
DRAFT 
SELECT BOARD MEETING 

November 5, 2009 
 

PRESENT:  Paul Rooney, Chairman; Denise Lindahl; Drexell White; Amon Morse, 
Road Commissioner; Maureen Stalla, NVC Representative; Barbara O’Leary, Town 
Clerk 
 
NVC:  
Maureen Stalla stated the Overseers will meet this coming Sunday at 9:00am at the 
Community Building.  She noted the Village would be posting their parking ban notice 
for the coming winter.  Paul Rooney asked if this included Bluff Road near the Golf 
Course.  The town has had problems with people parking on both sides of the road to go 
sledding.  This is causing safety issues with fire trucks, ambulances and the plow trucks 
getting through.  Mrs. Stalla will bring this up at the Overseers meeting and see if the ban 
includes this section of Bluff Road.  She noted the Village winter parking ban is posted 
on the bulletin boards and will appear in the newspaper.  Paul Rooney stated the Town 
has placed signs stating parking can only be on one side of the road, but in the winter this 
could still cause safety problems.   
 
 
Administrator’s Report: 
Jack Driscoll submitted the following report in his absence and the Board reviewed the 
following: 
1.  High Speed Internet:  Fairpoint has filed for bankruptcy and does not look like they 
will be expanding into Northport.  The Administrator met with representatives of 
Bluestreak and they do not feel they would be able to reach all residents of Northport. 
Discussion followed on getting a cable company to come to Nrothprot.  Paul Rooney 
recommended the Administrator follow up with time Warner and see if they are 
interested.  Drexell White asked if any block grants had been looked at for rural 
communities trying to get high speed Internet.  The Board agreed rural development 
should be looked at more closely.  This would cost more money, but allow all residents 
access to high speed Internet.  Discussion followed on finding grants and someone who 
can write one and act as the facilitator for the Town.  Drexell White recommended 
finding out what it would cost to bring high speed Internet to all of Northport.  This is 
something the Administrator should work on. 
 
2.  Salt Shed:  No progress noted.  Jack Driscoll noted there has been no further word 
from the DOT since the Town requested they do a soil test boring. 
 
At this Time Animal Control Office, Jerry Tucker, joined the meeting.  Mr. Tucker stated 
he as been attending a refresher course for basic training of ACO’s which will wrap up on 
Friday.  He stated Norma Worley, Director of Animal Welfare stated ACO’s are required 
to have eight hours of training each year to keep their certification.   Since he had just 
attended a one day workshop, he could have done one other workshop instead of the three 
day one he his now attending.  However, he stated it was a good refresher.  Paul Rooney 
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asked if they have discussed what ACO’s are to do with animals if the shelter is full.  It 
was his understanding the ACO should still take the animal and the shelter will find a 
place for it.  Jerry Tucker was instructed to ask at the meeting on Friday. 
 
3.  Eco-Maine: no progress noted. 
 
4.  Town Hall:  Separate heating zones for the lobby area and inner office will be 
installed in the next few weeks. 
 
5.  General Assistance:  No new claims noted and the Administrator has organized the 
files.  Paul Rooney has done the quarterly report but will have the Administrator do them 
from now on. 
 
6.  ACO:  discussed above 
 
7.  Beech Ridge Cemetery:  Good Deeds has stopped marking the plots with stakes until 
the spring.  This way the area can be cleaned up without moving the stakes.  Denise 
Lindahl asked for clarification on roto-tilling and landscaping the area.  If this needs to be 
done it should be included as a bid in the spring.  More follow up needs to be done with 
pricing.  If the Lincolnville Cemetery Association is not responding, other towns should 
be contacted. 
 
8.  Temple Heights:  Residents expressed their thanks to the Board and Road 
Commissioner Amon Morse, for the crosswalks. 
 
9.  Legal:  The Municipal Release Deed has been issued as part of the agreement between 
the Town and Ashley Landry. 
 
 
Roads & Bridges: 
Road Commissioner, Amon Morse, reported the sand will be delivered starting Friday.  
He will call and make arrangements for the salt to be delivered as well. 
 
Kelly Cove: the remaining trees to be cut have been removed.  The Road Commissioner 
felt more should have been cut.  The Board instructed him to discuss his with the 
Administrator. 
 
Crosswalks in Temple Heights have been painted.  The signs will go up next. 
 
Floats:  The Road Commissioner is not sure he is needed to take out the floats.  The Clerk 
stated at a prior meeting it was decided to have the Harbor Master check with the 
lobstermen to determine when they are done for the season.  Then the floats will come 
out and Jeff Schleicher will see if they need repairs. 
 
Flanders Road:  Scott Patten has not started the work yet. 
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High Street waterline:  Paul Rooney stated Ashley Landry was to be at this meeting to 
request permission to put a water line under the road.  Amon Morse was asked his 
opinion on this.  The Road Commissioner would rather the work be done next year if it 
must be done.  He does not like seeing a newly paved road dug up.  He suggested the 
Town have a policy that prohibits cutting into a newly paved road for 5 years.    Denise 
Lindahl asked why the 5-year condition is necessary.  Amon Morse stated something like 
a water line is known about.  When the road was being worked on the resident should 
have come to the Board then and asked to run the line before it was paved.  Once you cut 
into the pavement, there can be cracks and bumps and are more likely to have water seep 
in and undermine the work that has been done.  Paul Rooney noted the drainage work 
along High Street will be done next year and it may make more sense to look at the water 
line issue then. 
 
Brush cutting is done on Priest Road and a few other roads.  Amon Morse will get a 
chipper and go back and chip the brush. 
 
Cleaning culverts needs to be scheduled.  The contractor has been backed up and will be 
contacted again.  The Road Commissioner recommended using a vacuum truck to suck 
up the leaves this year.  He feels it will be more cost effective, the Board agreed. 
 
 
Clerk’s Report: 
Abatement:  A tax abatement was presented to correct an assessing error.  The Board 
approved. 
 
Warrants:  Two warrants were presented and approved. 
 
Election:  The election had a record turn out of voters for Northport with a total of 755 
voters. 
 
Transfer Station:  an ad was placed for per diem help to cover for Tim when he is away.  
No response so far. 
 
Foreclosure:  The clerk gave an update of properties ready to be sold for nonpayment of 
taxes.  There are three properties ready to be sold: Harold & Julie Gray, Michelle 
Christian and Susan Zittle.  A final letter will be sent giving the owners one final chance 
to pay in full and keep their properties.  The Susan Zittle property needs a current address 
to send the letter and the Clerk is having difficulty finding her.  There are other properties 
that are still being worked on for current addresses and locating the heirs so they are 
notified properly.   
 
Wyman Needy Fund:  The Clerk asked for clarification on determining who is eligible 
for help from this fund.  This fund is used during the holiday season to help needy 
Northport families.  Discussion followed determining who would be eligible.  The Board 
instructed the Clerk and Deputy Clerk to administer the funds based on needy residents in 
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Northport.  They also recommended speaking with Mary Frenning who is involved in 
many charitable organizations. 
 
Minutes:  Under motion of Paul Rooney, second by Denise Lindahl, the Board voted 3-
0 to accept the minutes of October 1, 2009 as corrected. 
 
Under motion of Paul Rooney, second by Denise Lindahl, the Board voted 3-0 to accept 
the minutes of October 15, 2009 as corrected. 
 
 
Denise Lindahl asked if the letter thanking Helen Kosmo for her time on the Gateway 1 
Steering Committee had been sent by the Administrator.  The Clerk was not sure.   
 
Denise also mentioned an email from the Administrator asking if the office needed a 
policy on the H1N1 virus.  He pointed out other town have done so.  After discussion, the 
Board agreed this was not necessary and office staff, and residents, should use common 
sense when not feeling well. 
 
Fire Chief Compensation: 
Paul Rooney stated discussion continues within the Fire Department on the Fire Chief 
position being appointed by the Board and compensated by the Town.  Currently the Fire 
Department members elect a Fire Chief and the Select Board approves the nomination.  
There is no payment made to the Chief at this time.  Drexell White stated compensating 
the Chief is the only difference, since the Board appoints the Chief when it makes its 
annual appointments.  Paul Rooney felt it was best to put the compensation question 
before the voters.  He recommended the Fire Department submit a line item amount for 
compensation for the Fire Chief to be included in the budget process.  This could then be 
a warrant article at town meeting.  Paul Rooney pointed out the issue is who sets the 
compensation.  State statute says the Fire Chief must be a municipal officer, which raises 
the question, is that position funded as other municipal positions.  The Board agreed the 
line item at town meeting might be the best solution. 
 
Paul Rooney also pointed out the Administrative Ordinance should reflect the change in 
compensation if this is approved at town meeting.   
 
 
With no further business the Board voted 3-0 to adjourn at 9:30pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Barbara O’Leary 
Town Clerk 
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