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SELECT BOARD 
APRIL 27, 2009 

 
PRESENT:  Craig Poulin, Chairman; Paul Rooney; Denise Lindahl; Amon Morse, Road 
Commissioner; Peter Allen, NVC Representative; Barbara O’Leary, Town Clerk 
 
Citizen Concerns: 
1) Jim Brimer of Cheri Lane was present to discuss water issues on his property.  He has 
had water problems since building five years ago.  When under contract he had an 
engineer look at the property who said it was too wet for building and considered the 
property to be wetlands.  Since he was already under contract, he moved the location of 
the home.  He stated he continues to have water problems on the site and questions the 
culverts.  Mr. Brimer asked if the Town or Planning Board follows up on subdivisions 
once approved.  He felt the Town should be policing subdivisions to be sure the roads 
installed are according to the plans approved. 
 
Paul Rooney stated the revised Subdivision Plan addresses these problems and will be 
presented at Town Meeting for approval.   
 
Denise Lindahl stated Cheri Lane was not a Town road and the Town does not have 
jurisdiction within the subdivision. 
 
Craig Poulin stated there are several issues here and the Board would need to look at each 
individually.   
 
Mr. Brimer also mentioned lots were added to the back of the subdivision, but was not 
sure if this was in Belfast.  He questioned these lots being added before the five-year 
period without going before the Planning Board.  Paul Rooney stated Mr. Brimer would 
need to go to the Planning Board to see if the lots were split before the five-year time 
frame.  Discussion followed on the approval process for subdivisions with the Board 
noting a majority of the Planning Board must approve a subdivision. 
 
Craig Poulin recommended Mr. Brimer put his concerns in a letter to the Planning Board.  
These are complex issues and the Planning Board has qualified members to address them. 
 
2) Recycling:  Barbara Peabody and her fellow students from Unity College were present 
for a follow up to their recycling project.  Camden was contacted in regards to accepting 
glass.  The group was informed there is no market for glass right now and their transfer 
station is not accepting it.  Barbara Peabody recommended contacting Belfast to see if 
they would accept glass from Northport.   
 
Denise Lindahl stated the Town had contacted Belfast a few years ago to see about joint 
recycling, but they were not interested.  She felt that a new climate for recycling and a 
new manager in Belfast, perhaps this has changed.  She also mentioned Jack Driscoll, 
Town Administrator, was going to call area towns about single stream recycling, but was 
not sure he had done that.  Barbara reported Jack had done this but the cost is an issue.  
Barbara will be at Town Meeting distributing brochures to encourage recycling. 
 
 
3) Tom & Roberta Witts 70 Bayside Road came before the Board to request an Easement 
along their property.  Mr. Witt stated they are in the process of selling their home and 
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may need an easement for their septic system and corner of their garage, which is on the 
Town’s right of way.  Bob Fenton, their realtor, was present also and stated the septic 
was in the right of way when the house was purchased six years ago and has been there 
for about 30 years.  Mr. Witt showed the Board his plan and the area in question.   
 
Denise Lindahl asked if this had been addressed when he purchased the property.  Mr. 
Witt stated it had not and his new realtor would like the matter cleared up.   
 
Paul Nyren told the Board this is the Town’s right of way that was recently researched by 
town attorney, Bill Kelly, and surveyed by Dan Small.  That research showed this is 
indeed the Town’s right of way down to the water.  He stated he would like to make sure 
this is kept open for town residents.  He noted Jack Driscoll had contacted the abutters to 
the right of way to be sure they did not impede any resident who wanted to use this RoW 
to the beach. 
 
Craig Poulin stated the Board could not make a decision tonight and would need to 
consult with their attorney regarding issuing an easement.  The Board will contact Bill 
Kelly and discuss the matter with him.  
 
Mr. Witt thanked the Board for their prompt attention since he is trying to sell the house 
and would like this cleared up. 
 
Richard McKinnon asked if three parking spaces could be designated for residents to 
park their cars and walk down to the beach.  The Board did not feel this was necessary 
and wanted to maintain this RoW as pedestrian and non-vehicular.  Mr. Nyren stated Jack 
Driscoll had spoken with the Superintendent of Schools and residents could park at the 
Drinkwater School and walk down.  The Board agreed to place a sign stating “Public 
Access – Pedestrian Only”. 
 
4) Mark Blair of Point Lookout was present to request an amendment to the Point 
Lookout liquor License.  Mr. Blair explained the current license expires in July and they 
would like to add two additional sites to sell beer and wine, the Copper Pine Café and the 
Fitness Center.  He has spoken with Tony Austin at the Liquor License Division who 
instructed him to get a letter from the Town stating it was ok to add these two sites to the 
license.  When the license is up for renewal in July, Point Lookout will add these two 
sites to the license and come back before the Board for approval.   
 
Denise Lindahl will write the letter to the Liquor License Division granting approval, 
with a copy for Point Lookout. 
 
Under motion of Craig Poulin, second by Paul Rooney, the Board voted 3-0 to amend 
the liquor license of Point Lookout to include serving beer and wine at the Copper Pine 
Café and the Fitness Center. 
 
NVC 
Peter Allen stated all is well in the Village. 
 
Roads & Bridges: 
Road Commissioner Amon Morse reported F. C. Work has finished work on Beech Hill 
Road and will be on Shore Road next.  The bottom of Beech Hill just beyond Bird Hill 
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may need a larger culvert.  This may be accomplished by adding one to the existing 
culvert. 
 
Paul Rooney reported State Sand and Gravel donated 300 yards of rock to the Town.  We 
were able to purchase an additional 500 yards at $5 per yard. 
 
Amon reported S. W. Cole began bore tests last Friday and will continue this week.   
 
The street sweeper has been contacted but a start date has not yet been determined.   
 
All roads, except Nealey Road have been unposted.  Nealey Road remains posted to 
heavy loads for now.   
 
The culvert at Jerri Finch’s house will be fixed when workers are in the area doing other 
work. 
 
ACO: 
 CO, Jerry Tucker, was present to discuss recent animal issues. 
Dead cows: The ACO was called to Belfast to investigate complaints of dead cows in a 
field.  There were three dead cows and one that was stuck in mud and in very bad shape. 
Craig Poulin asked why our ACO was called in. The Belfast ACO had not responded and 
the State asked Northport’s ACO to investigate.   
 
Dogs at large: There had been a problem with three dogs at large at Saturday Cove.  The 
ACO apologized to the Board stating he had been out of town on a family emergency and 
returned home very late after driving all night.  His cell phone was off and he did not get 
the call from Town Administrator Jack Driscoll.  He did respond as soon as he got the 
message and gave the owner a summons.  He apologized to jack Driscoll who was very 
upset the ACO had not responded in a timelier manner. 
 
Denise Lindahl asked if the Deputy ACO had been contacted.  As far as the ACO knew, 
the Deputy had not been contacted.  The ACO was instructed to notify the office when he 
will be out of communication.  Denise encouraged the ACO to keep lines of 
communication open between him and the Town officials. 
 
Administrator’s Report: 
The Board reviewed the report submitted by the Town Administrator in his absence, 
which included the following items: 
 
Code Enforcement: 

• Notice of Violation issued to Twin Maples Motel for septic and plumbing. 
• Carnahan/Newman continuing septic violations, violations issued. 
• Danielson issued a notice of violation for septic violation. 

 
Road Commissioner: 

• S.W. Cole boring tests beginning.   
• Storm damage during April 6 & 7, present costs around $45,569.  FEMA 

thresholds were not met for funding. 
• Jim Brimer of Cheri Lane would like drainage issues addressed. 
• Jerri Finch seeking repairs to her culvert. 

 



 4

Town Hall: 
• Town Reports are out 
• New phone line installed 
• The Administrator’s contract is up for renewal 

 
Fire Department: 

• Damage done to the Bluff Road firehouse and door the fire truck.  An insurance 
claim has been filed. 

 
General Assistance: 

• One unqualified applicant 
 
Harbor Master: 

• The hearing for an appeal for mooring placement by Beau Brigham prevailed in 
the Town’s favor. 

• Final float repairs will be completed when the floats are launched. 
 
Legal: 

• Cross Street RoW research by Town Attorney confirms it is a public right of way. 
 
Point Lookout: 

• Mark Blair of Point Lookout is seeking an amendment to their liquor license. 
 
ACO: 

• Three dangerous dogs at large reported by multiple residents on 4-14-2009.   
 
Clerk’s Report: 
Quit Claim Deed: the Clerk presented a QCD for Laura Tasheiko.  She explained this is 
to release liens on back taxes that were paid. 
 
A concealed weapons permit was presented for review. 
 
Liquor License: The Northport Golf Course presented its liquor license renewal as well 
as their Special Amusement Permit.   
Under motion of Craig Poulin, second by Paul Rooney, the Board voted 3-0 to approve 
the liquor license renewal of the Northport Golf Course. 
 
Point Lookout: Mark Blair was present to ask for an amendment to their current liquor 
license.  He is asking to add two additional sites on the property to sell beer and wine.  
The Board approved this change by adding the Fitness Club and the new café, Copper 
Pine Café. 
 
Cemetery Plots: The Clerk asked that the Beech Ridge Cemetery be plotted out.  As a 
reminder the Clerk stated the last survey was not acceptable by the Board.  Also to be 
addressed would be a section for cremations.   
 
MEMA: The clerk received a check for $995.71 for the St. Patrick’s Day storm damage 
of 2007. 
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Website: Susan Fitzgerald is willing to help the Town get started with a website.  The 
Board would like to get an authorized website going for the Town.  The Clerk was 
instructed to see what kind of help Susan can give the Town. 
 
Town Reports: Town Reports are out. There is one misprint with the Town Meeting date 
for 2008 listed as June instead of May. 
 
Education Disbursement: The Clerk presented a renewal of Disbursement of Educations 
Costs.  This allows the Treasurer to pay the School before a warrant is signed. 
 
S.W. Cole: The Clerk presented the contract for the test borings.  The Board signed the 
contract. 
 
Minutes: Minutes of 2-16-2009, 3-9-2009 and 4-6-2009 were reviewed.   
Under motion of Paul Rooney, second by Craig Poulin, the Board voted 3-0 to approve 
the minutes as presented. 
 
Other Business: 
Cemetery Bids: The Board asked if the Administrator had placed the bid in the 
newspaper for cemetery clean up and maintenance.  The Clerk reported the bid had not 
been put in the paper.  The Clerk was instructed to place the ad in the newspaper with a 
bid opening date of May 18, 2009.   
 
P&P: The Board finalized The Policies & Procedures with highlighted changes.   
Under motion of Craig Poulin, second by Paul Rooney, the Board voted 3-0 to accept 
the Policies & Procedures with a deadline of 5-18-2009 to incorporate those changes. 
 
Salt & Sand Shed: Craig Poulin stressed the importance of pursuing co-locating with the 
DOT at their site on Atlantic Highway.  He felt it important to continue contacting the 
DOT and also speak with Carol Weston and Jayne Giles. 
 
Under motion of Craig Poulin, second by Paul Rooney, the Board voted 3-0 to enter 
Executive Session at 8:50pm to discuss a personnel matter. 
 
Under motion of Craig Poulin, second by Paul Rooney, the Board voted 3-0 to return to 
regular session at 9:15pm. 
 
With no further business the Board adjourned. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
Barbara O’Leary 
Town Clerk 


