
 
SELECT BOARD 
September 3, 2009 

 
 

PRESENT:  Paul Rooney, Chairman; Denise Lindahl; Drexell White; Jack Driscoll, 
Administrator; Bill Kelly, Town Attorney; Barbara O’Leary, Town Clerk 
 
 
Under motion of Denise Lindahl, second by Paul Rooney, the Board voted 3-0 to enter 
Executive Session to discuss a legal matter at 6:00pm. 
 
Under motion of Paul Rooney, second by Denise Lindahl, the Board voted 3-0 to return 
to regular session at 6:35pm. 
 
Under motion of Paul Rooney, second by Denise Lindahl, the Board voted 3-0 to accept 
the proposed settlement agreement regarding Mountain and High Streets as presented 
with minor corrections and to authorize Jack Driscoll, Town Administrator, to sign the 
agreement on behalf of the Board. 
 
Carnahan septic issue.  Bill Kelly reported, he; John Larson, CEO; Matt and Adam 
Carnahan and their attorney met at the site to review the septic violation.  There are two 
houses on the property.  The one belonging to Adam has the open septic and is in 
violation.  The tank was cracked and removed.  This has been filled in but there is no 
leach field.  The septic system of the other house belonging to Matt needs to be replaced.  
A new system will be installed to cover both houses.  Merriam Newman lives behind the 
property had the tank was on her property, although it was not hers.  She also received a 
notice of violation, but will not need to do anything.  Mr. Kelly stated the Carnahans have 
been responsive and were going through a tough time with the death of their mother.  
Any fines or fees will be discussed at a later date.  Denise Lindahl stated the concern with 
this septic issue has been a health and safety one.   
 
Jack Driscoll asked if there is any contamination in neighboring wells.   Bill Kelly was 
not aware of any contamination and the new septic is an enclosed system which drains 
away from the houses. 
 
 
Citizen Concerns: 
Tim Samway asked if various STOP signs in Bayside could have overhanging limbs cut 
back away from the signs.  The signs are becoming obscured with the trees and shrubs.  
The STOP sign near the school especially needs to be cut back.  Denise Lindahl agreed 
the signs need to be visible for safety reasons.  Paul Rooney agreed, and stated he will 
ask the Road Commissioner to cut overhanging trees and shrubs away from STOP signs.  
He recommended the Board budget for more tree work like this for next year. 
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550 Shore Road had the culvert replaced but has not been paved over.  This should be 
paved before winter.  There are also large cracks appearing on parts of Shore Road.  Paul 
Rooney mentioned bids had gone out for crack sealing, but the Board decided not to do 
the work this year since the bids seemed high.  The heavy rainstorms this year have cut 
into the Roads & Bridges budget, but crack sealing should be looked at for next year. 
 
Tim Samway asked if the Williams home on Shore Road that burned would be 
demolished per the CEO.   He felt it was unsafe.  Drexell White stated the delay in taking 
the home down could be with the insurance company.  The home should not be taken 
down before it has been inspected.  Mr. Samway stated Brad Williams would like to get 
inside the house to look for his computer and possibly other items that might have 
survived the fire, however he is having problems with the executor of the estate.  Paul 
Rooney recommended CEO, John Larson, contact the executor and get a demolition date 
for safety reasons.   
 
Mr. Samway also noted the ALS Walk was held in Bangor over the weekend.  There 
were about 20 Northport/Bayside residents who walked in Peter Allen’s name.  Over 
$4000 was raised for ALS. 
 
Roads & Bridges: 
Paul Rooney noted the Road Commissioner was not present and did not know if he had 
more information on the following item.  Dale Nealey, who is the developer of the 
Peacedale Subdivision off Horse Jockey Lane, has asked Road Commissioner, Amon 
Morse, if the Town would bring this road up to standards with grading and gravel and he 
would pave the road.  He would like to use Horse Jockey Lane as another outlet for the 
Peacedale Drive subdivision. Paul noted Mr. Nealey was going to talk with  the 
Selectmen.  Both Denise Lindahl and Drexell White stated they had not heard from Mr. 
Nealey.  Paul Rooney stated this would not be done this year if the Town decides to go 
forward with this work.  He recommended Mr. Nealey come before the Board to discuss 
the matter. 
 
On Flanders Road, Oliver Outerbridge has bought property and will be putting up a 
house.  He has asked if this section of road will be updated.  Paul Rooney noted this 
section down to Beech Hill Road is about 500’.  If the Town did grading it would also 
need about 18-20” of gravel.  Scott Patten is working in the area and could do this work.  
Denise Lindahl stated, depending on the cost, it may need to go out to bid and it may be  
getting late in the year for roadwork.  Drexell White agreed, stating it would be around 
the $5000 bid requirement and should go out to bid.  Paul Rooney will put together specs 
for the next meeting and an ad will be placed in the newspaper.  The bids will be opened 
at the first meeting in October.  Discussion followed on the $5000 bid limit.  It was 
agreed this should be increased for next year, with the appropriate changes made to the 
Administrative Ordinance.   
 
 
Precision Paving will fix Beech Hill culverts that have sunken.   
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FEMA – Jack Driscoll noted Road Commissioner Amon Morse met with the FEMA 
representative today regarding the June and July storms.  He was not sure what would be 
covered.  The Clerk noted the work done during those storms would be covered by 
FEMA, as well as the ditching on Cliff Road.  They will also cover any administrative 
costs associated with these storms.   
 
Prescott Hill has a big dip that needs to be repaired.  Paul Rooney noted the contractor 
needs to be notified to correct this problem.  The Clerk stated the Road Commissioner 
had mentioned contacting Lane’s to come back and fix this.  Paul Rooney suggested the 
check be held until the problem is corrected.  The Board agreed.  Tim Samway noted 
there is a large crack near the Block residence on Shore Road that should also be filled in. 
 
Drexell White stated there are other places in the Village that should have STOP signs, 
but don’t.  He asked where we are with speed signs and who orders the signs.  Paul 
Rooney stated the NVC buys the signs for their roads and the Town buys signs for its 
roads.  Tim Samway thought the Town was responsible for signs that are deemed 
necessary by the DOT.  Paul Rooney will find out about placing more STOP signs, who 
puts them up, and any other requirements with the signs.  He recommended Amon Morse 
and Bill Paige get together for placement of signs and materials to use. 
 
Winter Sand – Paul Rooney will speak with the Road Commissioner to make specs for 
bids for the Town’s winter sand. 
 
Administrator’s Report: 

1. Wind Turbines.  This was voted down at a special Town meeting.  Drexell 
White asked if the Town should start an ordinance for wind turbines.  He felt 
the next step would be turbines on private land.  Denise Lindahl agreed stating 
we need to get going on this and recommended the CEO get together with Bill 
Kelly and work on an ordinance.  Jack Driscoll asked if we need to set a 
moratorium if an ordinance is voted in.  The Board felt this was not necessary 
at this time unless serious signs of a project in Town are seen.  Even a private 
person would need to do the required studies, which would allow the town 
time for a moratorium if necessary.  Denise Lindahl recommended the CEO 
have an ordinance ready for the spring to present to the residents.  Jack 
Driscoll thought Bill Kelly had started a wind turbine ordinance for Northport, 
based on the one he did for Jackson.  The Board was not sure this ever got 
started. 

 
2.  Salt Shed – The Administrator stated the Board needed to decide whether or 

not to go forward with this project.  Denise Lindahl stated this was always a 
project the Board wanted to explore and asked for an update.  Jack Driscoll 
stated he has been waiting for the sketch of the site and appraisal from the 
DOT.  Paul Rooney said to turn up the heat on this so the Town can get going 
if this is a feasible option.  He suggested taking time to meet with Jayne Giles 
in the Legislature and Carol Weston in the Senate to get them behind us in the 
project.  Denise Lindahl thought this would have been settled by now.  The 
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Administrator stated the work related to the wind turbines took over most of 
his time and it was not possible to give his full attention to both projects.  He 
asked if a special town meeting would be necessary if the Town needs to 
purchase the land and put up a building.  Paul Rooney stated a special town 
meeting would be necessary to appropriate funds if we need to buy the land 
and also appropriate money for designing a building.  He stated the Board 
needs more details and asked if there is a sketch yet of the area.  The 
Administrator has been waiting for the sketch but has not received it.  Denise 
Lindahl suggested setting a deadline for this information so the Board can take 
action.  Paul Rooney recommended the Administrator call his contact in the 
DOT.  If the Administrator does not hear back soon, contact our Legislative 
representatives and possibly the Governor to get this moving.  Drexell White 
also recommended the Administrator go to Augusta and meet with our various 
representatives; make phone calls and follow up with emails.  He has email 
addresses for various contacts in Augusta should he need them.  Denise 
Lindahl added to make these phone calls 2-3 times a week and become the 
squeaky wheel.  The Administrator agreed, adding he did not have a sense the 
co-location was a priority, and that the wind turbines were.  He will go forward 
from here. 

 
3. Nationwide Payment Solutions – The Administrator spoke with the Towns of 

Norway and Garland.  These towns have been using Municipay for credit card 
transactions.  Norway has been using this for 14mos and Garland 3mos.  Paul 
Rooney asked if there has been a problem with VISA.  There have been people 
in Norway who would prefer to use their VISA card, but cannot.  Drexell 
White asked if there is an increase in the paper used since the receipt is printed 
from the computer in duplicate and reports come from there as well.  The 
Administrator was not sure, since he asked mostly about the ease of use and 
any problems associated with the program.  The Board asked the Clerk her 
opinion.  Barbara O’Leary stated it looks like a good program, seems easy to 
use, and residents could pay by various credit cards, except VISA.  The 
problem is the Internet.  Our connection is not only slow at times, but weather 
plays a major role.  If it rains, snows, is foggy or even cloudy, the Internet does 
not always work.  On those days we would not be able to use the system.  She 
also stated the program is not officially in effect and would like to talk with 
other towns after it has been in use for a while.  Denise Lindahl agreed, stating 
this is a new company and it might be wise to check with other towns in a few 
months.  Vicki Eugley asked if there might be other businesses that are doing 
this we could contact for a comparison.  To avoid the problems with the 
Internet, she suggested contacting businesses that use the regular card swipe 
programs.  The Clerk belongs to the Clerk, Treasurer and Tax Collectors 
Association and could ask members their thoughts of this kind of service.  
Drexell White asked if wireless was possible for the Town Office.  The 
Administrator said we have it, but it is weak.  Paul Rooney asked if there has 
been any more word from Fairpoint and high speed in Northport.  Jack 
Driscoll stated he had not heard anything more from Pioneer Wireless, who is 
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working with Fairpoint to get DSL to rural areas.  He will call and see where 
that is going. 

 
4. Knights Pond -  The Administrator spoke with resident Jay Stager, who asked 

if any of the Town’s land around Knights Pond would be for sale The Board 
stated there is no plan to sell any of the land.  Mr. Stager has asked if there are 
covenants or restrictions with the land, but the Administrator was not sure.  
The Clerk thought the land was given to the town by the Ken Wyman Estate 
and there may be restrictions.  The will would need to be researched at the 
Registry of Deeds.  Paul Rooney did not feel this was a priority since the 
Board does not intend to sell the land.  He also noted if it was to be sold; it 
would need to go before the town for approval. 

 On a separate matter, the Clerk asked if the invoice submitted for work at 
Knights Pond was for repairs to the boat launch.  She noted the Submerged 
Land Division requires a 30 day notice before the work can be done.  Paul 
Rooney stated this was not for the boat launch, but taking down the outhouse 
and preparing the site of the new launch.  The Administrator was instructed to 
contact the committee and see if the notice has been placed. 

 
5. GA – two applicants were approved. 
 
6. Legal – addressed previously 
 
7.  FEMA – addressed previously 
 
8. Point Lookout – The administrator attended the 3-day conference in August 
 
9. Transfer Station – A resident asked if Northport would follow Camden in 

using specified bags instead of the stickers.  Jack Driscoll showed a bag 
Camden uses stating if used, all residents would be required to use the specific 
bag for their trash.  Paul Rooney stated a prior Board had looked into bags 
when the Town decided to go to the sticker fee.  The bag was cost prohibitive 
and not used.  The Administrator stated the stickers cost .20 each and the bags 
may be less expensive.  Vicki Eugley suggested getting prices for stickers from 
different vendors.  The Administrator will look into the cost of bags vs. 
stickers. 

 The Administrator stated there would be a pesticide drop off day through the 
State.  Residents would need to contact the State for the day and time.  There is 
information in the lobby. 

 Paul Rooney asked if there is information on a hazardous waste day with 
Searsport.  The Administrator has not heard back form the Searsport Town 
Manager.  Denise Lindahl stated it is probably too late in the year to get one 
going, but we should try again for next year. 

 
10. Town Hall – Bill’s Burner Service will be coming after Labor Day to install 

the new furnace. 
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 Work in the CEO’s office will begin as soon as the schedules of the contractor 
and electrician and be coordinated. 

 
11. Website – The Clerk and Bookkeeper have been working on the website.  

There have been some problems on Sephone’s end, which have been corrected.  
The Clerk reported she and Vicki Eugley have begun uploading information 
but more work needs to be done.  Some phone numbers and email addresses 
need to be included.  Vicki is working with the Fire Department and First 
Responders to get their information uploaded.  Barbara is uploading town 
ordinances and would like to get the tax records on it as well.  The Board 
asked when it might be up and running.  The Clerk hopes it will be up by the 
end of September. 

 
12. Kelly Cove – It will be late September or early October when the remaining 

trees are removed and the new plants installed.  The Administrator is still 
waiting for an estimate on the cost of the new plantings, labor and soil.  Paul 
Rooney instructed the Administrator to get this done before the weather 
prohibits the plantings. 

 
13. Planning Board Minutes – The Administrator reminded the Board the Clerk 

had been asked to consider taking minutes at Planning Board meetings.  The 
Clerk stated she would take minutes only and transcribe at a cost of $25 per 
hour.  Drexell White stated a recording device should also be used.  He 
recommended one that can be later connected to the computer and 
downloaded.  Paul Rooney asked what the cost would be.  Drexell stated one 
he is familiar with costs around $100, has a long battery life and comes with a 
charger as well. 

 Under motion of Paul Rooney, second by Denise Lindahl, the Board voted 3-
0 to have Barbara O’Leary take minutes at Planning Board meetings at a cost 
of $25 per hour and to purchase the recorder as described by Drexell White, 
with these costs coming from the Planning Board account. 

  
Drexell White asked what kind of back up the Town uses for its computers.  The 
Clerk stated she does a back up each Friday, but only her computer since it is the 
main computer.  Drexell asked if this backs up the software as well as the files.  She 
stated it did not.  The files are backed up to a removable USB and kept in the vault.  
Discussion followed on a back up system for all the computers, which would also 
back up the software, and would be kept off site.  Drexell White stressed the 
importance of keeping the Towns records safe.  He gave the information on such a 
system to Jack Driscoll who will purchase the equipment.  Drexell estimated the cost 
to be around $100.   
 
Denise Lindahl asked for an update on the Beech Ridge Cemetery and Good Deeds.  
The Administrator has not heard from them. 
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Drexell White asked if the Harbor Committee met the end of August to review the 
applications for Harbor Master.  Jack Driscoll reported he is still having problems 
getting a quorum together.  The Board felt this is dragging on too long.  The 
Administrator was instructed to gather a quorum of the Harbor Committee, review the 
applications and make a recommendation to the Board.  Denise Lindahl 
recommended choosing a date and those who can attend will.  If this does not work 
the Board will make the decision.   
Drexell White reminded the Administrator to follow up on any moorings that might 
have been placed without paying the mooring fee, and to also check the letters that 
were sent regarding moorings, but no response came back. 
 
Denise Lindahl asked if there has been any other discussion about hydrants in 
Birchcrest.  Neither the Administrator nor the Clerk had heard anything further.  Paul 
Rooney noted this might be a discussion with the Village at a later date concerning 
the hydrant in the Village that cannot be used for fires.  There is not enough pressure 
in it due to the small line. 
 
Denise Lindahl presented a notice from the Waldo County Selectmen’s Association.  
They will meet on 9-9 at 6pm at the Waldo Town Office.  Since the Selectmen were 
not available, the Administrator was asked to attend.  The topic will be excise tax 
reform and TABOR I. 
 
Clerk’s Report: 
The Clerk presented a letter of interest from Julian Cannell who wishes to be 
considered for the alternate position on the ZBA.  The Clerk noted member Earl 
Cushman had resigned and Jeanine Tucker was appointed to that full time opening. 
Under motion of Paul Rooney, second by Denise Lindahl, the Board voted 3-0 to 
appoint Mr. Julian Cannell to the alternate position on the ZBA. 
The Clerk stated there is still an opening for alternate position on the Planning Board. 
 
County Commissioners – The Clerk presented the letter from the County 
Commissioners Court in the Randy and Zoë Hendrix vs. Town of Northport case in 
which they requested a tax abatement on their property.  The Commissioners ruled in 
favor of the Town and the request was denied. 
 
Minutes – the following minutes were presented for approval: 
 8-6-2009 Selectmen’s Meeting 
 8-12-2009 Hearing Notes 
 8-20-2009 Selectmen’s Meeting 
 8-20-2009 Special Town Meeting 
 
Under motion of Paul Rooney, second by Denise Lindahl, the Board voted 3-0 to 
accept the minutes presented as amended. 
 
Under motion of Denise Lindahl, second by Paul Rooney, the Board voted 3-0 to 
enter Executive Session to discuss a personnel matter at 9:05pm 
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Under motion of Denise Lindahl, second by Paul Rooney, the Board voted 3-0 to 
return to regular session at 9:50pm. 
 
With no further business, the Board ADJOURNED. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
Barbara O’Leary 
Town Clerk 
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