The Waldo Independent, Thursday, May 5, 2005

‘In Northport

Special amusement

ordir

- By Peter Tahes 3
The vaguely dem

of - “adult entériainm i

over the Blue Gopse 1n

Morthport Monday evening as
iocal citizens ultimately decided
2-1 a proposed Special
Amuosement Ordinance would-

ance rejected

't suceessfully  block the
arrival in their town of such
busingssas,

With 164 residents regisiered
ar the door for the annoval town
meeting, the vote to defeat con-
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troversial Article 13 was 75-37.
Mo one questioned the rizghtness
of discouraging the so-called
adult enterfainment industry
from gaining & foothold in
Northport, something said to be
a real possibility, The majonty
agreed, however, the ordinance
the selectmen had the town
attorpey draft was seriously
flawec to the point of being
ineffectual.

Selectrnan Denise Lindahl
siruck an unpromising note for
the success of the article when
she introduced it with the com-
ment, “We're thinking mavbe
this shouldo't be passed
tonight,” The board’s concern
with what was an apparent Lft-
ing of boilerplate lanpuage
adopted bv another wwn, she
went on to explain, included that
it would only apply to licensed
liguor establishments and it
failed to designate the town offi-
cial respomsible for inspecting

such premises.

In answer to a questioner,
Lindahl said the selectmen were
responding to “a group of indi-
viduals in this town” when they
voted 1o put the article on the
warranl, “We heard the possibil-
ity of adult entertainment com-
ing inte 1own,” she reported.

There was reluctance in the
pudience to simply abandon the
article,
“That’s what's important 0 me,
thar there he restrictions.” She
warned it would be much easier
to resirict before the fact than
have to deal with such business-
es once they are establishad, A
motion to table action allowing
ihe selectmen to make revisions
nonetheless failed. “This is
flawed and [ would hope it
would be defeated.” said Larry
Doucetta. “Tt's  structurally
impastible 1o enforce.”

David  Staples  agreed,
“Voting for this means nothing
except Lecan't have a band this
Fridav night.” Staples is propri-
etor of Willy's World, a minia-
ture golf establishmeni on Route
1 that started out offering lob-

. &ter roils-and ice cream, later

edding wine, beer and live
musi¢ entertainment, The fact he
ha;s a ligoor license. Staples

ained, means he “.Dllid h.ne
P FEUBIME RIS
up Lo ¥ 4
licemsed to fﬂlll:m his personal
interest in “imtraducing kids to
He gquestionsd how

one woman saying.

1, ' -- 10
oiild be

what he provides for entertain- -
ment has any connection with
the “adult” variety, something’
that “can still happen tomor
row.”

One man cautiened that with--
out an effective ordinance the -
lown is pawerless to prevent an
acceptable existing business
from changing 170 a less benign
one. He related how in another
town “a wet T-shirt contest got
put of hand—the wet T-shirts
disappeared!”

“No matter what business
comes to town, you always have
the option of voting with your
feet," a woman responded.

“If we don't do anything,
anything coald go,” the man
answered.

Hideaway Diner owner Ed
Moran told of an impromptu
recital & voung Bangor
Symphony Orchestra violinist
once put on in his establishment.
With the proposed ordinance
adopred, he said, “We couldn’t
do that.”

“Any way to lake out what
we don't want, which is adult
entertainment 7" a woman asked.
She was told it wouldn't be pos-
sible that evening to amend the
ordinance language o0 suh&tan—
tively.

“How fast could you mmre'?
Fuss Handler zsked the select-
men after better than half an
hour of discussion. T think that
could answer a lot of guestions
and the angst that vou feel.”

Lindahl estimared the select-
men could ideally have a new
and effective ordinance drafted
and ready for special town meet-

- ing consideration “within the

nest month or two”

"T'm against something that
doesn™t serve the purpose,”
Handler said. Moderator Joe
Moser .said he interpreted
Handler’s statement as a request
1o call the guestion. Ne one
ohjected, the question was suc-
cessfully called and the voters
voted,

The next item of business, a
draft ordinance spelling out the
town's administrative organiza
tion, functions and responsibili-
ties, farsd better, albeil gaining
adoption on a secret ballot vote
of 69-50, Discussion was neces-
sarily briefer with only Bill
Wallace expressing his misgiv-
ings pu"rtici:,_

s this. appears 1o be
s5-than a meepmgmsfer
‘of pawer from the citizens to the
selectmen,” Wallace predicted
adoption of the 30-paga docu-
ment would “change the future



of the town." He said while he
wouldn't impugn ihe integrity of
the current town administration,
the ordinance has “a lot of
potential for abuse of power”
and should receive greater
serutiny from the volers before
being acted upon.

Lindahl responded there had,
in fact, been an extensive public
review process and she was
somry if Wallace was unaware of
this. She iterated her introducto-
ry remarks that the proposad
ordinance ‘basmall} reflects the
current operation of the town”
with wo exceptions. that the
town clerk should become zn
appoiniive rather than elective
position and that there be a legal
mechanism allowing voters to
recall elected town officials.

When Wallace renewed his
request to “voice my ﬂﬁnccms
about other provisions in the
proposed ordinance. zoming
beard of appeals member John
Dvkstra declared, “This 1s & lot
of to-do about nmhmg Moser

yacancy

discussion. The vote followed.

In  other malters to coms
before the town meeting,
Northport citizens:

« learned formal results of
Saturday’s elections. in which
Dorothy “Dee™ Reid prevailed
with 282 votes over Larry
Doucette, 120, and Brent
Crawford, 110, to fill the
three-year selectman’s seal
left by departing
Selectman Paul Rooney: Bi
Magruder retained the road
commissioner’s position with
400 votes against challenger
Mike Vellaro, who had 111: and
Dan Smith was reslected o the
SAD 34 school board with 313
votes  against  challenger
Ravmond Tucker Jr.. with [70:

+ ypted at the meeting fo
retain for another vyear am
unchallenged Barbara O°Leary
to serve as town clerk, rreasurer
and iax collector;

» clected an unchallenged
(and absent) Chris Damery (o
ferve a vear m:! the planmng

said Bewdatarpratad Dyksizg's’ _hosgko o .

statemnent as a pequest Lo cease

+ engaged in 2 cl1a:|::|sme with

Magruder over the present and
planned future stazte of wwn
roads, the commissioner noting
among other things that a pr-
vate contractor, not himself, was
responsible for tearing up Shore
Rond and urging twnspecsple 1o
write the selectmen seeking fo
enlist support from Sen. Carol
Weston to free up mere siae
road funds;

» heard protest voiced by
Rooney that the town has 9 per-
cent of the pupils in SAD 34 yet
picks up 20 percent of the dis-
'trict’s Jocal education cost tab—
“ ..and that's not fair"—and
heard him urge reform so towns
pay their education bill strictly
on 4 per-pupil basis;

+ learned from Lindahl, who
delivered the selectmen’s report,
that the town has been through a
vear of firsts inclading mnducl-
ing a federally mandated proper-
Iy inventory and contracting for
a tax anticipation mnote ( “that
was paid off in one month’s

_zﬁ,mmﬂ%tb 48994 Ine. program,
3 15 that pﬂfHEElﬂI

run from July 1: also, what with

unfunded mandates from a fed-
eral government that is “tighten-
ing the purse strings of every
budget but iheir own,” the town
n@tds 1o consider establishing
the position of town administra-
tor;

* paid tribute to the work of
transfer  station  attendants
Donnie Patten, Tim Patten and
Wellington Dunbar, whose
group portrail graces the front
cover of the latest town report;

» heard from Dave Parkoman,
the county treasurer, who noted
the escalating cost of boarding
jail inmates and, in a response 0
possible secession and the loss
of $865,000 in tax funding.
stirred applause when he vowed,
“We're not going to let [slesboro
go anywhers withouwr a good

fight™; and _

. notwithstanding
Lincolnville's refusal to recipro-
cate, heeded the perennial threat
the right would lapse and voted
to enter into an alewife harvest-
with or without”
CoImBLRiYE
cooperation.



