

Drexell White stated the Board would wait to get the list from Sandy Wallace and then
address the items brought up at the meeting. He said if neighbors should have been
notified, this is something we can do in the future. He asked when the paving would be
done. Due to the circumstances, the Road Commissioner has postponed the paving for
now. Three culverts will be put in; one at the beginning of the road and the others near
the Hollins home. Amon will do the mulching.

Drexell White also asked about speed limit signs on the road. Denise Lindahl stated
speed limits are set by the DOT and we would need to contact them; however if there are
no signs on a road it is posted at 45mph.

It was agreed the Road commissioner would call the DEP and have them come look at
the ditching and see if there are any problems with it.

Clerk’s Report:
Clamshells – another complaint of clamshells being dumped on Priest Road come into
the office. Toupie Rooney, Deputy Code Officer investigated and reported they were
shells that had been there for some time. She noted they were bleached and did not
smell. The Clerk also had a letter from the DEP regarding clamshells that had been
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dumped on Priest Road. Maine Maritime Products stated they give the waste to residents
for their gardens. Bill Butler of the DEP has recommended they transfer the waste to a
licensed compact facility.

Audit – the Clerk reported the 2009-2010 audit will take place during the week of August
10-13th. This will be a little more expensive than last year since it will include five extra
months.

RSU #20 – the Town has received its assessment of the yearly cost to the school district.
It is about $232,000.00 less than the prior year.

Warrants – payroll and invoice warrants were presented for approval. The Bookkeeper
may have a final warrant next week since the books will close on June 30th, 2010.

Appointments – the Clerk stated appointments for various Town positions need to be
made.

Old Business:
Zero Sort –
Denise Lindahl asked if the office had heard from Jim Dunning at Pine Tree Waste about
the magnets and additional information sheets on Zero Sort. The Clerk stated she had
not. Denise also was not sure if Mr. Dunning was going to contact Mid Coast Solid
Waste to let them know Northport will not be taking recyclables to them any more. She
will contact Mr. Dunning regarding these items.

Drexell White recommended putting the information sheet on the Town’s website.

Transfer Station –
Denise Lindahl has contacted Bob Remsberg who will refurbish the sign for the Transfer
Station. (Copy attached) Discussion followed on what are the major holidays. The Clerk
will make a note on the website under Transfer Station what are considered to be major
holidays.

Under motion of Drexell White, second by Denise Lindahl, the Board voted 2-0 to
accept the new sign for the Transfer Station.

Under motion of Denise Lindahl, second by Drexell White, the Board voted 2-0 to enter
Executive Session to discuss a personnel matter at 8:10pm.
During Executive Session Sandy Wallace interrupted the meeting to confront Drexell
White regarding his statement Knights Pond Road should be closed. She stated it was a
flippant remark and she took offence to the remark. Drexell White stated it was in no
way flippant. After listening to the many concerns raised by the residents, he felt if the
roadwork is the safety hazard they claim it to be, for safety reasons perhaps the road



6

should be closed until the work is complete. Ms Wallace left the meeting and Executive
Session resumed.

Under motion of Denise Lindahl, second by Drexell White, the Board voted 2-0 to
return to Regular Session at 9:05pm.

Under motion of Drexell White, second by Denise Lindahl, the Board voted 2-0 to
accept the following slate of appointments:

Deputy Clerk Robin Coombs
Zoning Board: Julian Cannell, Alternate

Judy Ham
Pete Bixler

Planning Board: Dee Reid
Jim Nealey
John Burgess, Alternate

Health Officer: Peter Simpson
Harbor Master: Lora Mills

Under motion of Drexell White, second by Denise Lindahl, with no further business, the
Board voted 2-0 to adjourn at 9:15pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Barbara O’Leary
Town Clerk


