
SELECTMEN’S MEETING 
DECEMBER 20, 2004 

 
PRESENT:   Denise Lindahl; Ed Moran; Paul Rooney; Frank Therio; Roger Peppard, RJD; Barbara 
O’Leary 
 
CEO: 
Frank Therio gave an update on issues he is working on.  (see attached) 
The Fielden property 80K court action will be the responsibility of the new owners since the property is 
in foreclosure and pending sale. 
 
E911 addressing continues 
 
The Brown property owners beside Little River have gone to a lawyer to challenge the Town’s position 
they cannot have 3-10’ access paths to the ocean on the divided property.   
 
The illegal deck on the Armstrong property has been removed. 
 
The Kieft property on Shore Road has had trees cut illegally on the 100’ shoreland buffer.  
Replacement trees need to be planted by 5/15/2005 or a fine will be assessed. 
 
The Planning Board will meet in January to review ordinance changes for presentation and approval at 
the May Town Meeting.  Eric Gallant will be invited to attend the January meeting. 
 
Open Discussion: 
Charles Dhyse presented photos and maps of his property and neighboring property showing changes in 
the road.  Mr. Landry has encroached onto the road over the years changing the shape of the road.  It 
appears landscaping has been done that adds to his property and takes away from the Town Road.  
Pictures showed the change with no land in front of the Landry’s house to now with land.  Denise 
mentioned the Town has received a grant to determine the Town’s Rights of Way and they will be 
taking them back where they are being incorporated into people’s property.  This grant will be for the 
whole town, including Temple Heights.   After much discussion, the Selectmen AGREED to send Mr. 
Landry a letter regarding his encroachment onto the Town road.  Since Bill Magruder was plowing and 
not at the meeting, he will be informed of the situation and ask for ways to move the road back to its 
rightful place.  Paul Rooney suggested Jersey barriers and some ditching to move the road back to the 
Town’s natural lines.  AGREED to send Mr. Landry a letter and a date of January 14th to fix this area.  
This will be discussed at the January 17th meeting. 
 
Alfred Keith property: 
Ed Bearor, representing Alfred Keith, was present to have the Selectmen sign a quitclaim deed on the 
property.  At that time all back taxes were paid and are now current.  Liens will be released and filed 
with the Registry of Deeds. 
 
Barbara Hutchins came before the Board with questions on her lot in Birch Crest.  The parcel was 
originally 5 lots that are now being changed into 2 lots.  She wanted to know if the proposed 2acre lot 
size applied to her now.  Denise Lindahl explained that is for future subdivisions and site plans and 
recommended she contact the CEO, Frank Therio, for the rules on lot sizes and whether they are 2 lots 
now or the 5, 50’ lots. 
 
Nancy Metz appeared before the Board to respond to a letter she received regarding parking.  She 
wants to comply with Town ordinances for parking, but felt she was singled out when her neighbors, 
who also park as she does, did not get the letter.  She noted she did not have an easy relationship with 



the Road Commissioner and questioned the letter’s arrival after she spoke with one of his workers.  The 
selectmen assured her she was not singled out and was not aware of any problems between her and the 
Road Commissioner.  The letter was sent when it was reported to the Select board her parking would 
hinder snow plowing.  In order to have the roads clear in the event of snow removal, or emergency 
vehicles needing to pass, a notice had been put in both local papers stating all vehicles must be 10’ 
from the road during snowstorms.  (A copy of the notice was given to Ms. Metz)   Denise also 
mentioned other people in Town were sent the same letter regarding parking of their vehicles.  Nancy 
Metz stated she wants to work with the Town and has information on rights of way and easements she 
will share with the Select Board. 
 
Bus Driver: 
Paul Rooney asked if anyone had been notified why the bus driver no longer goes all the way down 
Shore Road to pick up and drop off school kids.  This was the first anyone had heard of this.  He stated 
the driver decided he could not go beyond the Nichols home and has not done so for a month.  The 
Town was not notified of any problem and parents weren’t notified.  Denise will call Mitch Brown and 
see what the problem is.  She also stated the Funding Committee of the school district was to meet after 
the Election and seems to have been dropped.  The feeling is Northport is being ignored on the funding 
issue with hopes we will forget about it.  Ed stated we should pursue what steps need to be taken to 
withdraw from the district, should it come to this.  Paul and Denise agreed.  It was then AGREED by 
the Board to see what needs to be done should the Town decide to leave the District.    There may be 
steps that need to be voted on at the Town Meeting.   
 
Ed stated he has been attending the Mid Coast Regional Planning Committee meetings.  They are 
pursuing combined buying power of towns and is Northport interested.  It was AGREED to be part of 
this joint purchasing. 
 
Paul asked what happened with the salt contract that was higher than the contracted agreed upon price.  
Ed and Denise stated they authorized payment of the contract amount only.  The higher amount 
changes the contract and was not agreed to. 
 
GASBY:  Denise will call the auditors to see if this is mandatory.  The Village is doing this and wanted 
to know who would claim the 3 town roads there.  Since they are Town roads they would be claimed by 
the Town if we have to do this work. 
 
Universal Waste:  Beginning in January there are new rules and regulations that come with accepting 
universal waste.  Denise gave information on a workshop for this to Tim Patten who will attend. 
 
The Selectmen AGREED to form a Committee on leaving the School District.  They will look for 
interested people.  Also AGREED to put an ad in the paper for a reporter for Northport and to post the 
opening around Town. 
 
 
The Rectors: 
Mr. & Mrs. Rector came before the Board to discuss problems with their part of Cliff Road.  They 
stated over the past few years their section of the road has been treated differently than the rest; i.e. the 
Stop sign is gone, mailboxes are wiped out.  Mrs. Rector presented photos of the road coming up to and 
just beyond their house which shows the small road has been widened considerably by scraping away 
the sides of the road where vegetation use to grow.  At the last snowstorm, plowing was 4’ off the road, 
which has never been plowed before, making the road wider.  The Ditch that was there and the 3 
culverts they had installed have been filled in and driven over so that in the spring the section of road 
floods.  With the recent scraping of the sides of the road, this is now all mud stated Mrs. Rector.  The 



Selectmen AGREED to speak to the Road Commissioner regarding the scraping and widening of the 
road.  Plowing should be consistent and the matter will be addressed with the Road Commissioner. 
 
 

Village Tax Group, RJD Assessors, Selectmen’s Meeting 
 
A group of Village Residents, represented by Paul Andrews, met with Rob Duplisea and Roger 
Peppard of RJD Assessors and the Selectmen.  The purpose of the meeting was to discuss the method 
of the recent town revaluation and tax assessing.  The Village point being they have been unfairly and 
indiscriminately taxed. 
 
Mr. Andrews began by stating at the previous Selectmen’s meeting he presented information showing 
large inconsistencies in taxes on similar properties.  He explained he looked at shore frontage and 
square footage in Town and placed this information on a spreadsheet to be analyzed.  Graphs were also 
presented.  His data shows the “core” Village being treated differently from other similar properties.  
He felt he never got an answer from RJD on what their formula is for assessing property taxes.   
 
He mentioned at the hearings the Village was referred to as the “core Village” by RJD and felt this area 
was singled out and taxed higher than it should have been.  The group is not opposed to paying taxes, 
but wants them to be fair and consistent. 
 
Rob Duplisea of RJD stated the term core Village came from people in the Village who came to the 
hearings and referred to their area in the Village as the “core”.  The assessors 
Thought this was a known reference of the area and used it when speaking with residents.  It did not 
originate from RJD, but from residents in the Village. 
 
He further stated the property values came from assessment of sales data over three years as related to 
the property, not the acres, and relating to the market value.  Each parcel is compared to similar values.  
He noted the data Mr. Andrews gathered his information from was not the most recent and may have an 
effect on the outcome he produced.  He offered to get him the most recent values of properties and the 
data sheets with the formulas. 
 
Mr. Andrews and Mr. Duplisea did not agree on how values were applied.  Mr. Andrews stating it 
should be assessed by acreage and does not see the market value applied consistently.  Mr. Duplisea 
reiterated the values are from the sales maps of the last three years and those market values where 
applied to similar properties.  
 
It was AGREED, to get copies of the revaluation book with formulas to Mr. Andrews.  He was 
encouraged to refer to the sales maps with that information for comparison of market values. 
 
The Village Tax Group then asked about the abatement process.  Property owners have 180 days from 
the Commitment to file an abatement appeal.  If they do not hear back within 60 days of filing, they can 
go to the County Commissions.  At this time, the tax group left the meeting. 
 
RJD representatives and the Selectmen discussed the abatement process.  RJD will handle all 
abatement requests other than for poverty.  RJD will send a cover letter with their decisions to the 
Selectmen.  The Selectmen will handle abatements based on poverty.   
 
In the spring, ¼ of the Town will be reassessed this year. 
 
 
ADJOURNED.  


