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Select Board Meeting
February 15, 2010

PRESENT: Paul Rooney, Chairman; Denise Lindahl; Drexell White; Jack Driscoll;
Ned Lightner, NVC Representative; Barbara O’Leary, Town Clerk

Citizen Concerns:
None

NVC:
Ned Lightner reported Bill Paige, Jr. looked at the water runoff problem on Bay Street
and agreed with the Road Commissioner, it appears some of the problem is the water
coming out of the PVC pipes from various homes. He also noted from a recent
rainstorm, the work done on the adjacent roads seems to have helped with the runoff on
Bay Street.

Mr. Lightner would like two signs, one on either end of the Village, stating “Thickly
Settled” or something like that to warn drivers to go SLOW they are entering a populated
area. Speed is an issue. When the policeman is hired for the summer, he will be
instructed to check speed at different places throughout the Village. Mr. Lightner asked
who would get the signs, the Village or the Town and does it need to go through the
DOT? Paul Rooney stated the Village can order the signs but recommended checking
with the Road Commissioner for placement. Denise Lindahl stated the DOT would need
to be approached regarding speed limits, but not signs. It was agreed the signs would be
placed near the Kelly Cove end and near the Nichols home on Shore Road. Ned Lightner
will get in touch with the Road Commissioner to discuss the sign placement and see if he
has a book of signs to choose from.

Addressing Agent:
Toupie Rooney was present to discuss house numbering for 911 purposes. She stated as
a First Responder, it is sometimes very difficult to find homes in an emergency when you
cannot see the numbers. She recommends making available to the residents reflective
numbers that can be placed by their mailbox. Mrs. Rooney has looked at green reflective
signs that are 14”x6”, the numbers are 5” high and on both sides. The material is a
sturdy plastic and aluminum composite. Order forms will be placed at the Town Office
and orders placed once a month. Payment will be made in advance, and the resident will
be called when the numbers come in. The Clerk suggested making the order form
available on the Town’s website also. Mrs. Rooney will also have the form available at
the Town Meeting. Discussion followed on whether to have numbers available to be
placed on homes. It was agreed to encourage residents to get reflective numbers for their
home, but not make them available.
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The Board instructed Mrs. Rooney to go forward with taking orders for the reflective
house numbers .

CEO/LPI
As the Deputy CEO and Plumbing Inspector, Mrs. Rooney reported she and Code Officer
John Larson will meet with the DEP on Friday to look at possible shore land zoning
violations.

The Code Officers met with Town Attorney Bill Kelly, and Town Administrator Jack
Driscoll, on February 5th to discuss a septic violation. The owners no longer live in the
home and the bank may take it. Discussion followed on the violation fines. Jack Driscoll
asked if the Town could place a lien on the property to get the attorney fees back.
Paul Rooney noted the violation stays with the property and if the property is sold, the
fines would need to be paid. The Deputy Code Officer also stated the violation would
need to be corrected. The Board will wait to hear back from Bill Kelly on the fines.

The code officers are also investigating a possible septic violation. They are waiting for
the owner to produce the site plan and water tests.

Administrator’s Report:
1. US Census – Additional tests for census takers will be held on March 9th and 20th

at the Town Office.
2. General Assistance – two applicants qualified
3. High Speed Internet - In recent discussion with RoJean Tulk of Fairpoint, Ms.

Tulk noted there are other providers in Northport. This negates Fairpoint from
partnering with Northport in getting internet in Town. She stated the ConnectME
grants prohibits public funds going to a private business in competing enterprises.
Ms. Tulk did state Fairpoint has five substations in Northport and these could be
upgraded. This will give high speed internet only to those residents living close
to the substations. She was only able to identify where three of the stations were
located and said they would need to be near high density areas to be upgraded.
The Board expressed their displeasure this has been dragged on and amazement
that Fairpoint did not know other internet providers were in Northport.
Paul Rooney asked if the Town could partner with Fairpoint without the State
involvement. He stated we would need Town approval for the funding if we can
do this. Denise Lindahl asked if we should take the issue to the PUC stated it
feels as though Northport has been blackballed.
Drexell White asked what is considered a high density area and do these
substations fall in that category. Jack Driscoll was not sure. Paul Rooney
instructed the Administrator to contact the PUC and ask for their suggestions to
get high speed internet into Northport. He also asked if other cable businesses,
such as Time-Warner had been contacted regarding internet service in Northport.
Drexell White agreed stating cable companies advertise to “bundle” their services
of cable and internet and they may be interested. Paul noted the problem may be
the old wiring which will need to be upgraded.
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The Administrator stated in an email from Phil Lindley of ConnectME,
Google is looking for trial locations to test ultra high speed internet. This may
reach up to as many as 500,000 people. They are asking municipalities to log on
and provide information about their community. The Board was not sure this
would benefit Northport since it seems geared towards more populated areas than
Maine and Northport specifically.

4. Septic issue addressed.
5. Department of Economic Community Development Grants –(DECD)

The Administrator communicated with Rodney Lynch of Rockland Community
Development and Andrea Smith at DECD regarding administering a CDBG grant.
They informed him the Town is not allowed to administer this grant. The Town
must hire a Grant Administrator, of which there are only two grant administrators
authorized to administer a grant. They charge between $ 65-75.00 per hour. Jack
Driscoll spoke with Bill Osborne regarding the town being liable for repayment of
the grant if the number of employees are not hired. He stated the Town can
protect itself by requesting a bond or additional insurance from the business the
grant is for. Denise Lindahl stated it must be very clear what is expected from the
Town in this process and asked what the application said. Jack Driscoll was not
sure how this is addressed in the application. Denise stated the Town should not
be placed in a position where it would be liable for any of these funds and it
should be clear the responsibilities of the Town and Swans Island Blankets. Paul
Rooney instructed the Administrator to contact one of the grant administrators
and have them come to the next meeting. The Board agreed these questions must
be answered to protect the Town and allow Swans Island to proceed with their
expansion.

6. Harbor Master - The Administrator talked with Harbor Master Lora Mills
regarding upcoming mooring permits. He was not sure when the applications
needed to get out. He stated he came in as Acting Harbor Master late last year
and most of the permits had already been sent. He was not sure of the process.
Drexell White stated the sooner the applications get out the better. He will help
Ms. Mills get the permits out. He said once they come back, follow up is needed
for change of addresses and boat information. He asked if she would attend the
Harbor Master training. The Clerk reported the workshop information had just
come in the mail and Ms. Mills was contacted. She is signed up for the program.
The Administrator stated Ms. Mills has agreed with Jeff Schleicher that the big
float will last another year with some minor repairs.

7. Fire Chief Stipend – The Administrator presented a list of towns and what they
pay their fire chief. Drexell White asked what the current pay is. Paul Rooney
noted the Fire Chief does not get a stipend. He is in the process of writing down
the duties he performs for the Fire Department and time spent. He noted the
paperwork required by the State is substantial. The Fire Department is reviewing
their budget request for the coming year very carefully. A stipend would be a
separate line item at Town Meeting to be voted on by the residents. The current
pay being considered is $25 per hour for two days work. Drexell White asked
what the First Responder Director gets as a stipend. Denise Lindahl stated he
does not get paid. Paul Rooney noted the fire department and first responders are
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paid per call answered only. Denise also noted this could have an impact on the
pay for the Emergency Management Director. Drexell White stated the duties of
the Fire Chief must be separated out from what is required and what is optional.

Clerk’s Report:
DM&J - A report for demolition hauled from the Transfer Station was presented and
given to the Administrator. He will add this to the yearly report that goes to the State.

Quit Claim Deeds: Mary Clare Parnell
Peter & Susan Spollett
Ronald & Parkinson Parkinson

Quit Claim deeds were presented for signatures. These accounts of back unpaid taxes
have been paid.

Budget Workshop – the Board will have a budget workshop on Monday, February 22,
2010 at 6:00pm.

Peter Green – tree cutting on Beech Hill Road and a few other roads in town have not
been done. Mr. Green felt it was too cold at the time. He stated he will get to these
limbs as soon as he can.

Warrants presented for approval: Payroll
Bills

Minutes: The minutes of 2-4-2010 were presented for approval.
Under motion of Drexell White, second by Denise Lindahl, the Board voted 2-0 with
Paul Rooney abstaining, to approved the minutes of 2-4-2010.

Old Business:
Ordinances:
Paul Rooney noted the following ordinances are ready to be reviewed by Bill Kelly
before a public hearing is scheduled: Dog Ordinance

Wind Turbine Ordinance
Building Permit

Drexell White stated the expectation of the Board for the Animal Control Officer
must be clear. This should be clarified in the job description if it is not. He also
noted in the ordinance the process to be followed when taking a dog should be clear.
It should also clearly state the owner is responsible for any boarding fees. The Clerk
stated when the ordinances are finalized, they can be put on the Town’s website to be
reviewed before the hearing.
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Compost Bins:
Denise Lindahl asked if the Administrator had made any arrangements with Barbara
Peabody regarding compost bins. Jack Driscoll stated he left her a message but had
not heard back from her.

Under motion of Paul Rooney, the Board voted 3-0 to enter Executive Session to
discuss a personnel matter at 8:20pm.

Under motion of Paul Rooney, second by Denise Lindahl, the Board voted 3-0 to
return to Regular Session at 8:50pm.

With no further business, the Board voted 3-0 to ADJOURN.

Respectfully submitted,

Barbara O’Leary
Town Clerk


