
 
SELECT BOARD MEETING 

September 17, 2009 
 
 

PRESENT:  Paul Rooney, Chairman; Denise Lindahl; Drexell White; Amon Morse, 
Road Commissioner; Barbara O’Leary, Town Clerk 
 
 
Citizen Concerns: 
Dee Reid was present to discuss the hearing and special town meeting in regards to wind 
power.  She presented a time-line leading up to the Special Town Meeting and her 
involvement for the Board’s review.  In particular she pointed out how she was 
approached by Dean Scontras of RA Power following the meeting, at which time he 
made accusations about her in front of many residents.  She chose not to respond but felt 
it was completely inappropriate.  Mrs. Reid stated again she did not want to be a 
spokesperson for residents on this subject, but they continue to call her asking questions 
about wind power.  She believes the Board is thinking outside the box in regards to 
alternative power and commended them for thinking forward.  She asked what the Town 
is doing in regards to wind turbines and what she should tell residents who call her. 
 
Denise Lindahl asked if the residents are aware she is no longer a selectperson and that 
they should speak with a Board member with concerns.  Mrs. Read stated she has 
mentioned this but continues to get phone calls.  The Board recommended she instruct 
callers to call one of them and noted they have not received any calls concerning the 
hearing or the special town meeting. 
 
Denise Lindahl noted the Board has instructed the Code Officer to begin an ordinance on 
wind turbines. He will work with the Town Attorney on this.  Mrs. Reid asked if a 
moratorium would be put in place.  Paul Rooney stated they did not feel this was 
necessary since any resident wanting to erect turbines would need to go through the 
studies process and this would give the town time to put a moratorium in place if needed. 
He also said it was an interesting idea to have a renewable resource, but it raised many 
questions. Bringing electricity to the Transfer Station was also looked at, but was cost 
prohibitive.  The Board continues to work with the State DOT in co-locating on their Rt 1 
property.  The meeting gave the Board the answer to where the Town stood on wind 
power.   Dee Reid stated she feels the Town is open-minded and again thanked the Board 
for also being open-minded.   
 
 
NVC: 
Ned Lightner, NVC Overseer, introduced himself to the Board as the new liaison 
between the Town and the Village.  He will share this position with Maureen Stalla.  He 
asked if any information was forthcoming on STOP signs in the Village.  Paul Rooney 
stated the Road Commissioner would be working with Bill Paige on where these signs 
are needed.   
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Gateway 1: 
Stacey Benjamin and Helen Kosmo were present to update the Board on the Gateway 1 
Project.  Ms. Benjamin stated this project is about a 100-mile stretch along Route 1, 
including Route 90, from Brunswick to Stockton Springs.  This area is the economic and 
transportation heart of the area.  A simulation done by the DOT over the next 25 years 
shows major congestion in this area.  There is not enough money to build out of the 
congestion, and the best viable solution is a combination of investment and strategic 
planning. 
 
This planning would include core areas of growth for business, residence, commercial, 
etc.  This is called the Community Centered Corridor.  This would designate core areas of 
each town for various types of growth.  The Steering Committee reviewed each town and 
recommended where it thought these core growth areas should be.  Paul Rooney stated 
the Board did not agree with the area recommended with the Town and did not wish to 
name a core area.  Ms Benjamin stated a different area was selected, but the Town did not 
have to use this.  She noted in Northport, concentrated growth would be on private land.  
Mrs. Kosmo also stated the idea is to get the core off Rt1, but keep it accessible from  
Rt 1. 
 
Ms. Benjamin stated the project started with representatives for each Town forming the 
Steering Committee.  Mrs. Kosmo has been the only representative for Northport for the 
last four years.  An alternate is needed to represent Northport.  Mrs. Kosmo 
recommended someone who knows Northport.  She would eventually like to step back 
and be the alternate.  Ms. Benjamin will bring the new member up to speed along with 
Mrs. Kosmo.  Other Towns members include Selectmen; Managers and Planning Board 
members, but would not need to be restricted to any of these. 
 
The next step is to adopt the Gateway 1 plan into our Comprehensive Plan.  The language 
of this plan is still being worked on.  The Gateway 1 Project now needs 12 Towns in the 
corridor to sign onto the Start-Up Agreement by October 31, 2009 for the project to 
continue.  This would allow those towns access to $500,000 in grants to be used on 
corridor projects.  There will also be $10-35,000 available for engineering studies and 
implementation of projects.  Towns, who do not sign onto the project, will not have these 
funds available to them and will need to ask the committee permission to do any projects 
along Rt 1.  The Board questioned the funds availability with the state of the economy 
and downsizing at both State and Federal levels.  Ms. Benjamin said the funds have 
already been appropriated and set aside for highway projects.  The Board remained 
skeptical these funds would still be there in another year.  
 
Ms. Benjamin gave the follow synopsis of the Gateway 1 Program 

2005-2009  Planning Phase 
2009-2010 Intermediate Phase for towns signing the Agreement 
2010+  Corridor Coalition  - local control of transportation, growth 
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In closing Ms. Benjamin stated she, or Mrs. Kosmo, would need to know if the Town 
would sign the agreement before October 31, 2009.  The Selectmen can sign this 
agreement.   If we do sign on, the residents of Northport will need to vote in 2011 to 
proceed with the project. 
 
The Board thanked Ms. Benjamin and Mrs. Kosmo for the presentation. 
 
Denise Lindahl stated the Board should contact Bill Kelly about his concerns with the 
language in the Start Up Agreement before they consider any action.  A resident to sit on 
the committee is also needed. Discussion followed.  The Board did not see any benefits to 
Northport signing onto the Gateway 1 project but will make a decision before the due 
date of 10-31-09. 
 
Roads & Bridges: 
Paul Rooney noted from the Administrator’s Report the cement boat ramp has been 
approved as long as it does not go deeper than 18” below the dry season mean low water 
mark at Knights Pond. 
 
Paul Rooney and Amon Morse will get specs to the Clerk for work on Flanders Road.  
An ad will be placed in the newspaper with bids opened at the 10-1-09 meeting. 
 
Road Commissioner Amon Morse recommended 1500yds of sand for the up coming 
winter season.  An ad will be placed for this as well with bids opened at the 10-1-09 
meeting. 
 
The Road Commissioner stated he has been calling Lane’s Construction to come back 
and fix Prescott Hill Road with no response.  The hole still has not been fixed.  The 
Board agreed to hold payment until the section of road is fixed. 
 
Amon Morse has done some tree cutting around STOP signs, but more needs to be done.   
Upper Bluff Road needs three road signs, top middle and end of the road.  These will be 
ordered along with STOP signs.  Amon and Paul Rooney will look at some of the roads 
that may need a STOP sign. 
 
Amon Morse asked about the additional trees to be cut at Kelly Cove and the new 
plantings.  He noted it is getting late in the year for planting.  Paul Rooney noted from the 
last meeting, the Administrator stated this should be done in late September or early 
October.  He agreed time was running out and the work needs to be completed. 
 
FEMA – the Road Commissioner met with FEMA regarding work done during the June-
July storms of this year.  Most of the work will be covered as well as tree removal done 
on Shore Road and Sea Street. 
 
Temple Heights Crosswalks – the work has not been done yet.  The Board recommended 
this get done before it is too late to paint. 
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Administrator’s Report: 
Jack Driscoll is on vacation and Paul Rooney presented the Administrator’s Report with 
the following notations. 
1.  Gateway 1 presentation previously addressed. 
 
2.  Salt Shed:  Discussion on purchasing the land.  The site plan was presented and the 
Administrator will be meeting with Jayne Giles and DOT representatives in Augusta on 
9-30-09.  Drexell White asked if the DOT is requiring any restrictions.  Paul Rooney 
stated, no, it will be Town owned land if we purchase it.  Discussion followed on a 
special meeting to approve the funds and how much money is in the Salt/Shed Fund.  
There is currently about $32,000 in the fund that could be used for the purchase of the 
land.  The Road Commissioner stated this is a good central location for the garage with 
easy access from Rt 1 and power is already there.  The cost to run power up to the 
Transfer Station would be prohibitive as well as the need to widen the road. 
Discussion then followed on the design of a building, which Paul Rooney noted would 
need to be to DOT/DEP standards.  Drexell White asked if we could get the engineering 
plans from the DOT they had done to put up their building.  He noted there should be 
plans available that we could use as a base to design a building for the Town.  In this way 
we can moved forward quickly.  He noted we need to know roughly what it will cost 
before going to the Town asking for funds.    Denise Lindahl agreed, stating the DOT 
would have already done an engineering study on this property.  Paul Rooney agreed to 
call and see if we could get a copy of the DOT engineering study, then all the Town 
would need is a building design and estimate.   
Drexell White asked how much land we will need.  Paul Rooney stated it is 7/10’s of an 
acre and the DOT is asking $15,000.  The Clerk noted this number might be higher.  The 
Administrator had stated they may now be asking $17,000.  The Board felt a final price is 
necessary to go forward.  Before setting a date for a special town meeting the Board 
agreed to wait for the meeting on the 30th with Jayne Giles, the DOT and the 
Administrator before any decisions are made.   
 
4.  Knights Pond discussed under Roads & Bridges. 
 
 
5.  GA one new applicant, denied. 
 
8.  High Speed Internet:  The Board was unclear on what a ‘positive response’ on other 
high-speed providers meant.  Drexell White stated there is high speed Internet in some 
parts of Northport, especially in the Village, but coming up Route 1 as far as the 
Northport Diner and asked if Bluestreak had been contacted.  The Board was not sure 
they had.  Mr. White felt this might be a good solution if they are considering expanding 
further into Northport.  Paul Rooney noted there is an upcoming meeting through MMA 
he would like to attend, and one of the workshops is on the Internet.  Denise Lindahl has 
emailed the PUC regarding the lack of high speed in Northport, but has not heard back.   
The Board feels this needs to be looked at further.  Many residents have expressed 
frustration with what is available to them.  It is a problem with many businesses in town 
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that do not have high speed Internet.  Drexell White will contact Bluestreak and see if 
there is a possibility of them expanding into Northport. 
 
9.  The Board asked for clarification on the cost of the Town’s sticker for trash.  It was 
noted in the last meeting the cost was .20¢ but the Administrator’s Report states .01¢.  
The Clerk stated the amount of .20¢ was incorrect.  The figures used for that were wrong, 
the .01¢ per sticker is correct due to the high volume purchased.  Denise Lindahl asked if 
Tim Patten had been asked to attend the Board meetings.  This was unclear. 
Paul Rooney asked what became of the cost analysis of ECOMaine?  The Clerk stated the 
company had emailed the Administrator requesting information, but was not sure if it had 
been sent.  The Board did not feel any change in stickers to bags was necessary. 
 
10.  The new furnace will be installed over the next few days by Bill’s Burner Service. 
The CEO’s office renovations will begin at the same time. 
Belfast Computers has installed backup systems for the Town’s computers.  Drexell 
White asked if this was the equipment previously discussed.  The Clerk stated this is 
different and right now cannot be taken off site since there is only one.  This system 
backs up all the software as well as the files, but a second one would be needed to 
alternate them.  This way, one would always be offsite for security reasons.   
 
11.  Discussion followed on policies for the cemeteries and perpetual care.  These items 
need to be addressed. 
 
12.  Hazardous Waste Day – the Board felt it was too late in the year to try and get 
something going since it takes time to put one of these together.  They would like to do 
one next year. 
 
13.  Harbor Committee – The Committee will meet on 9-30-09 to review the applications 
for Harbor Master. 
 
14.  Planning Board – the Clerk will take minutes for the Planning Board on her own 
time.  A recorder has also been purchased to record the meetings. 
 
 
 
 
Clerk’s Report: 
The CEO sent a letter to the executor of Mr. Williams’s property expressing concern for 
safety that the building had not been demolished since the fire. 
While work is being done on Code Officer’s room, it had been recommended the floor be 
sanded at the same time.  The Board agreed to do this while the other work is being done. 
Code Officer John Larson has done a draft Building Permit Ordinance.  This will be 
reviewed at the next meeting. 
 
The Town’s website is coming along.  The Clerk and Vicki Eugley hope to have it up by 
the end of the month.   
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The Planning Board met this week with Barbara O’Leary taking minutes.  She noted for 
the Board, Jimmy Nealey was elected Chairman until January 2010 at which time he 
wishes to step down.  He feels it is time for someone else to Chair the meeting.  
Alismarie Parsloe was elected Vice Chair. 
 
Warrants per presented for review and approved. 
 
Minutes of 9-4-2009 were presented. 
Under motion of Paul Rooney, second by Denise Lindahl, the Board voted 3-0 to 
approve the minutes as corrected. 
 
Discussion followed on office policies.  The Board asked for clarification on vacation 
time and how it is tracked with payroll.  The Clerk stated each person tracks their own 
time taken.  It is not noted in payroll which days are vacation days, but this can be easily 
done.  She also stated the auditors need this information when conducing their annual 
audit and it should be tracked as a request for time off that will show how much time was 
used, what is left at the end of a year and what is carried forward.  The Board instructed 
the Clerk to begin this procedure and incorporate it into the office policies.   
 
Under motion of Paul Rooney, second by Drexell White, the Board voted 3-0 to enter 
Executive Session to discuss a personal matter at 9:40pm. 
 
Under motion of Paul Rooney, second by Drexell White the Board voted 3-0 to return to 
regular session at  10:00PM. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted. 
 
 
 
 
Barbara O’Leary 
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