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SELECT BOARD MEETING 
October 1, 2009 

 
PRESENT:  Paul Rooney, Chairman; Denise Lindahl; Drexell White; Jack Driscoll, Town 
Administrator; Ned Lightner, NVC Representative; Barbara O’Leary, Town Clerk 
 
NVC: 
Ned Lightner stated there would be a public hearing on October 10, 2009 to discuss plans to renovate the 
wharf area.  Funds of $400,000 have already been appropriated for the work, which will include repairing 
the sea wall, the wharf and possibly the road. 
 
Discussion followed on signs in the Village.  Mr. Lightner suggested a sign in Bayside stating “Thickly 
Settled” which might help slow people down in their cars.  He asked if there was any more word on the 
STOP signs.  Drexell White stated some roads are just not wide enough to support a sign and leave room 
for a plow truck to navigate in the winter.  The Road Commissioner was not present but submitted a 
report, which stated the vegetation around most signs had been cut back, with a few remaining.  Paul 
Rooney stated he and the Road Commissioner had not met yet regarding the signs but hopes to do that in 
the next week.  He also noted the DOT will review road speed limits and they are still waiting on the 
roads the Town had submitted.  The Clerk stated the DOT will review three roads per year and we had 
submitted Beech Hill Road, Shore Road and Cross Street to be reviewed.  Paul recommended three more 
roads be selected for next year at a later meeting. 
 
Citizen Concerns: 
Mr. Ernie Vandenbosse was present to discuss his neighbor blocking his water view.  He asked if there is 
anything the Town can do to help him.  He stated he pays a higher tax because of this view but does not 
feel he has any recourse if that view is obstructed.    
 
Neighbor has intentionally planted trees that block his view of the water, which will reach a height of 30-
40’.  These have been planted in the right of way between the houses and Mr. Vandenbosse believes this 
is not allowed.  (Pictures were presented)  He hoped the Select Board could help him with the issue.  Paul 
Rooney stated issues with the rights of ways have come up before in Temple Heights and it was 
determined by court ruling they are private rights of way and the Town has no authority over them.  Mr. 
Rooney asked if these plantings are within the shore land zone.  Mr. V believes it is just within the 
boundary, but is not sure.   
 
Denise Lindahl asked if there is any ordinance within the Temple Heights Association that could help 
him in this matter.  Mr. Vandenbosse stated they are not a formal organization and do not have rules and 
regulations.  The Board sympathized with Mr. Vandenbosse but did not see that it was a Town issue.  
They did agree to have Code Enforcement Office, John Larson, check to be sure there were no shore land 
violations. 
 
Knights Pond 
Jim Hanson was present to discuss the boat ramp at Knight’s Pond.  He stated it could save the Town 
money if we ordered the pads ourselves, saving the tax that would be charged to Mr. Hanson.  He 
estimated 27 pads would be necessary from low water to the high water mark.  The Board agreed 
ordering the pads from American Concrete but felt it would be better if Mr. Hanson ordered them himself 
to set a delivery time that would work for him.  Jim Hanson will make the arrangements and do the work 
next week. 
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Sand Bids: 
Four bids for stockpiling and mixing sand were received: 
Collins Construction   $8.75yd 
Aitken's Gravel   $8.70yd 
Dave’s World    $9.50 
FC Work & Sons   $10.00 
 
Under motion of Paul Rooney, second by Denise Lindahl, the Board voted 3-0 to accept the bid of $8.70 
from Aitken’s Gravel for the Town sand and to mix the sand with the salt provided by the Town. 
 
Road Commissioner’s Report: 
Road Commissioner was not present but did provide the following report: 

1. Eric Martin of Lane’s Construction was not aware of the Road Commissioner’s calls to have 
Prescott Hill fixed.  It will get done next week. 

 
Town Administrator Jack Driscoll stated he spoke with Bill Kelly regarding withhold the Lane 
payment and any ramifications of doing so.  Mr. Kelly does not feel the entire payment should be 
withheld.  The Board felt they had the right to hold the entire payment, discussion followed.  The 
Board has determined in the future to withhold 25% of a payment until work is completed 
satisfactory. 

 
2. Knight’s Pond boat ramp will start next week. 

 
3. FC Work has patched 11 road culverts   and 2 driveway culverts.  This was a savings of about 

$4000 over the other company doing the work. 
 

The brush has been cut around most of the signs, with just a few left.  These will be done next 
week when the signs for Upper Bluff Road are installed. 
 

4. The Clerk received a call from a resident on Shore Road regarding tree cutting.  Ms. Baker not 
only said too many trees were cut but she thought the extensive cutting had undermined erosion 
by the bridge.  The Road Commissioner had already looked at this and did not see a problem. 

 
5. Iva Hudson culvert.  Amon Morse still has not been able to reach her regarding placement of the 

culvert on Priest Road.  He thinks she may have already left for the winter but will try calling her 
one last time.  If she cannot be reached he will try again in the spring. 

 
6. Eagle Drive needs gravel added where it connects to Beech Hill Road.  The Board approved this. 

 
7. FEMA has sent notice is it covering about $66,000 in storm damages from the June and July 

heavy rains storms. 
 
Administrator’s Report: 

1. Gateway 1 – The Administrator was contacted to see if the Board would sign the Start Up 
Agreement with Gateway 1.  Since the Administrator was not at that meeting, Denise Lindahl 
stated there were problems with the language of the Agreement.  Bill Kelly had noted these 
changes when Camden reviewed the agreement.  The Board is waiting to hear what Mr. Kelly has 
to say about the agreement.  Paul Rooney also noted he does not see any advantage to Northport 
to sign the agreement.  A decision is not needed until the next meeting and he recommend posting 
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a decision until speaking with Bill Kelly.   Jack Driscoll noted five towns have signed the 
agreement at this time. 

 
2. Salt Shed – Jack met with the DOT in Augusta and Drexell White was able to attend.  The DOT 

outlined the procedure to get approval to sell the Town the land on Route 1 for a garage.  They 
stressed this would be a favor for Northport; the DOT does not need to sell this piece of land.  The 
price of the land will be no more than $18,500 and could be less.  This would include 
administrative fees, an appraisal fee and the cost of the land.    They had suggested they would be 
willing to trade something for the land.  It was suggested the Town take on the plowing of Rt 1 & 
3 intersection.  However, it was pointed out this is in Belfast, not Northport and the point was 
moot. 
 
The sale of the land will need to be approved by the Maine Highway Department, and that could 
take 30 days.  The State legal department would also review the sale and he Governor would need 
to sign off on it and a deed produced.  The DOT representatives wanted to be sure the State was 
getting a fair deal.   
 
If the Town wants to go forward with this, they are requesting a letter stating our position. 
Discussion followed on the need for a special town meeting and the language of the warrant 
article.  Schematics of other sand & salt garages followed.  The Clerk produced schematics of 
garages for Topsham and Scarborough, which were reviewed.   The Deputy Code Officer, Toupie 
Rooney, will be meeting with the DOT to discuss building requirements. 
 
Dense Lindahl asked what is needed from the Town to go forward with the purchase.  Jack 
Driscoll stated the DOT needs to know we are serious about the purchase.  He suggested sending 
them a letter of our intent.  The DOT will then send a letter back regarding the sale of the land and 
the price.  Denise stated the Board would need to know the amount of money to be asked for at a 
special town meeting.  Drexell White agreed, stating it needs to be an amount certain.  Paul 
Rooney thought this could be addressed in the warrant article, stating the amount will not be more 
than $18,500.  He recommended we go forward gathering information on building costs and 
specs. 
 
The Administrator was instructed to clarify what is needed from the Town with the DOT to go 
forward.  Drexell White stated a letter from the DOT stating the acreage and dollar amount should 
also be requested.  It was agreed to wait on a special town meeting until the dollar amount is 
clarified.   

 
3. Excise Tax/Tabor II – The Administrator attended the Waldo County Selectmen’s Meeting which 

addressed the upcoming referendum on excise tax reduction.  He stated some Town’s are 
adopting resolutions in opposition of the referendum.  The Board did not feel this was necessary 
but stated the excise tax paid in Northport stays in Northport.  These are the funds we use on our 
roads.  If this is reduced, it will only need to be made up in property taxes.   

 
4. Knights Pond – addressed above 

 
5. General Assistance – one repeat applicant.  Paul Rooney noted he reviewed an application while 

the Administrator was on vacation. 
 

6. Legal – the Landry – Dhyse settlement has been signed.   
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7. Road Commissioner – Lane’s already addressed. 
 

8. Internet – It does not look like Pioneer Wireless will be coming to Northport.  The Administrator 
spoke with Phil Lindley of ConnectME about grant assistance for rural towns.  New grants will be 
awarded in January.   The Clerk stated she received a call from Bluestreak about expanding the 
Internet in Northport.  They have installed a new tower at the top of the Observatory on Priest 
Road.  This enables them to reach further into Northport.  Right now they can reach most roads 
from Priest Road up to Beech Hill Road.  They would like the Town Office to be in their system.  
This would also let the Fire Department get high speed Internet.  Drexell White stated he had 
contacted Bluestreak to see if they were interested into expanding into Northport.  They will do a 
test to be sure the signal is good. The Clerk stated the cost will be start up equipment and then $60 
a month.   Right now we pay $80 a month with Wildblue.  The Administrator stated Mid-Coast 
Internet Solutions recommended contacting Connect ME for grant money.  The Administrator 
was also instructed to contact US Rural Development for grant money for rural towns. 

 
9. Town Hall – the new furnace has been installed. 

 
10. Beech Ridge Cemetery – Good Deeds has started marking out the cemetery for plots and the vault 

area is being worked on.  Tim Peabody will be asked to bush hog the area since it hasn’t been 
done in awhile.  Good Deeds has asked that their markers not be moved.  The Lincolnville 
Cemetery Committee was contacted, but he has not heard back from anyone yet. 

 
11. Hazardous Waste –  Jim Gilway has set a tentative day of November 7th for a Hazardous Waste 

Day.  This would include the three towns of Searsport, Searsmont and Northport.  He is hoping 
Northport would host.  He would like an easy access spot and central to the towns and hoped this 
could be held at the Northport Grocery Store.  Denise Lindahl thought it may be getting too late in 
the year for this.  She also stated the more towns involved the less expensive it will be.   
 
Discussion followed on whether or not to go forward this year or wait till the spring.  The Board 
instructed the Administrator to contact Jim Gilway and see if he would postpone this until spring 
and get more towns involved.  The Board would like to set a date in January for a half-day spring 
hazardous waste day.  They also do not think Northport is a central location for towns in Waldo 
County. 

 
12. Harbor Master – The Harbor Committee met and reviewed the applications of Lora Mills and 

Mike Hutchings for Harbor Master.  Captain Roy Reed was not a US citizen and therefore not 
eligible.  After discussion the Committee voted 3-0 to accept Lora Mills as Harbor Master, with 
Jeff Schleicher abstaining. 
 
Under motion of Denise Lindahl, second by Paul Rooney, the Board voted 2-0 to appoint Lora 
Mills Harbor Master with Drexell White abstaining.   
 
Jack Driscoll asked when the appointment would be effective since his appointment as Harbor 
Master is for a year.  The Board disagreed, stating the Administrative Ordinance supercedes the 
Harbor Ordinance and appointments are made in June following the annual town meeting.  The 
Board made the appointment effective October 15, 2009, at which time Jack Driscoll will resign 
as Harbor Master.  From this point on the appointment will be made in June with all other 
appointments.  It was noted the Harbor Ordinance should be updated to reflect this change. 
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The Harbor Committee discussed the floats in Saturday Cove.  When they are taken out for the 
winter, Jeff  Schleicher will look them over for repairs or replacement.  The cost of replacing a 
float was discussed.  Drexell White stated the float replaced in the Village cost around $14,000 
and was 14x22’.  The float in Saturday Cove is 12’ and should be larger.  He also recommended 
skids be placed on the floats for easy removal. 

 
13. Bill Laurita of Swans Island Blankets would like the town to establish a Pine Tree Zone.  He will 

be expanding the business and this zone would give him breaks on his taxes.  Paul Rooney stated 
this program gives tax breaks to businesses on insurance premiums, sales tax and financing on 
projects over several years.  Drexell White stated this program was recently expanded to cover the 
State of Maine and the Town may not need to do anything.  The Board instructed the 
Administrator to get more information on this program for the next meeting, but felt Mr. Laurita 
may need to apply for this himself. 

 
14. Kelly Cove – Didier Bonner-Ganter stated the tree cutting would be done within the next few 

weeks.  He has concerns with erosion where the rocks went in stating he is not sure landscape 
fabric was used which will cause erosion.  The Board instructed the Administrator to determine if 
the fabric was used and was it in the specs.  Paul Rooney stated this works needs to be completed 
before we can no longer plant.  The Board agreed this needs to be done ASAP since it has been 
dragging on. 

 
15. Bluff Road Fire Station – Scott Pelletier stated he had been asked to give a price to plow this fire 

station.  He will plow for the winter for $1,500.  He has been asked to check in with the office 
during the winter to be sure the town office does not need to be re-plowed. 

 
Salt Shed – Paul Rooney checked the design specs and it does not need to meet DOT specs, but must 
have a 3” base.  A manual would also need to be created for the operations of the garage.  The plans for 
Topsham and Scarborough are two typical designs of garages.  The smaller one in Scarborough would 
cost about $130,000 to build and the Topsham would cost about $414,500.  The old sand-salt pile on 
Beech Hill would need to be returned to the most natural state possible.  Paul Rooney stated we need to 
go forward with this and get estimates and design plans. 
 
Clerk’s Report: 
Abatements - 2 abatements for property tax were presented for approval.  The companies are no longer in 
Northport and were billed in error. 
 
Municipal Valuation – the 2009 municipal valuation was presented for signatures.  This is required by the 
State each year. 
 
Credit Card Machines – Kathy Reynolds of Bangor Savings will be at the office on Tuesday to discuss 
the Town using credit card machines through Bangor Savings Bank. 
 
Foreclosure – the Clerk will meet with Town Attorney Bill Kelly on Thursday 10-8-2009 to discuss the 
next steps in the foreclosure process. 
 
Website – the Town’s website is coming along.  The Clerk and Bookkeeper Vicki Eugley plan to go live 
on Tuesday, October 13, 2009. 
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Internet – Bluestreak will check the signal at the Town Office and Fire Station for high-speed Internet 
service.  If we switch to Bluestreak the installation fee is $100, the monthly fee is $60 and the Town will 
get 5 emails.  No decision was made at this time. 
 
Warrants – the warrant to pay bills was presented and approved. 
 
Minutes – minutes of the 9-17-2009 Board meeting were presented for approval. 
Under motion of Paul Rooney, second by Denise Lindahl, the Board voted 3-0 to approved the minutes 
as corrected. 
 
Other Business: 
Paul Rooney asked if the Board had any comments on the Building Ordinance presented by the Code 
Officer.  It was approved as presented.  The effective date will be the date when approved at Town 
Meeting. 
 
The Dog Ordinance will be presented at Town Meeting next year.  A minor change in regard to the to 
Animal Control Officer giving a summons was made.  Paul Rooney will get a clean copy to the Clerk.  
Denise Lindahl recommended Bill Kelly review the Dog Ordinance.   
 
Under motion of Paul Rooney, second by Denise Lindahl, the Board voted 3-0 to enter Executive Session 
to discuss a personnel matter. 
 
Under motion of Paul Rooney, second by Denise Lindahl, the Board voted 3-0 to return to Regular 
Session at 10:00pm. 
 
With no further business the Board voted 3-0 to adjourn. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Barbara O’Leary 
Town Clerk 
 


