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SELECT BOARD MEETING 
DECEMBER 3, 2009 

 
PRESENT:   Paul Rooney, Chairman; Denise Lindahl; Drexell White; Jack Driscoll, Town 
Administrator; Amon Morse, Road Commissioner; Maureen Stalla, NVC Representative; Jerry Tucker, 
Animal Control Officer; Barbara O’Leary, Town Clerk 
 
NVC: 
Maureen Stalla, NVC Representative, had no issues to report on.  The Overseers will meet on Sunday 
and will discuss the recent leaf and culvert clean up.  The NVC Parking Ban has been placed in the 
newspaper and on the bulletin boards within the Village.  She did not think this would include Bluff Road 
near the Golf Course.  The ban runs from 7:00pm to 7:00am.  Paul Rooney stated this is a problem area 
when sledders are parked on both sides of the road making it almost impassable for emergency vehicles 
or the plowing contractor.  The Town has put up signs for parking on one side only and hopes this winter 
the sledders will adhere to this. 
 
The bid for the wharf project will be opened at 1:00pm on Friday. 
 
In other NVC items, the Road Commissioner, Amon Morse, stated the Cobe Road ditch line needs to be 
raised in order to get to the leaves out.  He suggested raising the top of the grate.  Bill Paige did this on 
Sea Street and could be done on Cobe Road.  He will talk with Bill Paige and have him do this. 
 
Citizen Concerns: 
Bill Laurita of Swan’s Island Blankets was present to discuss his business expansion.  He is hoping to 
expand the business by enlarging the dying process and adding more looms.  He is looking into funding 
with a CDBG grant and through the Pine Tree Zone program.  The company dyes its own yarns for their 
blanket they make and would like to expand the natural dying process of yarns.  They will have the only 
commercial natural dye house of knitted natural yarns in the country.  In order to do this expansion, he 
will need financial help from the programs mentioned.  He hopes the town will help him with a letter of 
support for the Pine Tree Zone program, which would be needed before 2-12-2010.  If approved, the 
money would be used to hire more employees, and expand the dye house as well as expand the 
showroom.  They would also like to add more looms.  Mr. Laurita would like to stay in Northport but is 
looking at other possibilities. 
 
He explained his business partner has been meeting about the CDBG grant with Bill Osgood and knows 
more of that than he did.  Discussion followed on the grant process.  Denise Lindahl stated the Town 
managed a grant for the Northport Village, but was not sure it would be the same for a private business.   
 
The Board agreed to support the expansion of Swan’s Island Blankets with a letter of intent.  They 
instructed Jack Driscoll to draft a letter on their behalf.  Mr. Laurita thanked the Board and said he would 
get started on the application for the Pine Tree Zone program. 
 
Roads & Bridges: 
Amon Morse reported Scott Patten had not begun the work on Flanders Road due to equipment problems.  
He hoped to have it up and running this week.  Paul Rooney stated this work should have been complete 
by now and if the cannot do the job we need to go forward with someone else. 
 
FEMA  is looking into declaring an emergency from the last heavy rainstorm.  If the dollar amount is 
reached in damages, EMA will notify the towns.  The storm caused some damage around town.  The new 
culvert at the Transfer Station seems to be carrying large amounts of water during these storms.  Amon 
suggested installing a cross culvert near the cemetery.  The Board agreed this would help the water flow. 
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Charlie Carter on Upper Bluff  reported the culvert was clogged on Pound Hill.  Amon looked at this and 
thinks a new rock dam will help.  He couldn’t find the clog and thinks it should be dug up and replaced.   
Jack Driscoll had a call from Mr. Carter suggesting the plowing contractor not plow past the Parsloe 
house on Upper Bluff.  The Board stated this was not possible since there were people living past the 
Parsloe’s who would need to get out.   
 
Leaves have been cleaned up and the contractor did a good job.  Park Street in Temple Heights needs 
some work to stop the water from flowing over the road.  He recommended doing this in the spring. 
 
Floats have been taken out.  Jeff Schleicher was going to look them over and see which ones needed 
repairs or replacement.  Jack Driscoll noted the bolts are coming out.  Amon stated this is from the 
different sizes of the floats and the tidal flow.   
 
Rocky Road has water coming out of the middle of the road.  The Road Commissioner hopes this won’t 
cause problems this winter.  Paul Rooney recommended having S.W. Cole look at this. This has been a 
problem for many years.  Jack Driscoll stated the State has changed its suggested site for the town garage 
and this may need a boring.  It was suggested they do a boring on Rocky Road as well.  Paul Rooney also 
stated S.W. Cole should be contacted to write up the bid specs for the work to be done on High and 
Mountain Streets.  
 
Animal Control  
Animal Control Office, Jerry Tucker, reported the dog issue with Darlene Kazarian seems to have settled 
down.  Jack Driscoll spoke with Town Attorney Bill Kelly and they agreed to mediate a solution between 
the dog owner and the ACO.  Mr. Kelly met with Jerry Tucker and Darlene Kazarian and came up with 
the following plan.  In order for Ms. Kazarian to get her dogs back she must put up a 7’tall fence to keep 
her dogs permanently enclosed.  Mr. Tucker reported she has put up a 9’tall fence and hopes this will 
keep the dogs from running off.  He has returned the dogs to her and the hearing is on the 8th.  Jack 
Driscoll reported Bill Kelly would attend as well as Megan Small, John Prespolis and Brent Crawford.  
Ms. Kazarian has been told if the dogs get out and terrorize as they have in the past, the Town will seek 
to have them destroyed as dangerous dogs.   
 
Jerry Tucker asked if he could have a uniform of some kind to identify him as the ACO of Northport 
when he goes to a person’s home.  The Board felt this was a good idea and recommended a reflective 
vest, or shirt would be more professional.  The ACO stated his logs are up to date and now has an email 
address where he can be reached at :  northport.aco@gmail.com  
 
Water Main Easement 
Ashley Landry was present to ask the Board for a water line easement going under Mountain Street.  This 
is to get water from his well to the lot across the street.  He stated he had come before a prior Select 
Board with the same request and was given verbal approval.  However, he did not do the work in a timely 
manner and felt he should come back before the Board and ask again.  He has spoken with Town 
Attorney Bill Kelly who he stated did not see a problem with this.  Mr. Landry will use a “mole hole”, a 
horizontal bore, which will not tear up the road surface, but dig a trench underneath it.  Mr. Landry 
presented the easement, which was discussed.  Denise Lindahl asked who drew up the agreement.  Mr. 
Landry stated he drafted it and attorney Steven Hanscom made some revisions.  The Board stated they 
had concerns with the term “trench” that appears in the document.  They do no want the road dug up and 
a trench implies that it will be.  Mr. Landry assured the Board the horizontal bore will not tear up the road 
and makes a small hole to bring the water line through.  He also pointed out this option was cheaper for 
him than digging up the road and repairing it.  Drexell White stated this could set a good precedent for 
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anyone else who needs to cross a town road without disturbing the road or traffic flow.   Mr. Landry 
stated it is not his intent to disrupt the road and to use the most cost effective means to run the line. 
 
Under motion of Paul Rooney, second by Drexell White, the Board voted 3-0 to approve the water main 
easement and have Town Administrator Jack Driscoll sign on their behalf, once Mr. Landry produces a 
letter of clarification on the use of the horizontal bore to be used under the road. 
 
Administrator’s Report 

1. Eco Maine  - Allison McCreedy is still out on medical leave.  The Board stated this could wait till 
she returns. 

2. Salt Shed – The Administrator met with the DOT at the new site on Route 1 they are suggesting 
for the shed. This is on the south side of Route 1 where there is some ledge on this site that could 
be a problem.  Paul Rooney recommended doing a test boring.  The ledge may not be deep and 
the test would tell us this and the condition of the soil.  The Administrator also stated there is a 
wet spot that may be an underground spring.  It was agreed the CEO should take a look at this on 
Friday.  Jack Driscoll will contact SW Cole and get the cost of the test boring and also an estimate 
for Rocky Road.  At this new site, the Town would share the entrance with the DOT, but it was 
not seen as a problem.  Drexell White asked if this lot is the same as the first lot.  Jack Driscoll 
was not sure.  Paul Rooney stated the DOT should have a survey done of this site. 

3. Transfer Station – Jack Driscoll had a letter from Bill Butler of the DEP who is looking for the 
updated policies and procedures of the Transfer Station within the next few weeks.  Denise 
Lindahl questioned why the updated manual needed to be submitted within 30days since she had 
sent this to the DEP in July.  She also questioned why a “qualified professional” needed to make 
the changes.  Paul Rooney stated he would like to see the State statute that a qualified 
professional is required.  Jack Driscoll had a copy of the Brooks policies he gave to Denise 
Lindahl to work from.  He also stated Bill Butler recommended reviewing the Wiscasset policies.  
Drexell White suggested calling Brooks and see if the policies could be emailed to Denise. 

4. GA – one applicant denied 
5. High Speed Internet – ConnectME grants have not yet been announced.  Phil Lindley asked not to 

submit the pre-application letter before the grants are available the end of the month. 
6. Town Hall – MMA Risk Management did a review of the offices.  No major problems were 

noted.  Some recommendations for the office work areas and the Transfer Station were noted.  
The Clerk’s workstation was deemed unacceptable as it is not set up properly and may result in 
repetitive injuries.  The Transfer Station needs a new ladder.  MMA will match 2 to 1 the cost of 
an acceptable desk and chairs.  These grants are available in the spring and recommended sending 
the request at that time.  The Board agreed to purchase a 6-8’ stepladder for use at the Transfer 
Station.  Paul Rooney noted the Fire House was also inspected with no major concerns. 

7. Cemetery Repairs – Tom Stevens of Cemetery Restoration met with the Administrator to talk 
about the cost of repairing some of the stones. 

8. Harbor Master – the floats are out.  Waiting damage assessment from Jeff Schleicher.  Drexell 
White stated if a new float is recommended they it should be the same size as what we have. 

9. ACO – already addressed. 
 
Old Business: 
Transfer Station – the brush pile has been pushed back. 
Mike Alley will fill in potholes where the tar ends with gravel. 
 
Clerk’s Report: 
Foreclosure:  the Clerk gave the following update on properties in jeopardy of being foreclosed.   
 Zittle:  paid 2004-2006 both Town and Village 
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Christian:  under contract and waiting for closing date.  The owner has the flu and     waiting for 
her to recover to continue with the closing. 
Gray:  will be sending checks to pay through 2006 
Parkinson:  Ron & Patricia Parkinson sent a letter to the Board requesting more time to pay their 
taxes.  They will come into an inheritance and asked the Board to give them time to get this 
squared away.  The Board asked for the status on their account.  The Clerk stated they owe taxes 
from 2005- 2007.  The 2007 lien will mature in early January and letters just went out letting 
everyone know liens for 2007 unpaid taxes will mature.  The Board agreed to wait until January 
and revisit the account at that time. 
 
Warrants were presented for approval. 
 
Minutes:  the minutes of 11-19-2009 were presented.   
 
Under motion of Paul Rooney, second by Denise Lindahl, the Board voted 3-0 to approve the 
minutes of 11-19-2009 as corrected. 
 
With no further business, Paul Rooney moved to adjourn at 8:45pm.  Second by Denise Lindahl, 
approved 3-0. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Barbara O’Leary 
Town Clerk 

  
 
 
 
 


